SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 1st JUNE 2021 COMMENCING 

AT 7.30pm IN JUBILEE HALL, SCHOOL LANE
Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr L Hungin, Cllr T Norton, Cllr N Baddeley, Cllr J Smith, Cllr J Holder, Cllr C Hughes and Cllr A Anderson. 
In attendance:  Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: No members of the public attended.
II. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr O Davison-Oakley.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes for the May meeting were approved by Cllr Hungin and Cllr Holder.  The minutes were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.  

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
	COUNCILLOR/

CLERK
	ACTION
	STATUS

	Thomas
	To contact Buckinghamshire Council Transport for Bucks regarding parking issues around the Public House’s following installation of the double yellow lines in the village centre from a scheme designed by Allan Purchase, Schemes Engineer, Transport for Bucks.
	ONGOING: Having had no success in contacting the current Schemes Engineer, Tim Butcher was contacted for help.  He responded to say that he too had noticed the parking problem and will acquire this information and pass the contact details on in order that an onsite meeting can be arranged to discuss the problem.

ACTION: MT

	Clerk
	Claim submitted but insurance company want breakdown of cost from builder.
	Breakdown now submitted and awaiting response from insurance company

	Hungin
	Production of new lease for the Montessori/Nursery School.
	WORK IN PROGRESS: Update to be provided under ‘Pavilion’.

ACTION: LH

	Hughes
	Tree work still to be completed following Nick Dunbar’s annual inspection and fallen tree overhanging the path, both in Green Wood.
	WORK PENDING: 14th/15th June scheduled for Fineland Forestry to undertake this work.
ACTION: CH

	Clerk/Thomas
	Details of when outstanding drainage work will be completed will be requested.
	ONGOING: In addition to numerous previous reminders, emails were sent to John Thackeray, Hollie Hopkins and Tim Butcher.   ACTION: LB/MT

	Hungin/Thomas
	Grant from Community Board for upgraded CCTV at the Pavilion so car registration numbers can be captured and better quality images obtained.
	OUTSTANDING: Having obtained two quotations, Cllrs Hungin and Thomas to apply for funding from the Community Board.

ACTION: LH/MT

	Smith
	Adoption of the new Allotment Association agreement.
	To be discussed under Agenda Item IX(i)

ACTION: JS

	Davison-Oakley/

Norton/Smith/

Hungin
	To set up Cllrs Norton, Smith and Hungin as online signatories
	IN PROCESS: Online payment of invoices now active with MT and ODO approving.  In the process of setting up TN as an approver with LH and JS to follow.

ACTION: LB

	Clerk
	The meter reading taken at the Recreation Ground showed extremely high usage against previously estimated readings supplied by the company.  Castle Water who provide the supply to be made aware of this. 
	ONGOING: Castle Water contacted and informed of the exceptionally large discrepancy in the lower estimated usage and that indicated on the water meter.  A response from them is still awaited and a reminder email has been sent.

ACTION: LB

	Thomas
	Quotation to be obtained for the repainting of gates, fences, etc. as identified in the Village Maintenance list discussed at the meeting.
	OUTSTANDING: Quotation still needs to be obtained.
ACTION: MT

	Thomas
	Redecoration to the Pavilion
	PENDING:  Quotations obtained and date for commencement of this work awaiting outcome of sale of the lease and subsequent alterations to interior layout.

	Anderson
	Further investigation of drainage issues in a small area of the Recreation Ground
	ONGOING:
ACTION: AA

	Thomas
	An area of ground near the boundary with the allotments has subsided causing a fairly deep hole. 
	WORK IN PROGRESS: The hole has now been filled with stones/hard core to stabilise it and prevent further subsidence.  It now needs to be covered with a layer of soil and seed sown (preferably in Autumn)
ACTION: MT

	Clerk
	Letter received from landowner offering help to alleviate future flooding to gardens in Howard Crescent.
	ONGOING: In conversation via email with the landowner’s son-in-law, Mr Woodbridge, who has suggested ploughing a strip at the rear of the properties.  He has been asked when this will happen and a response is pending.

	All Councillors
	Letter received from Bucks Council stating £3465.45 will be paid for the Community Infrastructure Levy from the development of a house in Manor Crescent.
	The money will be used for the conversion of the current Referee’s Room in the Pavilion to a toilet and basin with an additional drinking water tap.

	Clerk
	Request received to temporarily (during the Summer school holidays) relocate the MVAS from its current position to Longbottom Lane.
	OUTSTANDING: Site visit required to locate bracket in Longbottom Lane and produce a template to check that the pole fits prior to obtaining a cost for a contractor to relocate it. ACTION: LB

	Councillors
	It was agreed to order the repainting of the streetlight on Chalfont Road, opposite Manor Road.
	Re-painting will be ordered.
ACTION: LB

	Norton/Smith/

Thomas
	Further tree work to remove dead branches of trees at the Allotments has been requested by the Chairman of the Allotment Association.
	Following recent meeting at the allotments, the trees in question were identified to JS and MT.  To be discussed under Agenda item 1X(i).
ACTION: JS & MT

	Anderson
	Suggestion received from Seer Green United to supply a metal goal at the Rec for the use of youngsters.
	WORK IN PROGRESS: A proposal including location plan and quotation for one goal to be prepared.  ACTION: AA

	Holder
	A letter was received from a resident regarding the siting of a memorial bench in Jubilee Walk.  It was agreed that a ‘holding’ reply was to be prepared and sent and that an alternative site not on Parish Council land would be investigated.
	One owner of the piece of land in front of the parade of shops has agreed the other is to be approached to see if the bench might be installed there.  
ACTION: JH

	Thomas/Hungin
	A local charity to be approached to see if they would like to fund an additional bench on the Recreation Ground.
	A grant application will be completed.  ACTION: MT/LH  

A photo of the proposed position for the bench will be taken.  ACTION: JH

	Pavilion Sub Committee
	The specification for a new fence around the nursery garden to be discussed with the potential new tenant and recommendations presented to Councillors.
	WORK IN PROGRESS: Awaiting finalisation of the Lease and negotiations in progress.
ACTION: Pavilion Sub Committee

	Hughes
	Offer by Chiltern Society to carry out clearing work in Green Wood in September to be accepted and a date agreed for its commencement.
	ONGOING
ACTION: CH


Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
III. MONTHLY RISK INSPECTIONS:    
i. Health and Safety Issues identified and recommended actions:  Cllr Thomas has completed the May Health and Safety inspection.  Cllr Holder and Cllr Davison-Oakley will carry out the June inspection.  (Action – Cllr Holder, Cllr Davison-Oakley)    
ii. Maintenance issues identified and recommended actions:  It was noted that a number of Rowan saplings were growing by the metal boundary fence in Green Meadow.  Some will be singled out for moving to a better location.  A contractor will be contacted to get their advice (Action – Cllr Hughes)
IV. OTHER HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES:  No further issues were raised.
V. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest.
VI. Correspondence:  
· A request had been received for people in the village to be able to sponsor the planting of cherry trees along the border of the playground and village verges to replace the recently removed ash trees.  It was agreed that it was a good idea but the trees would need to be a reasonable size to stop them being vandalised and the sponsorship would need to include regular watering.  (Action – Clerk)
VII. Finance: 

From 5th May to 1st June 2021:-

Payments amounting to:-          
  


      
  £3,138.45
Income received:-




   
            £13,629.47
The closing bank balances at 31st May 2021 totalled:-                    £92,834.86
i. Review of the Internal Audit report: The internal audit report was reviewed.  The financial systems were found to be in good order and efficiently run.  A recommendation to value future additions to the Fixed Asset Register as exclusive of VAT will be followed.  A letter was sent thanking the Auditor for his inspection and noting that his recommendation will be adhered to going forward.
ii. Approval of Annual Accounts for 2020/2021: The accounts that had been previously circulated to the Council were unanimously approved.  The accounts will now be sent to the external auditors PKF Littlejohn to be inspected.  (Action – Clerk)  The Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited annual governance and accountability return notice will be placed on the noticeboard and website on 4th June 2021 to say that the accounts can be inspected from Monday 14th June until Friday 23rd July by giving reasonable notice to the Clerk.  (Action – Clerk)
VIII.   

Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  
Permitted

PL/21/1306/FA
Mulberry House, 27 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ

Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension.

PL/21/1250/FA
Primavera, 42 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XU

Single storey side extension.

PL/21/1200/FA
32 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XN

Addition of flat roof dormer window on front elevation and replacement of 2 pitched roof dormers on rear elevation with single flat roof dormer window.

PL/21/0992/FA
3 Bayne Hill Close, Seer Green, HP9 2QQ

Two storey side extension.

PL/21/0812/FA
Rotherfield, 43 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XH

Two storey rear and single storey side extensions.

PL/21/0436/FA
Berries, 35 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP

Single storey side and rear extension, loft conversion with a dormer window to each side elevation, new porch canopy, entrance door and side windows.

IX.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. allotments: The updated Allotment Agreement was reviewed and it was agreed that it should include both Seer Green and Jordans residents.  The Allotment Association Chairman had suggested that the cost of a full plot should be increased to £30 per year, this increase was approved.  It was agreed that a strip of soft scrub six feet from the fence line on the edge of the allotments will be cleared so that the Allotment Association can then plant a hedgerow of native species.  No established trees or bushes will be affected by the work.  A tree on the boundary with the stables has a dead branch in the middle which will be inspected.  (Action – Cllr Smith, Cllr Hughes)
ii. newsletter:  It was agreed that a Newsletter will be prepared to include articles on the Community Award, Wildflower areas, Community Infrastructure Levy, new benches, parking issues, new Audio/Visual system in Jubilee Hall and hopefully the new leaseholder for the Pavilion.  A draft will be prepared for the July meeting.  (Action - Cllr Holder, Cllr Hungin, Cllr Smith, Clerk)  Concerns about parking near the school will be sent to the Head Teacher.  (Action – Clerk)
X.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL:   The Jubilee Hall Sub-Committee have reviewed the latest guidelines for use and will review the situation again for general hirers on 25th June.  The gutters have been cleared.  A CCTV Ring system will be installed with two cameras.  The School have been very pleased with the new AV system and a simple user sheet will be prepared.  (Action – Cllr Holder)  The hedge will be cut back during the summer holidays.  
ii. PAVILION: Negotiations are continuing for the proposed new leaseholder for the Pavilion.  Once the terms and conditions have been agreed then the lease will be finalised.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)
iii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES:  The annual safety inspection for Green Meadow and the Outdoor Gym will take place on 2nd June accompanied by Cllr Norton.  Amersham Town Council will be asked to strim the village footpaths.  (Action – Clerk)  It was noted that the verges were being eroded on Bottom Lane by heavy machinery for the two housing developments.  The verges will be monitored.  The ground in front of the benches was being eroded and paving was suggested.  The areas will be inspected.  (Action – Councillors)  It is believed that the water meter at the Recreation Ground is faulty.  Castle Water will be contacted again.  (Action – Clerk)
XI.
information items:  A Christmas Fun Run is being organised by the Rotary for the weekend of 4th/5th December 2021, those entering will get a Santa Suit to wear.  The funds raised will be used to purchase safety books for the schools.  
The meeting closed at 8.58pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 6TH July 2021, at 7.30pm in Jubilee Hall, School Lane.    
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