SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2nd APRIL 2014 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr A Anderson, Cllr O Davison-Oakley and                        Cllr J Richardson.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mr D Colligan and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1.  OPEN SESSION:   Mr Colligan came to raise concerns about the traffic speeding through the village.  His primary concern was the safety of children who live on Chalfont Road as vehicles drive at speeds up to 60 – 70 MPH in the early mornings and evenings.  Mr Colligan’s concerns will be raised with the Police and a reminder to slow down will be sent to nearby companies. (Action – Clerk)  It was suggested that a mobile VAS could help slow traffic down, this will be investigated further.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  It was also suggested that a petition could be sent to the Police and Bucks County Council (BCC) to help with measures to reduce the speed of the traffic.  Mr Colligan will help to formulate the petition and parents/residents will be asked for their help to support it.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)  A resident came to suggest someone who may be prepared to help with jobs around the village.  It was suggested that they ask the person to contact the Parish Council directly.  They also asked when the Pavilion was to get disabled access and were told that this is under review.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr R Darlington, Cllr B Kane and Cllr M Thomas.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Anderson.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· A representative from Seer Green Gardeners has suggested that the planted flower box is installed behind the white gate on Chalfont Road, so that the flowers can be seen over the top.  This suggestion was approved.  (Action – Clerk) 
· The tall trees in Green Wood that border the rear of one of the Seer Mead properties were inspected by an Arboriculturist who recommended the removal of a couple of branches.  This work will be carried out shortly.  A second quote will be requested for the reduction in height of all the trees from School Lane to the end of Seer Mead. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· A request was sent to Chiltern District Council to put the three recycling bins that will remain at the Recycling Centre against the fence where the glass bins currently stand.
· The two documents sent through from Chiltern District Council have now been reviewed; there were no changes required to the Delivery Plan Submission Document but the submission for Seer Green in the Chiltern Open Space and Recreational Strategy has now been completely rewritten. 
· A meeting was held with the Chairman of the Allotments Association, who said that the debris which has accumulated at the back of the Allotments will be removed and a clause will be added to the allotment agreement to ensure that it prohibits people from bringing rubbish to the site.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  A tap which was found to be leaking has now been repaired.  Following the severe cutting of trees on the Recreation Ground, allotment holders will be asked to contact the Parish Council if any trees are causing a problem.  A further meeting will be held to review the trees that surround the site.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  
· A design specification is required to obtain a quotation for a path through Green Meadow from the main gate to the gate to the school. (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
· It was agreed to proceed with the weed killing of the Recreation Ground over the Easter holidays.  Cllr Anderson will recommend a date and a notice will be placed at the entrances to the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  The spiking will be required in October. 
· A sign will be ordered for the Green Meadow gate, to show the contribution towards the new play equipment from the Lottery run’ Grants for All’.  (Action – Cllr Thomas) 
· Further brambles are being cleared from the Recreation Ground.
· It will be investigated whether Seer Green could be twinned with another similar size village.  (Action – Cllr Kane)
· A concern was raised about the chains at the Cemetery being difficult to see.  Unfortunately galvanised metal chains cannot be painted when they are new.  Reflectors have been placed on the chains.  
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  There were no updates.
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
4. Correspondence:
· Residents in Park Place have raised concerns about the congested parking along Park Place and in the Recreation Ground car park at the weekend.  Many cars have blocked the car park and residents driveways.  In the event of an emergency a vehicle would not be able to attend the area. The sports teams and Scouts have been asked to speak to the people concerned to ensure that this does not happen again.  The situation will be monitored.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
· It was agreed to place an order with Wicksteed for the annual inspection of playground.  (Action – Clerk)
· BCC Rights of Way have offered the Parish Council funding towards cutting the footpaths twice this growing season. They have introduced more stringent rules for the way this work is carried out and have recommended using The Chiltern Society.   It was agreed that the Chiltern Society will be asked to tender for this work. (Action – Cllr Hughes) The offer will be accepted and their legal agreement will be signed and returned.  (Action  - Clerk)
· The new insurance schedule was reviewed and it was agreed to ask local builders to offer a replacement cost for the Pavilion.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
5.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to             £8,570.92
Income 




                £353.57

Closing balances



           £53,294.94
i. Appointment of Internal Auditor:- It was agreed to appoint Mr Ernest Newhouse.  (Action – Clerk)
6. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  The plans for the Venture Hall in Park Place will be reviewed.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
Permitted

CH/2014/0019/FA
48 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP


Insertion of three dormer windows to front elevation, demolition of existing single storey rear section and erection of single storey side/rear extension incorporating habitable space in the loft and conversion of existing attached garage to habitable space.
CH/2014/0023/FA
Cheyenne, 27 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YN 


Single storey front extension, erection of front boundary wall and gates, laying of additional hardstanding and new vehicular access.
CH/2013/2078/FA
40A Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XH


Two storey rear extension and single storey side/rear extension.
CH/2014/0098/FA
Branksome, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX


Side rear first floor extensions, the cladding of existing dwelling and fenestration alterations.
CH/2014/0167/FA
Laneside House, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Single storey side/infill extension, single storey rear glazed extension, installation of two roof lanterns to existing flat roof and new retaining wall.
CH/2014/0322/UA
Seer Green Railway Station, Farm Lane, Jordans


Replacement Footbridge.


7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. risk assessment:  The annual Risk Assessment was approved subject to final amendments.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Cllr Forsaith)  The Councillor inspection schedule was approved and it was agreed that the following inspections would be carried out:- April – Cllr Hughes (Cllr Oakley Davison shadowing), May – Cllr Forsaith, June – Cllr Anderson, July – Cllr Richardson.  
ii. STREETLIGHTS:   A meeting was held with the streetlight operative SSE and a representative from the streetlight manufacturers DW Windsor to consider what the older ornate streetlights, that can now not be repaired, should be replaced with.  It was agreed to go with a swan neck Iffley lantern on an Oxford column. A quotation to replace the light opposite the newsagent’s will be requested. (Action – Clerk)
iii. BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2014:  A list of work to be carried out around the village was approved. A letter will be sent to the contractor to carry out this work. (Action – Clerk)  The footpath by Vicarage Close will be inspected.  (Action – Clerk)
iv. CONSERVATION AREA: The Conservation Studio visited five parishes within the Chiltern District to consider whether they would be suitable to be a Conservation Area.  Conservation areas normally consist of several notable buildings located closely together not green spaces.  It was thought that Seer Green would probably not qualify but a copy of the full report will be sent when the review is completed. 
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: A metal cupboard that had been removed from the store room into the School playground now needs to be removed.  (Action – Cllr Kane)  A member of the Bridge Club had raised concerns about equipment that has been left in front of their cupboard.  This will be investigated further.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  
It will be investigated whether the Local Area Forum (LAF) would provide funding towards street lighting.  (Action – Clerk) Concerns were raised about the boiler at the Pavilion not producing hot water unless the heating was turned on.  The system will be tested.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  It is planned to apply for further funding for Green Meadow.  To support these applications the children at SG Combined School will be making models and drawings of what they would like.  They will support their suggestions by also making a video.  Their work should be completed by the end of June.  Recent accidental damage to the toilet at the Pavilion will be recharged to the Montessori.  (Action – Clerk)
9.
Any Other Business:  A positive meeting was held with the new owner of land previously owned by Manor Farm.  The area is being improved and the fences are being replaced.  They will be asked to clarify what fencing is proposed to be installed along footpath 16 at the back of Hearnes Meadow.  (Action  - Clerk)
Next Meeting – The Parish Council AGM will be held on Wednesday 7th May 2014, at 7.15pm, followed by the Parish Council meeting at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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