SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st MAY 2013 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr R Darlington,                    Cllr M Thomas, Cllr B Kane, Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr A Anderson.
In attendance: 
Mr I Hawes, Mrs K Hawes, Mrs L Dandeker, Mr S Whymen, Mr A Garner and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  Residents from Bottom Lane had come to raise their serious concerns about the deterioration of the lane due to the new development of two houses at Squirrels Leap and the amount of vehicles that have blocked the lane and verges causing school children to walk to school in the middle of the road.   The developer is due to complete the work in the next few weeks and the residents would like to ensure that they repair the verges and reinstate the lost kerb granite setts etc.  Also muddy water has flowed down from the development and blocked the drains and gulleys.  The Bucks County Council Highways Technician is responsible for ensuring that the developers are held accountable for the damage caused and the residents are due to contact him this week.  The Parish Council offered their support and will write to BCC Transport department to ensure that the developer does repair the lane to its original condition and is willing to attend any meetings with the BCC Highways Technician. (Action – Cllr Darlington) The Council also reported that BCC are aware of the blocked drains and have the drain/gulley clearance work on their schedule for this financial year.
2. CO-OPT NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR:  It was unanimously agreed to co-opt Lisa Dandeker as a Parish Councillor and she was warmly welcomed to join the meeting as a Councillor.  The necessary paperwork will be administered.  (Action – Clerk)

3. Apologies for absence: None.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Anderson and Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The tree on the corner of Church Road and Chalfont Road inside the railings of Holy Trinity is obscuring the streetlight.  Contact has been made with the Parochial Church Council to get it cut back and the council is waiting for their decision.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)

· A new bench will shortly be delivered to the Cemetery. (Action – Clerk)
· The Pavilion has been internally decorated and fitted with new curtains over the Easter holidays.  
· The Veolia grant submission for Green Meadow play equipment is being deliberated.  Further applications for grants are being submitted to Tesco, the Lottery and Chiltern District Council.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
· The post and chain fence has been installed around the war memorial and the surrounding grassed area is being reinstated.

· It was agreed to weed kill the broadleaf weeds on the Recreation Ground.  This treatment requires the public to not access the area for 4 hours, so signs will advertise the date and time which will be during half term at the end of May.  (Action - Cllr Anderson, Clerk)  
· Following several reports to South Bucks District Council, the footpath to Beaconsfield has still not been cleared nor has the sharp bend marker posts been reinstated.  SBDC has been chased three times for action but unfortunately the BCC Highways Technician for this part of Longbottom Lane has not yet responded. She will be chased again until this work is carried out. (Action – Clerk)
· Cllr Anderson had previously reported that the Seer Green Football Team had reached the semi-final of the Isaac Lord Challenge cup but unfortunately they lost the match 4 - 3. 
· A quotation for 10m of bird mouth fencing had been received. Councillors asked for an alternative quote.   (Action – Clerk) 
· A village tidy day was arranged for Saturday 11th May at 10.00.  Cllr Scourfield and Cllr Darlington will attend, other Councillors to advise availability.  (Action – Councillors) 
· Concerns had been raised about the amount of holly still remaining in Green Wood even though the Parish Council has had an annual holly clearance for a number of years.  It was agreed that a quote will be requested to clear the holly from the front area of the wood back to the first footpath. A meeting will be held to confirm the area concerned and level of clearance.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Cllr Scourfield and Cllr Forsaith)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  There was nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  The Risk Inspection Schedule was updated and signed.  Fineland Forestry will be asked to carry out the annual arboricultural inspection in June of the Allotments, Recreation Ground, Cemetery, Green Wood and Green Meadow.  (Action – Clerk)
4. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  No declarations of interest were made.
5. Correspondence:
· Confirmation had been received that Wicksteed’s will carry out the annual playground inspection in May.  
· Seer Green Horticultural Society had kindly provided a donation of £500.00 towards the War Memorial.  A thank you letter has been delivered.

· Following complaints from commuters who regularly walk to the station, letters had been delivered to houses on Old Long Grove where foliage, from their gardens, is hanging over footpath 1.

· The Montessori had been requested to remove one of the two signs at the entrance to Park Place.  A sign was removed by a Councillor and a complaint had been received from the owner of the Montessori.  A reply to the letter will be sent. (Action – Clerk)  
· A complaint had been received from Seer Green Gardening Association about the state of the kitchen at Jubilee Hall.  A response has been delivered.

6. Finance  

Payments (from main account) amounting to        £9,568.77 
Income (to main account)

                  £26,295.00

Closing balances (unconfirmed)  

      £76,703.54
i. Approval of annual accounts and governance statement for 2012/13: The 2012/13 annual accounts were presented by the Financial Officer and the income and expenditure for the past twelve months was discussed.  The accounts which had now been prepared on accruals rather than a cash basis and these requested changes in reporting were explained.  The accounts were approved by the Parish Council.  The accounts for Jubilee Hall were also presented, approved and signed.  The Council approved the annual audit governance statement and it was duly signed by the Chairman/Financial Officer and the Clerk.   Mr Ernest Newhouse had agreed to conduct the Council’s internal audit on 9th May. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk) 

New cheque signatories:  The bank mandate had been prepared to add Cllr Darlington to the approved list of signatories to sign cheques on the Lloyds Bank Accounts. The five signatories are Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Hughes, Cllr Kane and Cllr Darlington. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
7.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Refused

CH/2013/0233/FA
Lynwood, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX 

Replacement dwelling and retention of part of existing garage.
Certified

CH/2013/0262/SA
22 Hearnes Meadow, Seer Green, HP9 2YH


Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to roof alterations including side dormer window, hip to a gable side roof extension with rear dormer window, side roof light, and removal of existing chimney to facilitate loft conversion.

Permitted
CH/2012/1940/FA
Greenoaks, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Demolition of existing house and erection of two replacement dwellings and new vehicular access. 

CH/2013/0290/FA
35 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YN


First floor side extension incorporating new roof to existing single storey front/side extension.
CH/2013/0303/FA
Slievemore, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH 


Proposed erection of replacement dwelling incorporating basement and detached garage. 
CH/2013/0340/FA 
Seer Green Church Of England School, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QJ Erection of shelter.
· Feedback had been sent for the consultation on the future of Wilton Park, Beaconsfield.

· Planning application CH/2013/0571/FA - Rear of 21 and 23, Highlands Road, for the erection of detached dwelling with detached garage and associated landscaping and hardstanding, has been recently submitted.  Before the application had been received, mature trees in the hedgerow bank (not part of the site) had been felled.  A letter will be sent to the CDC Planning Department outlining concerns over the removal of trees surrounding this plot.  (Action – Cllr Darlington)
8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. war memorial dedication service:  The War Memorial will be unveiled by Sir Henry Aubrey- Fletcher, Her Majesty's Lord Lieutenant for Buckinghamshire on Sunday 14th July at 2.00pm.  Also present will be the local Chairman of the British Legion and flag bearers.  The service will be led by the army Chaplain with contributions from Seer Green churches. Children from Seer Green CE School will read out the names on the War Memorial during the service.  (Action – Cllr Oakley-Davison)  The WI has kindly agreed to provide tea and cake for 60 guests. The Chiltern Wind Band will be performing on the day.  The band will require cover as they cannot play in the open if it rains.  The Scouts will be asked if they can provide a tent.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield) The following Councillors will be assisting on the day - Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Anderson, Cllr Kane, Cllr Hughes, Cllr Thomas and Cllr Oakley-Davison. Concerns were raised about parking and Cllr Oakley-Davison kindly offered space on the school playground if there were marshalls available to monitor. David Howkins will be asked to photograph/video the event and Jo-Anne Rowney from the Bucks. Advertiser will also be invited to cover the event for the paper.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)  
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Parish Council was invited, at a meeting with Bucks County Council, to initiate the process of having the freehold of Jubilee Hall transferred over to the Jubilee Hall Trustees/Seer Green Parish Council by sending a letter confirming this interest.  (Action – Cllr Kane)  The Parish Council was informed that this process could take a long period of time.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  The Jordans Taverners Cricket Club had requested permission to install a new 11m x 2.74m run up mat for their cricket net.  This request was approved.  (Action – Clerk)  Seer Green United had asked whether they could have two junior pitches on the Recreation Ground.  The pitches were measured and came within a few feet of the Pavilion and Cricket square; because of possible damage the request was therefore declined. (Action – Cllr Anderson)  The Parish Council agreed to pay £300 towards the reseeding of the football pitch.  Seer Green Adult football team will pay the balance. (Action – Cllr Anderson)  Bramble clearance is required at the Recreation Ground, a request will be sent to the Scouts to see if they wish to undertake this work.  (Action – Clerk)
10.
Any Other Business: Concerns were raised about the recent installation of a large enclosure visible from footpath 17.  (Action - Cllr Darlington) An area of land close to the shops is covered with brambles and has become unsightly.  It will be ascertained who owns the land to see if the area could be better maintained.  (Action – Clerk) An article in a recent newspaper described Seer Green as one of the most expensive places to live in the country.  An article will be written for the next Newsletter. (Action – Cllr Kane) The School will be asked if the Chairman’s Community Award could be presented at a school assembly on a Tuesday morning.  (Action – Clerk)  Cllr Forsaith has kindly agreed to Chair the next meeting.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th June 2013, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.

The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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