SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 2nd APRIL 2019 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr T Norton, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr J Holder, Cllr A Westlake,   Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr L Hungin and Cllr A Anderson.
In attendance: Mrs K Hawes, Mr I Hawes, Mrs J Smith and Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: There were no items raised.
II. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  There were no apologies.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes for the March meeting were approved by Cllr Norton and Cllr Hungin.  The minutes were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign has now been reinstalled and is working.  However, the MVAS still has a fault on the system so a new unit will be requested under warranty. (Action – Clerk)  
· The fence on the path between the Jubilee Hall car park and Green Meadow will be sanded and repainted during the Easter holidays.
· The Oak tree at the rear of the allotments will be checked to see if the two branches have been removed.  (Action – Cllr Thomas, Cllr Hughes)
· The official opening of the Outdoor Fitness Equipment was a great success. County Councillor Tim Butcher and District Councillor Steve Patel came to the opening.  Thanks were given to all those involved especially Cllr Holder for all of her efforts.

· The Great British Spring Clean posters have been put up on the noticeboards.

Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk inspections: Cllr Thomas and Cllr Holder have completed the March inspection.  It was agreed that a limited liability sign is required at all three entrances to Green Meadow.  The suggested wording will be circulated.  (Action – Cllr Holder, Clerk)  It was noticed that the end links of the Bird Nest Swing chains were starting to rust.  This will be brought to the attention of the Playground inspector for their recommendation.  (Action – Clerk)  The tie wraps which have been placed on the top bar over the swings to stop birds landing need replacing.  (Action – Cllr Holder)  The circular bench needs restaining.  Mr Hawes kindly agreed to carry out this work.  The Council will provide all materials.  The Cemetery gate also needs sanding and repainting.  A local contractor will be asked if they will carry out this work.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  Concern was raised about the safety of the fence at the front of Green Meadow where the ash tree had been removed.  The fence will be inspected.  (Action - Cllr Holder) Cllr Anderson will carry out the April inspection.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  Cllr Davison-Oakley and Cllr Holder will carry out the May inspection and Cllr Hughes will now carry out the July inspection.  The outdoor fitness equipment will be added to the Councillor inspection schedule. (Action – Clerk)
III. HEALTH AND SAFETY:  The Pavilion Health and Safety Policy will be reviewed.  (Action - Cllr Norton)  An internal and external inspection will be made of Jubilee Hall during the Easter holidays.  (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley, Cllr Norton)   The Health and Safety inspection list will be updated and circulated to all Councillors.  The Pavilion Fire Emergency Plan will be reviewed.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
IV. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest.
V. Correspondence:  
· The Bucks County Council Devolution Team has sent through a response to recent concerns about the contract.  Details of the mandatory Safety Overview course will be requested. (Action – Clerk)
· The agreed contract from Amersham Town Council will be signed and returned.  (Action – Clerk)
· It was agreed that Wicksteeds will be requested to carry out the Green Meadow Safety inspection in May.  The inspection will be accompanied by Cllr Norton if a convenient date can be found.  (Action – Clerk)

· A letter will be sent to neighbours in Cherrywood Close and adjacent properties about the tall Leylandii trees at the entrance to Cherrywood Close to try and determine ownership of the land and trees.  (Action – Clerk) 

· It was unanimously agreed to give formal support to the ‘Our Living Village’ project and offer to assist in any way possible not only to achieve this goal but to help sustain and protect the extremely valuable long-term legacy of this project for Seer Green and its surrounds.  The proposed draft letter circulated at the meeting to the Chairman of the Chiltern Society confirming our support, which was one of the conditions required for them to provide funding, was approved and will be sent out. (Action – Cllr Thomas)
VI.
Finance  
Payments amounting to:-              
    
  
 
      £15,815.77
Income received:-




   
        £4,758.00

The closing bank balances at 31st March 2019 totalled:-           £43,988.12
£6,000 was transferred out of the Bucks Building Society Deposit Account on 28th March and was credited to the current account on 1st April 2019.

Appointment of Internal Auditor:- It was agreed to appoint Mr Ernest Newhouse as the internal auditor for the financial year 2018-19. (Action – Clerk) 

VII.   

Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  
Permitted

PL/19/0207/FA
Spinfield, 60A Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XU

Single storey front extension and insertion of two windows to side elevation

PL/19/0151/FA
Grays Cottage, Church Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XZ

Erection of single storey outbuilding.

PL/18/4182/FA
Weavers, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2RH

Demolition of existing buildings, erection of replacement dwelling house and garage with hardstanding.

VIII.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. newsletter: Articles were agreed for the next Newsletter. The Scouts will be asked for details on the new Venture Hall.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)  An article will be written about the flooding on Newbarn Lane.  (Action – Clerk)  Photographs of the flowers in Green Wood will also be included.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
IX.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The Preschool are replacing a door and having a new larger shed installed over the Easter holidays.  The new shed will house some of the large equipment currently stored in the Jubilee Hall storeroom.  
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES:  Cllr Hughes cleared rubbish from Green Wood which contained credit cards and personal belongings.  The owner will be contacted.  (Action – Clerk)  It had been requested that rubber matting could be installed between the boot brushes and Recreation Ground car park.  The matting will be researched.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  The shower heads in the Pavilion Changing Rooms will be cleaned over the Easter holidays.  (Action - Cllr Anderson)  Graffiti has been drawn on the bin in Jubilee Walk.  An attempt to remove the graffiti will be made.  (Action – Clerk)  Preliminary investigation will be made into the feasibility of installing a tennis court at the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Cllr Holder, Cllr Hungin)  Cllr Hughes requested a map of the different allotments.  (Action – Clerk)
X.
information items:  The next meeting is the AGM which will be held at the earlier time of 7.15pm.  Apologies were given for the next meeting by Cllr Holder and Cllr Davison-Oakley.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm
Next Meeting – The Parish Council AGM will be held on Tuesday 7th May 2019, at 7.15pm followed by the Parish Council meeting at 7.30pm at Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
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