SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd JUNE 2015 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr M Thomas, Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr T Norton, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr J Holder.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mr I Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION: A resident complained about a van that was being parked around the village for advertising purposes.  It was explained that if the vehicle is taxed then it has a right to legally park on the road.  As it was parked in an area experiencing parking congestion it was agreed that the company will be asked to reconsider its parking position.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  Further complaints had been received about the considerable amount of dog waste on the Recreation Ground.  CCTV is being considered and a company will be approached for a quotation. (Action – Cllr Thomas)
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr A Anderson, Cllr C Hughes and Cllr J Richardson.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Norton and Cllr Davison-Oakley and duly signed by the Chairman as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The holly clearance in Green Wood will be chased as the application to Chiltern District Council to carry out the work has still not been approved. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· A tree in Green Wood had been marked for possible pollarding by the Chiltern Woodlands Project officer following concerns raised by a resident in Seer Mead.  An enquiry has been made to Chiltern District Council’s Tree Officer to ask if the work can be done on the tree and if the work is permitted, the resident will be allowed to pay for the work if they wish to proceed.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· A considerable amount of work has been completed in preparation for the Bucks Best Kept Village competition.  The notice-boards have been checked and the area round the school has been cleared of all litter.  Some of the unattended graves have been tidied and it was noted that Councillor Hughes has spent many hours ensuring that the village is tidy and litter free. The siding out had been carried out to a very high standard.
· It has been noted that the Youth Shelter is regularly being used by parents and youths.

· It was agreed to try out tie wraps above the swings to stop the pigeons fouling them.  (Action – Clerk)

· The defibrillator has been fitted in the cupboard outside Jubilee Hall.  We are waiting for a date from the NHS to commission the unit.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
· The brambles have not yet been cleared near the white gate on Bottom Lane.  The matter will be discussed with Cllr Hughes.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  Cllr Holder has completed the May inspection and will return the signed report to the Clerk.  (Action – Cllr Holder)  Cllr Anderson will carry out the June inspection.  The following Councillors committed to undertake the following inspections:- Cllr Thomas in July, Cllr Davison-Oakley in August, Cllr Norton in September and Cllr Scourfield in October.  A health and safety risk inspection has been carried out on Jubilee Hall and the Pavilion.  A bolt was missing from the see-saw mechanism housing.  A replacement will be sought.  (Action – Clerk)  The trees from 1 Seer Mead were overhanging the pavement on School Lane.  The householder will be informed and asked to cut them back.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  It was reported that a slat was missing from one of the benches in Green Meadow.  The seat will be inspected.  (Action – Clerk)  The new resident at 1 Stable Lane contacted the council to say she intended to cut back the foliage which is overhanging the pavement in Stable Lane.
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no new declarations of interest.
4. Correspondence:
· A further eight parents had written to thank the council for the new and safer path to school through Green Meadow.  A summary of the many comments received from both parents and grandparents will be printed in the next newsletter.  Details will be provided to Living Streets for the size of sign that could be put on the Green Meadow fence to show their funding of the new path. (Action – Clerk)  
· Jordans Taverners Cricket Club has asked for support to renovate the cricket square at the end of the current season.  It was agreed to support them in this work. (Action – Clerk)
· Tree Preservation Order No10 of 2014 had been finalised for the land at 41 Gurnells Road.
· The annual safety report for Green Meadow had been received which will be reviewed and the work required will be prioritised for the September meeting.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
5.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to          £7,637.87
Income 




         £13,670.53

Closing balance of all accounts.

         £72,249.54

The VAT return has been received back for both the Parish Council and Jubilee Hall.  A successful internal audit had been conducted.  The auditor noted that they were pleased to see a new proprietary financial system in place. He requested that further detail was added to the asset register.  (Action – Clerk) It was agreed that the unused petty cash imprest of £100 was paid back to the council.  (Action – Clerk)  It was also noted that the council had a high level of reserves due to an unexpected level of success in obtaining grant funding.  It was therefore agreed to review several streetlights that had been damaged by vehicles starting with the light in Long Grove nearest the shops.  Councillors were all asked to review the village to see where improvements could be made.  (Action – All Councillors)
6. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  

Permitted

CH/2015/0614/FA
Bottom Wood, 52 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YW 

Part two storey, part first floor, part single storey rear/side/front extension.

CH/2015/0564/FA
The Beeches, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH

Insertion of five dormer windows to facilitate habitable accommodation in the roofspace.

CH/2015/0531/FA
Woodstacks, Wynnswick Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XW

Part two storey part single storey rear/side extension, single storey front extension, fenestration alterations.

CH/2015/0547/FA
Clear Croft, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH 

Single storey rear, first floor side extension.

CH/2015/0447/FA 
Hearnes Mead, 10 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2YG

Erection of an outbuilding, conversion of existing garage to habitable accommodation (retrospective), widening of existing vehicular access, entrance gate, brick pillars and car turntable.

Refused

CH/2015/0632/AGN - Agricultural Notification

Land To NW Of Chalfont Road Opposite Manor Road, Chalfont Road, Seer Green

Creation of agricultural access road.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i.       green wood – chiltern rangers: A proposal from Chiltern Rangers for work in Green Wood had been received and was circulated to all Councillors for discussion.   A representative from Chiltern Rangers will attend the July meeting to discuss the project further.  
ii.       play equipment for green meadow: Following the last playground survey it was agreed that further play equipment was required for children aged 7 and above.  Following research it was agreed in principle to raise funds towards a large Spacenet and a Supernova roundabout made by Kompan and appropriate safety surfacing.  Details for this further project will be in the next newsletter.  £5000 has been allocated to play equipment in the Long Term Plan approved in December. However the year end reserves are better than anticipated, and the council agreed to increase this to £10.000 if required.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  Following a recent letter from a young resident requesting a skate park, research has discovered that the cost (in excess of £50,000) would be outside the remit of the Parish Council.  A letter will be sent explaining the decision also providing details of the new skate park project which is being funded in Chalfont St Peter at a cost of £250,000.  (Action – Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall Committee has received confirmation of the completion of the purchase of the freehold of Jubilee Hall on 1st June 2015 for a consideration of £1.00.  The new title is being registered at Land Registry.  Mr J Maddox has audited the Jubilee Hall accounts.  The trustees report had been completed and will be filed on the Charity Commission website.   (Action – Clerk)  A further two new sets of fire doors will be fitted on 6th June.  (Action – Clerk)  The quotation for the new boiler and the servicing of the heating fans had not yet been received and will be chased.  (Action – Clerk)  
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  The planter on Chalfont Road that was vandalised will be replaced shortly by Seer Green Gardeners.  (Action – Clerk)  The Parish Council have been speaking to the agent for the Religious Society of Quakers for the urgent cut back of the foliage on the corner of Longbottom Lane and Potkiln Lane which is a safety hazard for vehicles as they are unable to see oncoming traffic.  (Action – Clerk)  
9.
Any Other Business:    A meeting has been arranged with Chiltern District Council to discuss the neighbourhood plan.  Village groups, businesses and organisations have been identified to receive a Newsletter which will invite them to join a group, which will be independent of the Parish Council and will progress the project to the next stage.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith) 
The Big Lunch is being held on Sunday 7th June.  All welcome
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st July 2015, at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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