SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 2014 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chairman), Cllr M Thomas, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr J Forsaith and                  Cllr C Hughes.
In attendance: 
Mr M Lister, Mr T Norton, Ms J Holder, Revd. C Messervy, Mr S Patel, Mr T Harding, 
   Mr I Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION: Marc Lister, a Paramedic from the South Central Ambulance NHS Trust, came to discuss opportunities to improve safety in the village.  He was keen to recruit people to be volunteer community first responders.  Training would be provided by the Trust and the volunteer would be expected to do approximately 20 hours a month. Notices on how to volunteer will be placed on the notice boards and on the Parish Council website. He also discussed public access defibrillators and further information will be requested. (Action – Clerk) 
A resident had asked if the trees that overhang footpath 20, which runs alongside Holy Trinity church yard could be cut back. Revd. Messervy will discuss the matter with the Parochial Church Council.

A resident had complained about late night drinking, excessive noise and parking issues from people visiting and working at the Jolly Cricketers. These matters will be discussed with the owners of the Jolly Cricketers.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  If cars are parking illegally on the pavement ,then it was requested that they should be photographed and reported to the Police.  However, it was stressed that care should be taken when taking photographs of illegally parked cars as this can sometimes result in a confrontation with the owner.
Mrs Amanda Baker from the Jolly Cricketers had hoped to attend the meeting but due to illness sent her apologies.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr A Anderson.  

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Thomas.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The staff from Perkin Elmer had carried out an excellent community work day at the Recreation Ground on 8th July, and a letter of thanks has been sent.  They have now kindly offered to do another day on Thursday 25th September 2014.  (Action – Clerk) 
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The July inspection needs to be logged in the inspection book. (Action - Cllr Richardson). The August inspection was completed and logged.  The September inspection will be carried out by Cllr Davison-Oakley and Cllr Thomas.  
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
4. Correspondence:
· Tree Preservation Order No.7 of 2014 had been received from Chiltern District Council (CDC) for land at Oak Underwood, Long Grove.
· A letter of complaint had been received from a resident about the smell coming from Wapsey’s Wood. The resident will be advised that now the waste flanks have been lined with a polyethylene membrane and this lining/capping has now been completed, the smell should have now stopped.  
· Seer Green did not win the Best Kept Village competition this year but received a ‘Highly Commended’ certificate for the category entered.  The judging comments will be put in the next Newsletter. 

· In July a tree inspection was conducted on the trees at the rear of the Seer Mead properties.  Quotations have been received for the recommendations from the report.  These were approved.  CDC will be asked for permission to carry out the work.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· Cllr Brian Kane has resigned due to work commitments effective from the end of August.  The Council noted their appreciation of his work on many projects, especially Jubilee Hall, of which he was Chairman.  A vacancy notice will be placed on the board and the Returning Officer at CDC will be advised.  (Action – Clerk)
· The Big Lottery Fund has asked the Parish Council to complete an End of Grant report. (Action – Cllr Thomas)
· The Chilterns Dial-A-Ride appealing for financial support. The Parish Council agreed not to support them financially at this time. (Action – Clerk)
· The Annual Return had been received back from the external auditors Mazars.  A notice giving residents the opportunity to inspect the Annual Return will be placed on the board. (Action – Clerk)
· The Parochial Church Council has advised that they are no longer able to accommodate the Parish Council at the regular time in the Parish Church Hall. Therefore the meeting will now move to a meeting room at the Baptist Church. (Action – Clerk)
5.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to        £13,092.49
Income (incl. transfer from deposit account)         £13,958.82

Closing balances



         £54,296.99
£2968.82 had been claimed back from Bucks County Council as it was funding from the Local Area Forum for the new seats in Green Meadow.  It was agreed not to increase the rent for the Montessori for the next school year.  It will be reviewed again in July 2015.  (Action – Clerk)
6. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website. A letter of objection to application CH/2014/1121/FA - Oldefields Equestrian Centre, Chalfont Road was sent to CDC.
Permitted

CH/2014/1158/FA
29 Hearnes Meadow, Seer Green, HP9 2YJ

Single storey rear conservatory linking main dwelling to detached outbuilding. 

CH/2014/0924/FA        Ponds Lodge, Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


Single storey front/side extension.

CH/2014/0901/FA
Lyndhurst, 22 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL


First floor front/side extension, conversion of garage into habitable accommodation, fenestration alteration, detached garage.

CH/2014/0970/TP
1 Hearnes Close, Seer Green, HP9 2QT


Crown reduction of a pine tree - protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

CH/2014/0999/FA
1 Dell Lees, Seer Green, HP9 2UJ
S

Single storey rear/side extension incorporating conversion of part garage to residential accommodation, extension to site boundary wall.
CH/2014/0931/FA
Old Vicarage, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH 


Part two storey, part single storey front/side/rear extension incorporating second floor accommodation in roof space and rear balcony, rear roof extension, two storey bay window to rear elevation, single storey front/side extensions, relocation of vehicular access with associated hardstanding and gates.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. speeding:  The Parish Council is considering commissioning Bucks County Council (BCC) to do a report for recommendations on reducing the traffic speed through the village.  This report will cost approx £4,000 so the PC will need to raise the funding towards it. This report should identify what traffic calming can be done and the costs involved.  A resident had discussed raising a petition about concerns of the speeding traffic.  It was agreed that the petition could be enclosed in the next Newsletter, if they were prepared to get one printed.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. green meadow path:  It was previously agreed to provide a new path through Green Meadow to provide a safer route to school (following a funding offer from the Local Area Forum).  The Parish Council need to determine if the parents would use this path, therefore a survey will be conducted, with the help of Living Street’s charity and the school.  The results of the survey will be discussed at the next meeting. (Action – Clerk)
iii. VERGE GRASS CUTTING:  BCC would like to devolve a number of services, including grass cutting, to clusters of Parish Councils.  BCC currently cut the grass (within the 30mph area) six times a year and say that if they retain this service the number of cuts will be further reduced to possibly three cuts.  Amersham Town Council can offer a similar service to the existing six cuts within the financial offer made by BCC for the next year.  It was therefore agreed to go with Amersham Town Council for 2015/16.  (Action - Clerk)
iv. NEWSLETTER: It was agreed that the following articles would be included in the Newsletter:- Green Meadow update, Open Gardens review, NHS Community First Responders and the new school woodland walk.  (Action:- Cllr Thomas, Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The report on the heating system is still being reviewed and quotations will be requested when the decision has been made on the type of system to be installed. (Action – Cllr Forsaith) The next Jubilee Hall committee meeting is on 16th September 2014.  As Cllr Kane has resigned, Cllr Scourfield has offered to chair any further meetings in 2014.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  Unfortunately there has been considerable litter left in Green Meadow over the holidays, also glass has been broken around the Youth Shelter and new seating.  There have been many wasps in the bin by the Youth Shelter over the summer, so a quotation will be requested for a new bin with a lid. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
9.
Any Other Business:  A Beer Festival will be held at the Scout Hut on 13th and 14th September.
The Remembrance Service will be held on Sunday 9th November.  School Lane will be closed from 10.30 until 11.30.  Notices about the road closure will be put up well in advance.  It was agreed that Cllr John Forsaith and the Clerk will marshal the road closure on the day. Another marshal is required. 
It was agreed to install a pan and tilt camera at the Pavilion. (Action - Clerk)
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st October 2014, at 7.30pm venue to be advised.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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