SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st OCTOBER 2014 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chairman), Cllr A Anderson, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr J Forsaith,       Cllr J Richardson, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr T Norton and Cllr J Holder.
In attendance: 
Mrs K Tilley, Mrs I Giles, Mr T Harding, Mrs K Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION: It was asked whether Beaconsfield High School had been contacted about the girls who stand at the junction of Hearnes Meadow and Chalfont Road, who were blocking the view of oncoming traffic.  The local transport team have been made aware of the issue and Beaconsfield Girls School did raise the issue in assembly.
Concerns were raised about a pothole forming outside the Three Horseshoes.  This road defect has been raised with Transport for Bucks.

Residents noted their disappointment that the Parish Council had to vacate the Parish Church Hall after holding their meeting there for many years.  Residents (that neighbour the hall) were also very concerned about the safety issue of children crossing the road to use the hall when the buses drop off children from school, especially as the evenings are getting dark. As parents were parking on the road (when dropping off and collecting children from the hall) it was making it extremely difficult for the buses to navigate the area. It was asked if the Parochial Church Council could ask their tenant if parents could park on the grasscreted area opposite and it was also requested that they do not leave their advertisement car at this location overnight as it caused an issue for the buses the next morning. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)  
2. CO OPT NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR: Tim Norton and Janna Holder were co-opted onto the Council as new Councillors.  Cllr Norton and Cllr Holder duly signed the acceptance of office.  The Register of Members interest needs to be completed and returned to the Returning Officer at Chiltern District Council via the Clerk.  (Action – Cllr Norton, Cllr Holder, Clerk)
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr M Thomas

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Davison-Oakley and Cllr Hughes.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The staff from Perkin Elmer had carried out another excellent community work day at the Recreation Ground on 25th September. Another letter of thanks will be sent. (Action – Clerk) Perkin Elmer’s Facilities Manager had also asked if the church would like any donations for Harvest Festival.  Contact will be made with the churches.  (Action – Cllr Holder, Clerk)
· At a previous meeting it was agreed to request further information about public access defibrillators. Several emails have been sent and another request will be made. (Action – Clerk) 
· At a previous meeting a resident had complained about issues with the Jolly Cricketers. A meeting was held between the parties concerned to resolve the issue.  The landlord requested that if anyone has any further issues they should please contact him directly.
· Six cones that had been previously used by the Scouts beer festival will now be used for the road closure for the Remembrance Service on Sunday 9th November.  (Action  - Cllr Scourfield)
· It had been agreed that the boiler at Jubilee Hall should be replaced by a hot air heating system which will provide better control. (Action – Cllr Forsaith) A concern was raised that electric would be more expensive than gas to run.  
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The September inspection was completed and logged.  The October inspection will be carried out by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Norton.  The November inspection will be carried out by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Holder and the December inspection will be carried out by Cllr Anderson.  A dead tree in the garden used by the Pre-School at Jubilee Hall is being dealt with.  
4. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  Cllr Davison-Oakley had a declaration of interest in the path as she helped to obtain the grant through the school.
5. Correspondence:
· A quotation had been received for a new boiler for the Pavilion as the existing boiler was broken and very old, so not cost effective to repair.  The boiler repair was deemed extremely urgent and although two other companies were contacted they could not quote or carry out the repair within the timescale required.  Therefore this quotation was approved. (Action – Clerk)
· A large hole had started to form at the allotments.  An expert in sink holes provided recommendations on how to deal with it, which were forwarded onto the Allotment Association. 
6.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to         £5,987.10
Income (incl. transfer from deposit account)         £26,039.39

Closing balances



        £68,942.84
It was agreed that Cllr Thomas and Cllr Anderson would be added as new signatories on the current account. (Action – Cllr Anderson, Cllr Thomas, Clerk)
i. Discussion of 2014/15 budget requirements and Long Term Plan


A preliminary discussion was held on the budget and councillors were asked to comment on the optional expenditure.  (Action – Councillors)
7. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.
Permitted

CH/2014/1366/FA
Five Farthings, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX


Part two storey, part single storey rear extension, single storey front extension, alterations to front and rear roofs, insertion of roof lights and fenestration alterations.

CH/2014/1344/FA

Sparrows, Newbarn Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QZ


Demolition of existing outbuilding and carport and erection of part two storey, part single storey side/rear extension.

CH/2014/1261/FA

38 Hearnes Meadow, Seer Green, HP9 2YJ


Creation of new vehicular access and laying of associated hardstanding.

CH/2014/1194/FA

Meadowside, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX


Single storey rear extension and insertion of roof lantern to existing single storey flat roof over family room. 

CH/2014/1238/FA

Pipers Wood, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Demolition of existing house and erection of replacement dwelling.

Refused
CH/2014/1383/FA
56 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP


Replacement dwellinghouse.

CH/2014/1275/FA
42 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XN


Replacement dwelling, creation of new vehicular access, widening of existing vehicular access and laying of associated hardstanding.

CH/2014/1309/FA
22 Hearnes Meadow, Seer Green, HP9 2YH


Single storey rear/side/front extension, roof alterations and alterations to fenestration. 

8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. green meadow path:  A survey was conducted, by the Living Street’s charity, of parents from the School and Pre-School as to whether parents would want and use a new path through Green Meadow to provide a safer route to school (following a funding offer from the Local Area Forum).  90% of parents voted in favour of the path.  Seven out eight councillors voted to proceed with the path project.  A sub-committee was formed to proceed with the project, which includes applying for planning permission.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Davison-Oakley, Cllr Norton, Cllr Holder)
ii. COUNCILLOR RESPONSIBILITIES:  The following Councillor responsibilities were agreed:-
Cllr Scourfield:- Chairman and Jubilee Hall Chairman until the end of 2014.

Cllr Thomas:- Vice Chairman and responsible for the Green Meadow playground.

Cllr Forsaith:- Treasurer and Green Meadow path.
Cllr Hughes:- Open spaces including the allotments.

Cllr Anderson:- Recreation Ground and Pavilion.

Cllr Davison-Oakley:- School Liaison/Jubilee Hall.

Cllr Richardson:- Speeding, roads and devolution.

Cllr Norton:- Planning

Cllr Holder:- Communications and website.
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The transfer of the freehold of Jubilee Hall has been agreed by Bucks County Council and is now being progressed.  Mrs H. Johnson has been appointed to act on behalf of the Jubilee Hall Committee to deal with the legal aspects of the transfer.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  A quotation was approved to remove dead branches on tree’s at the rear of 8 Seer Mead.   A quotation for a new litter bin with a lid (to replace the one by the Youth Shelter) was approved and will be ordered once the new path has been installed. (Action – Cllr Hughes)  There has been a problem with rats at the allotments.  Advice has been provided by a pest control company and allotment holders have been advised of the actions that need to be taken.  The area will be reviewed in November.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  A number of fruit trees have been planted at the allotments and concern was raised as to whether these would restrict the future use of the allotment when fully grown.  These will be reviewed with the chairman of the Allotment Association.  (Action - Cllr Hughes) There has been an increase in the amount of dog waste left on the Recreation Ground.  Four young children have walked it into the Pavilion in the last week.  The area will be monitored.  The Pavilion gutters need clearing.  (Action – Clerk)  It was agreed to move the litterbin in the Recreation Ground Car park nearer the playing fields to try to stop people dropping litter on the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Cllr Anderson, Cllr Hughes)
10.
Any Other Business:  The Newsletters have been printed and will now be delivered. Cllr Forsaith has sent a letter to Transport for Bucks about the buildup of silt in Bottom Lane.  Cllr Scourfield will attend the Local Area Forum meeting in Little Chalfont on 22nd October.  Cllr Richardson will attend the BCC Devolution meeting in Aylesbury on 15th October.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th November 2014, at 7.30pm in the Baptist Church lounge in Wood Pond Close.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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