SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 2nd JUNE 2020 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm
Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr L Hungin, Cllr A Westlake, Cllr J Smith, Cllr T Norton,       Cllr J Holder Cllr A Anderson and Cllr O Davison-Oakley. 
In attendance:  Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: No items were raised.
II. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr C Hughes.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes for the March meeting were approved by Cllr Westlake and Cllr Davison-Oakley.  The minutes were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.  There were no meetings in April or May due to the Covid-19 Pandemic lockdown.  This meeting was held via videoconferencing.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Green Meadow limited liability signs have been delivered and a local handyman will be asked if he can install them.  (Action – Cllr Holder)   
· A meeting about CCTV image quality has been held with Matrix. Upgrading two cameras would cost £240 plus VAT per camera.  A quotation to include installation will be requested and the item will be discussed in more detail at a future meeting. (Action – Cllr Anderson) 

· The removal of a section of blackthorn from the Recreation Ground has been delayed until the autumn.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· A Fire Zone chart will be created for the Pavilion.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Anderson)
· Two new boot brushes/scrapers for the Recreation Ground will be ordered.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)

· Following an insurance claim for the damaged streetlight in Long Grove, the reimbursement for the £250 excess charge has now been paid.
· Fire Assembly point signs have been purchased for the Pavilion and will be installed by the cricket nets.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  
· Cllr Thomas will be setting her email address in the new format. (Action – Cllr Thomas)  Cllr Anderson has setup a new email address which will be circulated.  (Action – Cllr Anderson, Clerk)

· A further subgroup meeting was held with members of the Allotment Association who have been clearing the mound of old glass/metal debris from the border with the Scouts.  Once cleared it will be replanted with saplings.  The fallen tree on the allotment boundary has been removed.
· Storage issues with a hirer of Jubilee Hall have been resolved.  
· One of the Highlands Road name signs has been vandalised.  A replacement sign was ordered. 
· Two trees that had fallen across the footpath to Jordans have been cleared.  
· A new homeowner has repaired the fallen fence panel on their property that borders Jubilee Walk. 
· A wildflower area has been prepared and sown on the corner of Bottom Lane and Long Bottom Lane thanks to funding from Seer Green Gardeners and Jordans Environmental Trust.  

· An email had been received from the Transport for Bucks Area Manager to Hodgemoor Riders Association and the Parish Council about signage following disputes about horse manure on the pavements.  The Highway Code states “You must not take a horse onto a footpath or pavement”. They have offered to install permanent blue signs that state “Horses may ride on the verges but not on the pavement”.  It was agreed to request three signs for the posts already available on Chalfont Road near and on the large green verge.  (Action – Clerk)

· The wooden soldiers had been placed on display for VE day.

· The Parish Council insurance has been renewed with Axa (via Pen) who offered the same cost of cover as Ecclesiastical but with higher sums insured and confirmed that they would offer the same three year Long Term Agreement as Ecclesiastical.  

· Kompan have replaced the bearings on the Multispinner and there is now no lateral movement.  
· The Montessori owner and the adult football team have been advised of their rate increases for this financial year.
· The football league have advised that they have delayed the start of the season until later in the year or possibly January 2021.  An application for a grant has been made to the Football Association for work to the adult pitch.
· The Trio Venturer climbing frame has been repainted as some of the paint was flaking.  The Bus Shelter has also been repainted.
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
III. MONTHLY RISK INSPECTIONS:    
i. Health and Safety Issues identified and recommended actions:  Cllr Hughes has completed the March inspection, Cllr Norton completed the April inspection and the items raised have been resolved. Cllr Thomas has completed the May inspection. A tree had died in Green Meadow and two quotations for its replacement have been requested.  (Action – Cllr Thomas, Cllr Hughes)  The tie-wraps above the swings need replacing and the birds mess needs cleaning off the swings.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Holder, Cllr Thomas)  The pavement through Jubilee Walk is starting to deteriorate and will be reported to Buckinghamshire Council for repair.  (Action – Cllr Thomas) Cllr Hungin is due to complete the June inspection.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)  
ii. Maintenance issues identified and recommended actions:  The fence that borders the Three Horseshoes is still leaning.  The play equipment will be cleaned before the playground is reopened. (Action – Cllr Holder, Clerk) The area behind the Pavilion needs strimming.  (Action – Clerk)  The location sticker on the Defibrillator at Jubilee Hall has faded and needs replacing.  (Action – Clerk)
IV. OTHER HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES:- No issues were raised.
V. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest.
VI. Correspondence:  
· An email will be sent to Transport for Bucks to find out how the three enforcements are progressing following the flooding on Chalfont Road, Rawlings Lane and Bottom Lane. (Action – Clerk)
VII. Finance: 


From 1st April to 2nd June 2020:-

Payments amounting to:-          
  


    £8,090.17
Income received:-




   
  £30,924.83
The closing bank balances at 31st May 2020 totalled:-           £76,357.20
Approval had been given via email during the lockdown for a quotation for streetlight 28 to be replaced with a brighter LED light.  The streetlight has been ordered.

i. Annual Governance Statement:-  The Annual Governance Statement was agreed, approved and signed.
ii. Approval of annual accounts for 2019/20:- The accounts have been subject to an internal audit by Mr Ernest Newhouse who was appointed during the lockdown.  The accounts that had been previously circulated to the Council were approved.  They will now be sent to the external auditors PKF Littlejohn to be inspected.  (Action – Clerk)  The Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited annual governance and accountability return notice will be placed on the noticeboard to say that the accounts can be inspected from Monday 15th June until Friday 24th July by giving reasonable notice to the Clerk.  (Action – Clerk)
iii. Review of the Internal Auditors report:- The internal audit report was duly noted and Mr Newhouse will be thanked for his response. (Action – Cllr Thomas)  A meeting will be arranged to discuss moving funding from the general reserve into earmarked reserves for specific projects.  (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Hungin, Clerk)
VIII.   

Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  It was agreed to object to planning application PL/20/0999/OA - Land to the north of Chalfont Road opposite Manor Road, Chalfont Road. The Outline Application is for the erection of 8 detached houses with associated access road and parking.  County Councillor Tim Butcher had asked the Parish Council if they wanted the application called in to Committee which was agreed and the application has been called in.  The proposed development is in the Greenbelt and previous applications to build on this land have been rejected.  This area of land was also rejected for possible development at Stage 1 of the Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment under the emerging Chiltern & South Bucks Local Plan.  Other key concerns are for the drainage of surface water following the extensive flooding in this area, traffic and limited parking.  It was agreed to write to Cllr Tim Butcher to discuss the concerns and to understand his terms of reference and accountability for planning under the new unitary authority.  (Action – Cllr Hungin) 
Permitted

PL/20/0201/FA 
Charlescot, 4 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP

Proposed extensions to front, side and rear. Proposed roof extension including dormer windows to front and rear and loft conversion.

PL/20/0962/FA
30 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP

Single storey rear extension, insertion of side door, removal of chimney and replacement of rear door.

PL/20/0687/FA
Beaconsfield Golf Club, Farm Lane, Jordans, HP9 2UR

Installation of security gate.

PL/20/0829/FA
10 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XS

Part two storey/part single storey side/rear extension, front porch extension and changes to vehicular access.

PL/20/0846/FA
1 Wood Pond Close, Seer Green, HP9 2XG

Part two storey, part single storey rear extension, front porch infill extension and additional windows to the side elevation.

PL/20/0703/VRC
Cherrygarth, 41 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ

Variation of condition 4 of PL/19/1224/FA (Demolition of an existing outbuilding and construction of a new outbuilding to provide a residential annexe ancillary to the use of the main house) to increase the size of the bedroom in the proposed annexe.

PL/20/0618/FA
78 Farmers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2YY

Single storey rear extension (amendment to planning permission PL/18/3704/FA).

IX.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. newsletter: It was agreed to include the following articles in the next newsletter:- Chairman’s Community Award, the village’s positive response to Covid-19, the repainting of the play equipment, VE Day, the wildflower area/plant event, road update and new audio/visual upgrade for Jubilee Hall.  There was a concern about delivering paper copies so an electronic copy will be circulated and some paper copies will be printed.  Articles should be submitted to Cllr Holder by 12th June.  (Action – Cllr Thomas, Cllr Smith, Cllr Westlake, Cllr Holder, Clerk)
ii. covid 19 response: The village had a very positive and supportive response to Covid-19. A network of co-ordinators and street buddies were setup to leaflet and support residents in every road throughout the village. The Nurse Bott fund provided £2,000 to support residents in Chalfont St Giles, Jordans and Seer Green which was administered through ‘Altogether Communities’.  Buckinghamshire Council have also provided a £2,000 Crisis Fund for Seer Green residents.  These funds have already provided 38 food parcels which have been delivered to residents that have met certain criteria. Support is ongoing and referrals can still be made.  (Action – Cllr Holder, Clerk)  
X.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The new Audio/Visual system has been ordered through Distributed Sound and Video Ltd who had installed the system in the Baptist Church. The installation is planned to start week beginning 10th August.    (Action – Cllr Westlake, Cllr Holder)  
Review of the annual accounts for 2019/2020:  The annual accounts were approved and Mr J Maddox will be asked to inspect the accounts.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES:  It was reported that the footpaths are looking clear.  Work has started to try and improve the junction of Longbottom Lane and the A355.
XI.
information items:  Concern was raised about motorcyclists speeding through the village in the early hours of the morning.  

The meeting closed at 9.10 pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th July 2020, at 7.30pm on Zoom.    
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