SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st APRIL 2015 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chair), Cllr T Norton, Cllr J Richardson, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr A Anderson, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr M Thomas and Cllr J Holder.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mr I Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION: A resident asked if a barrier will be put on School Lane when a new gate into Green Meadow is installed.  As the existing gate did not have a barrier, this had not been planned at this time.  A resident also stated that he would like more benches installed at the Recreation Ground.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr O Davison-Oakley.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes and closed minute were approved by Cllr Holder and Cllr Forsaith and duly signed by the Chairman as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The holly clearance in Green Wood will be chased. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· The Clerk and the Chairman attended a financial course in Swindon.
· A tree which has fallen between the two chestnut paling fences on the boundary with a resident’s garden in Green Meadow has been dealt with.
· A tree in Green Wood had been marked for possible pollarding by the Chiltern Woodlands Project officer following concerns raised by a resident in Seer Mead.  An enquiry has been made to Chiltern District Council’s Tree Officer to ask if the work can be done on the tree and if the work is permitted, the resident will be allowed to pay for the work them self if they wish to proceed.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· The damaged drain on School Lane, near Colliers, has been reported to Transport for Bucks.
· An order had been placed for the new path through Green Meadow and the installation will begin on 20th April.
· Feedback on the Local Plan consultation and the issues/apology from Veolia about the smell emanating from Wapseys Wood Landfill site have been reported in the Newsletter
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  Cllr Hughes had completed the March risk inspection. There had been severe winds and heavy rain which had lead to some tree damage.  This was being dealt with.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  Cllr Norton will carry out the April risk inspection and Cllr Holder and Cllr Davison-Oakley will carry out the May inspection.  The annual playground inspection will be undertaken by Wicksteed’s in May. A Fire Alarm system and emergency light have been installed in the Pavilion.
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no new declarations of interest.
4. Correspondence:
· A response was sent to Chiltern District Council (CDC) following the village wide consultation on the Local Plan.

· Letters were sent to residents in Stable Lane and Greenwood Close about foliage that is overhanging their gardens and obstructing the pavement.

· The Devolution Agreement from Bucks County Council had been signed and returned which means that the Parish Council is now responsible for the verge grass cutting, approval for erection of signs on the highway approval etc. 

· A contract was signed and returned to Amersham Town Council, who will carry out the verge grass cutting around the village.

· A contractor had sent a quotation for footpath clearance, which was approved.  (Action – Clerk)
· An acknowledgement had been received to say that Seer Green has been entered for Bucks Best Kept Village competition.  (Action – Clerk)  
· Approval was given for the Seer Green and Jordans Women’s Institute to decorate a cherry tree, at the junction of Manor Farm Way and Orchard Road, with handmade cherries as part of the 100 years celebration of the Women’s Institute and 90 years of Seer Green and Jordans Branch.  
· The Pensions Regulator asking for a contact by 30 April 2015 for the process of ensuring that the Parish Council employee has a workplace pension scheme by 1st April 2017. (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
· A new Parish Council insurance schedule had been received.

5.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to         £2,834.00
Income 




             £263.16

Closing balance of all accounts.

        £55,013.39
The VAT return will be completed after closing the Year End on the Parish Council accounts.  (Action – Clerk)

i. Appointment of Internal Auditor:  It was agreed to appoint Mr Ernest Newhouse as the Internal Auditor.  (Action – Clerk)
6. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  

Permitted

CH/2014/2259/FA
3 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL

Single storey infill front extension, front roof extension incorporating a dormer window, first floor rear/side extension, habitable accommodation in rear outbuilding.

CH/2015/0121/FA
Swevenings, 10 Drovers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2XF

Part two storey part single storey rear extension, pitched roof to existing front extension.

CH/2015/0174/FA
Rear of 21 and 23, Highlands Road, Seer Green 

Detached single garage.

Allowed under permitted development
CH/2014/2177/FA
Green Meadow, School Lane, Seer Green 

Construction of pathway and gate.

Appeal Allowed
CH/2014/1275/FA
42 Highlands Road Seer Green

Replacement dwelling, creation of new vehicular access, widening of existing vehicular access and laying of associated hardstanding.
7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i.      neighbourhood plan: A draft vision and objectives had been scoped for a neighbourhood plan. It was agreed that it was important that villagers were on the committee for the plan and that it was not owned by the Parish Council.  A communication strategy will be formed to ensure that residents get involved in formulating the plan.  Further meetings will be held with a representative from Chalfont St Peter Parish Council, who can offer advice following their plan preparations, also local resident Mr Wilkie who works for the Department for Communities and Local Government who is responsible for Neighbourhood Planning.   (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Norton, Cllr Richardson)
ii. parish council elections:  Completed Councillor local government election nominations were returned to the Clerk and will be submitted to CDC for the election on 7th May.   (Action – Clerk)
iii. best kept village competition 2015:  Contractors had been sent details of work required around the village to improve the appearance.  It was agreed to arrange a couple of dates when Councillors can get involved in jobs around the village.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Hughes)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall Committee is progressing the transfer of the freehold and a meeting will be held with the solicitor to review the deeds.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)  The heating system is still being reviewed and we are awaiting a quotation to replace the existing gas boiler with a newer, more efficient boiler.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)   The fire doors are in the process of being replaced and the order will be chased.  (Action – Clerk)  It was agreed to order a larger bin from Biffa to cope with the extra rubbish being generated by hirers.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  A letter was sent to an allotment holder who needed to make further improvements to his plot and he had called to say that he had carried out the work required. Chiltern Rangers, who will be undertaking the holly clearance in Green Wood in the autumn, are coming for a site visit on 30th April at 2pm.  They also plan to attend a Parish Council meeting in September.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  There is a Hornbeam tree in Green Meadow which is causing concern as the children are climbing very high up it and may fall.  The tree will be reviewed.  (Action – Clerk)  A youth has been found climbing on to the roof of the Pavilion.  He was spoken to, but to try to avoid the problem happening again CDC will be asked if they can move the bins further away from the Pavilion and a warning sign will be placed in the Pavilion window.  (Action – Clerk)  Ongoing parking issues at the Recreation Ground will be monitored.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  Football matches will not be played during peak Cricket season from May until the end of August.  The Recreation Ground will be reseeded. (Action – Cllr Anderson)  
9.
Any Other Business:     The Government has planned to mark the 70th anniversary of VE Day on Friday 8th May, and across the weekend of 9th and 10th May.  There will be a national two minute silence at 3pm on Friday 8th May.
A St George’s Day tea is being held at Seer Green CE School and residents will be invited.
Next Meeting – The Parish Council AGM will be held on Wednesday 6th May 2015, at 7.15 pm followed by the Parish Council Meeting at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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