SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st MARCH 2017 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr T Norton, Cllr J Holder, Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr L Hungin, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr A Norbury and Cllr A Anderson.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mr J Forsaith, Mrs K Tilley, Mrs K Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  Following previous complaints about the poor state of the road surface on Longbottom Lane and several accidents that have subsequently happened at the road junctions, the issue has now been escalated within Bucks County Council and with the Police.  It was reported that a small tree is leaning low over Footpath 16 near Hearnes Meadow.  This will be cleared.  (Action – Clerk)  Health and Safety issues were queried with the work at the village entry gates.  Future work will be subject to the necessary health and safety precautions.  It was reported that suspicious activity had been noted by a man running and hiding in the Stable Lane area.  This has been reported to the Police.  Concerns were raised about the amount of early morning noise generated by flight activity above Seer Green.  It was questioned why Seer Green was not included in the consultation about the third runway at Heathrow.  Further clarification on the consultation will be investigated.  (Action – Cllr Norton)  It was asked if there had been any decision on the Parish Church Hall application, but there had not been any update on the Chiltern District Council (CDC) planning portal.  The clearance at the entrance to Bottom Lane had been appreciated as daffodils had been flowering.  Further clearance work will be arranged to further improve the area.  (Action – Cllr Thomas, Cllr Hughes, Clerk)  The display of crocuses had been appreciated in the cemetery.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  None.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Scourfield and were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· A report was requested for the April meeting detailing the outstanding tree work remaining from the list of recommended work from the Chiltern Woodlands Project.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  
· A local builder has a proposal for a new noticeboard for Jubilee Walk which will be brought to the next meeting.  (Action – Cllr Holder)
· The Waste Team at Chiltern District Council have agreed to empty bins in Green Meadow although there are still issues with the bins locks that must be resolved.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk) 
· Unfortunately the Youth Shelter has been attracting continued disturbing anti-social behaviour and littering.   The Scouts may be interested in having the Youth Shelter and will investigate the cost of the relocation. A local builder will also be asked if they would be prepared to quote for its removal.  (Action – Cllr Holder) 

· Sadly several chickens have been killed at the allotments by a fox.  There are no further outstanding issues following regulations from DEFRA about avian flu. 
· The bottom left hand corner of the football pitch has been cordoned off  as it is being damaged by the number of walkers.  
· The adult football club have kindly offered to clear the Long Grove grasscrete of mud and reseed the area.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
· Cllr I Darby, Leader of Chiltern District Council, was informed that the Parish Council support the amalgamation with South Bucks District Association of Local Councils.  Once they have received the response from other councils they will progress the matter.
· The grounds maintenance/litter clearance contractors have been advised of the awarded contracts.

· There is an ongoing issue with the lights at Jubilee Hall and the contractor will return to resolve the issue.  (Action – Clerk)
· The Bucks County Council Local Area Forum (LAF) has granted the Parish Council £2,884.00 towards new signs and improvements to the village entrances and £1,000 for CCTV at the Recreation Ground.  The Parish Council will match fund this amount. (Action – Cllr Thomas)
· The Parish Council boundary fence has been vandalised twice at the rear of Green Wood.  Posts and signs have been installed to say that the fence will shortly be reinstated and if anyone wishes to raise a concern they should call the Parish Clerk. The matter will be discussed again at a future meeting after all Councillors have inspected the area.  (Action – All Councillors)
· It had been noted that access to the locked area to the rear of the Pavilion was possible by walking behind the Recycling Centre fence.  This access has now been blocked by fencing.
· Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:    The February inspection was completed by Cllr Hughes. The issues raised have been actioned. Cllr Norbury will carry out the March inspection. (Action – Cllr Norbury)  The inspection form will be updated and forwarded to Cllr Norbury.  (Action – Cllr Norton)  
3. HEALTH AND SAFETY:  The master list of all of the regulatory and safety inspections has been updated and circulated to Councillors. 
4. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  Cllr Anderson declared an interest in the football rates agenda item.
5. Correspondence:
· The Campaign to Protect Rural England has asked for feedback on why the Parish Council had become members. Their questionnaire will be completed and returned.  (Action – Cllr Norbury)
· Several copies of letters to CDC Planning department had been received objecting to planning application:- CH/2016/1323/OA Red Cottage, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UL.  The Parish Council has sent a letter of objection to this amended planning application.

· The Proposed Parking Restrictions Consultation has been delivered to approximately 270 addresses around the proposed areas for double yellow lines, including local businesses.  The closing date for the consultation is 9th March.
· A complaint had been received about the surface of Footpath 16 near the entrance to Manor Crescent.  The resident has been asked for photographs of the issue to discuss with the BCC Rights of Way Team.
· An application had been received for the Councillor vacancy. CDC have advised that an election has not been requested so the Parish Council can co-opt at the next meeting.

· Water Risk Assessment Surveys had been received for the Pavilion and Jubilee Hall which included a list of recommended work.  These will be reviewed and the actions prioritised.  (Action – Cllr Anderson, Cllr Norton)
· An email had been received inviting the Parish Council to enter the Buckinghamshire Best Kept Village competition.  It was agreed to enter the competition and the application forms, payment and map will be returned. (Action – Clerk)

· A quotation had been received to reinstate stronger fencing at the rear of Green Wood where it had been previously vandalised.  A photo of the fencing design will be circulated for reference. (Action – Clerk)  Quotations had also been received to replace the high tensile wire around the cemetery.  The fencing will be discussed at the next meeting when councillors have inspected the areas concerned.  The contractor who provided the two quotations will be advised.  (Action – Cllr Hughes) 
· An enquiry had been received about the Parish Councils response to the CDC consultation on the Unitary Authority.  Further investigation will be made about how the response that was submitted had been reported.  (Action – Clerk) 
6.
Finance  
Payments to 1st March amounting to:-              
    £7,770.91
Income:-





    £1,446.52

Closing balance of all accounts at 28 February:-
  £64,522.33
i. Clerk salary: A closed minute was recorded for the Clerk’s salary.  A letter will be sent to the Clerk outlining the terms.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  An updated job description will be written.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  
ii. Football rates: It was resolved to increase the rates for both Seer Green United and the Adult Football team by 25% from September 2017.   (Action – Clerk)  The Cricket team had advised that they would not be playing at Seer Green this season.  There would be no change to the cleaning charge for the Pavilion.
A Lloyds bank variation request had been prepared to remove Cllr Scourfield from the bank mandate and to include Cllr Davison-Oakley and Cllr Anderson.  This will also give Cllr Davison-Oakley, as Treasurer, online access to the accounts.  Cllr Thomas, Cllr Norton and Cllr Hughes are also signatories on the account.  The bank variation forms will now be sent to Lloyds Bank by recorded delivery.  (Action – Clerk)  The bank mandates at Bucks Building Society and Scottish Widows will also be updated.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)

The Chairman thanked and presented Cllr Scourfield a card and gift for his excellent work on the Parish Council for the past 18 years.  In this time he has been Chairman twice and Treasurer for the past 16 years.  He will be greatly missed.
7. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  
Permitted

CH/2016/2362/VRC
Cannon Chase, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Variation of condition 2 of planning permission CH/2016/1375/FA  to enable alternative use of bricks and roof tiles.
CH/2016/0946/FA 
Oldefields Equestrian Centre, Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP

Removal of temporary log cabin to facilitate the erection of a permanent dwelling, closure of existing and creation of new vehicular access.

Refused

CH/2016/2380/FA
Woodstacks, Wynnswick Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XW

Pitched to gabled roof alteration with front dormer windows to facilitate habitable accommodation in roofspace, and single storey front extension.
8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. school lane speed survey: This item was postponed until the next meeting.
ii. RISK ASSESSMENT:  The risk assessment had been updated following Councillor feedback and was approved and signed.
iii. VILLAGE SIGNS:   It was agreed to omit wording under the cherry designs on the new village signs. (Action – Cllr Thomas)
iv. NEWSLETTER:  The following articles were suggested for inclusion in the next edition of the Newsletter; the Community Award, Speeding Survey results from School Lane, yellow line consultation, new Parish Councillor, antisocial behaviour, the future of the Youth Shelter, road surfacing on Longbottom Lane, Green Meadow gate etiquette, who to contact for clearing the footpath to the station.  (Action – Cllr Holder)  The Police will be asked if their local email address can be included in the Newsletter so that residents can email concerns.  (Action – Clerk)
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: Cllr Davison-Oakley is now the new Chairman and Treasurer of Jubilee Hall.  The Charities Commission has been advised of the change in Chairman.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES: Cllr Hughes is formulating a list of jobs required around the village following the agreement to enter the Buckinghamshire Best Kept Village Competition.  It was agreed that the white gates need refurbishing and a professional decorator will be asked for advice on how they should be prepared and painted.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  The competition will be judged between 1st June and 7th July 2017.  The competition preparation will be discussed in detail at the next meeting.  The cherry trees have been ordered for the seven village locations and will hopefully be planted at the end of March.  The Chairman will attend the Chiltern Parish Chairman’s meeting on 15th March.
10.
Any Other Business:     A new house-style shed has been constructed at the allotments.  The Allotment Association Tenancy Agreement says that written consent from the Parish Council should be obtained prior to the erection of any new building or structure.  The Allotment Association Chairman will be contacted to ensure that the Parish Council is kept informed of any future requests.  (Action – Clerk)  It was requested that the draft minutes are sent out again with the Agenda prior to the meeting.  (Action – Clerk)  It was noted that Seer Green United are obtaining a quote for spiking the recreation ground.  The orange plastic barrier for the cordoned off area on the recreation ground had been vandalised and will be repaired. (Action – Cllr Anderson)  It was suggested that the Clerk be relocated to an office at Jubilee Hall.  There is currently no space available for an office at Jubilee Hall.  Following the report that Cricket would sadly be leaving the village it was requested that Mr Robin Yolland was thanked for his help and support at the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Clerk) The meeting closed at 9.20pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th April 2017, at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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