SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 118th ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2nd MAY 2012 IN THE PARISH CHURCH HALL

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Acting Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr N Rothwell, Cllr Hughes, Cllr A Anderson and Cllr M Thomas.















In attendance:  
PC G Mc Veigh, Cllr S Patel, Mr I Hawes, Mrs K Hawes and Liz Bates (Clerk)

Apologies: 

Cllr B Kane and Cllr R Darlington
1. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the 117th Annual Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th May 2011 were approved.  Proposed by Cllr J Forsaith, seconded by Cllr C Hughes.

2. Chairman’s Statement

Cllr Scourfield who had been acting Chairman, along with Cllr Forsaith, reviewed the activities of the Parish Council during the year ended 31st March 2011.
The Parish Council has had a good year despite there being no Chairman and I would like to record my thanks to Cllr John Forsaith who has shared the role of acting Chairman.
I would like to take this opportunity to draw your attention to some of the key activities and improvements in our Parish during the past year.  
The Pavilion Shower Rooms were completely refurbished during last summer with thanks to a donation from the Seer Green Adult Football Team and money put aside in the Parish Council’s Long Term Plan. The Changing Rooms were also redecorated by the Football Team and local craftsmen.  The Recreation Ground continues to be well used by both football and cricket teams.  

The Allotments are in a very good condition and because of the growing waiting list for new plots, the Council extended the allotments into the Recreation Ground and a new fence was installed.
The Cemetery was re-landscaped by removing the raised bed, wall and path.  This work has meant that there is now a larger area for burial plots for residents of Seer Green.
The Parish Council is Sole Trustee of Jubilee Hall and has taken on responsibility for the day-to-day management and maintenance of the hall.  I would like to extend my appreciation to Cllr Forsaith and the Jubilee Hall Management Committee for their hard work over the last 12 months to greatly improve the hall.  Recent work includes the upgrading of the toilets which have now been completely refurbished, the plastering and painting of the back stage wall, the upgrading of mains fuse board and improvements to the hot water system.

Cllr Hughes continues to regularly monitor and enhance Green Wood through her ongoing management of the woodland and other trees around the village.
Future projects:-

The issues of excessive speed and inconsiderate parking in the village, especially near the school, remain a major source of concern to local residents.  The Parish Council continues to press for improvements in ‘traffic management’ and has recently been awarded funding for a second Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) on Chalfont Road to be positioned near Hearnes Close.

Cllr Thomas has taken on the major project of fund-raising to upgrade the play facilities in Green Meadow and is currently investigating how to re-landscape Green Meadow to provide the best facilities for all residents.

An ongoing project plan has been prepared by Cllr Forsaith for Jubilee Hall so that we continue to improve the hall to the best possible standard.
The project to provide an outdoor village war memorial has made considerable progress.  Members of the Parish Council have met with Church and community representatives to develop ideas and the latest plan was communicated in the last Newsletter.  Generous donations for the project have been gratefully received by the council and an order will be placed shortly for a granite Celtic cross memorial stone, which will be positioned in the centre of the beech hedge at the front of the cemetery.

We commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee by the planting of over 300 trees around the village, planted by the Brownies, Scouts, Cubs, Beavers and members of the Parish Council a record of this planting will be made in a book which will be presented by the Woodland Trust to the Queen.  A donation of £1,000 has also been made to the Seer Green and Jordans Community Trust who are holding a Diamond Jubilee Music Celebration on Sunday 27th May in the School grounds.
Thank you:-
I would like to pass on my personal thanks to the following Councillors who work hard to maintain and improve the village:-
Cllr John Forsaith who is Vice Chairman of the Parish Council and Chairman of Jubilee Hall.
Cllr Rothwell, who as Chairman of the Planning Sub-Committee has monitored all of the planning applications made within the Parish.  Your Council continues to work hard to ensure that the Green Belt around the village is protected and that the character of our village is maintained.

Cllr Hughes who ensures the village is maintained to a high standard especially as we prepare for the Best Kept Village competition. Seer Green Parish Council owns the following areas of the village and maintains them for the benefit of all residents: Village Cemetery, Allotments, Recreation Ground and Pavilion, Green Wood, Jubilee Walk and Green Meadow.  

Cllr Anderson who monitors and repairs the Recreation Ground to ensure that it is available for all of the sports teams in the village.  Cllr Anderson also runs Seer Green Adult Team who has had an excellent season and has been promoted within their league.

Cllr Thomas who is currently researching and planning how to improve Green Meadow for all residents.
Cllr Kane who has worked hard on both the War Memorial project and the improvements to Jubilee Hall.

This work would all be impossible without our Parish Clerk, Mrs Liz Bates, who gives tirelessly of her services to the Council and to local residents.  

I am pleased to report that we now have a full complement of Councillors as we have been recently joined by Cllr Olwyn Oakley-Davison and Cllr Richard Darlington.
3. Financial Statement

A financial report was presented by the Responsible Financial Officer which provides a breakdown of Council expenditure.  The RFO gave an explanation of the accounts.  In particular, the RFO drew attention to the largest expenditure which was for the improvements to the Shower Rooms at the Pavilion and that income was up because the Cemetery had a busy year. The Financial Report was approved by Cllr Forsaith and seconded by Cllr Hughes.

4. Parish Council Community Award

The Acting Chairmen recognised Mrs Rene Blake for her dedicated service in the Post Office to the community in Seer Green.  The nomination was received by Mr Steve Patel, who wrote “Irene has provided community service through the Post Office. She has worked 20 years for me, 11 years for Mr Lamb and a number of years for a previous owner.  She has hardly any holidays as well.”  A Community Award certificate will be presented to Mrs Blake, along with an M&S of £50.  (Action –Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)
5. Any Other Business. Nothing was raised.
Election of Officers

a)  Chairman:   The completed nomination form received by the Clerk being for Cllr D Scourfield, (proposed by Cllr Forsaith and seconded by Cllr Hughes.  Cllr D Scourfield consented to take on the role of Chairman for one year.
b)  Vice-Chairman:  The completed nomination form received by the Clerk being for Cllr J Forsaith, (proposed by Cllr Scourfield and seconded by Cllr Hughes), Cllr Forsaith consented to remain in his position of Vice Chairman.

c)  Responsible Financial Officer:  The completed nomination form received by the Clerk being for Cllr D Scourfield, (proposed by Cllr Hughes and seconded by Cllr Anderson), Cllr D Scourfield consented to remain in his position as Responsible Financial Officer. 
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