SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4th APRIL 2018 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr C Hughes, Cllr J Holder, Cllr A Westlake, Cllr T Norton,    Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr J Forsaith.
In attendance: 
Mrs K Hawes, Mr I Hawes, District Cllr S Patel, Mrs A Norbury and Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: Cllr Patel apologised for the unprofessional way some of the members of the Chiltern District Council Planning Committee conducted themselves at a recent meeting where they discussed the application for Seer Green Post Office at 36 Chalfont Road.  The terrible state of the local roads, especially Bayne Hill, was discussed and it was asked if we could paint round the potholes so they can be seen.  It was pointed out that you cannot paint on the highway but everyone was encouraged to log the potholes on the Transport for Bucks online system.  The problems have been raised with the Bucks County Council (BCC) Local Area Technician by the Clerk.  The worst affected areas will be reported again.  (Action – Clerk)  The Council was thanked for getting the village name signs reinstated on the village boundary of Longbottom Lane.  The sign to Seer Green and Jordans on the A40 is still hard to read as it is so dirty.  This has also been reported to BCC. The Council was advised that a new sign for the village had been installed on Potkiln Lane.  There are drainage issues at the junction of Bottom Lane and Longbottom Lane and also outside Red Cottage on Longbottom Lane.  These issues have been raised with the Local Area Technician who will be inspecting the problem.  There are no flood warning signs on Newbarn Lane for the flood on the sharp bend.  The Local Area Technician will be asked if they can be placed in this area.  (Action – Clerk)  A resident has asked if kerb stones can be placed at the boundary of her property on Longbottom Lane as their verge is been eroded and the road reflectors are constantly being knocked down.  BCC had said that they would not want to install them at this point as it would cause further drainage issues but as the neighbouring properties have kerbstones the matter will be investigated further.  (Action – Clerk)
II.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr L Hungin and Cllr A Anderson.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Holder and Cllr Hughes and were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· It had been previously noticed that the right hand side of the cemetery, at the rear of the Seer Mead gardens, was untidy and littered with items from the cemetery.  The area has been cleared of items from the cemetery and will be monitored.
· A proposed meeting on Thursday 17th May was agreed for a visit by Mr N Marriner from the Chilterns Conservation Board scheme called “Chalk, Cherries and Chairs” which provides advice and funding for improvements to local community sites by planting fruit trees and community orchards, encouraging wildflowers and natural habitats to discuss potential projects for Seer Green.  A walk round the village will be followed by a meeting in the Baptist Church Lounge. (Action – Clerk)
· Cllr Anderson agreed to demonstrate the CCTV system to other data controllers. (Action – Cllr Anderson, Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Holder and Cllr Davison-Oakley)
· A meeting was held with the Bucks County Council Local Area Technician’s to discuss the ongoing issues in the village. A site meeting to review the issues and to agree the positioning of the Mobile Vehicle Activated Signs will be held after the Easter holidays.  (Action – Clerk)
· A sanitary bin has been ordered for the Pavilion.
· A builder will be asked to provide a quotation for a slope to allow easier access to the Pavilion for the disabled and young children. (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
· A new LED lantern has been ordered for streetlight column 14 in Howard Crescent, bringing the total to 10 out of 68 streetlights that have been upgraded to LED.
· A new Jubilee Hall deposit account has been opened with CCLA who provide a better interest rate to charities. Correspondent information needs to be confirmed.  (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley)
· Following General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) training Cllr Holder will communicate the key recommendations.  (Action – Cllr Holder)
· Contact had been made with Affinity Water to investigate the water system at the Recreation Ground and allotments.  There are at least two meters which have their own pipe maps available at a cost of £50 per map. It was agreed to confirm the meters serial numbers and purchase the appropriate maps.  (Action – Cllr Hungin, Clerk)  
· It was noted that there had been an accumulation of mud on the Recreation Ground car park surface.  A local contractor has been asked if he can regularly sweep the area clear.  
· A contractor has severed the ivy on trees at the Recreation Ground.  

      Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk inspections: Following concerns raised in the January Risk Assessment a branch from the ash tree in Green Meadow, which was overhanging School Lane, has been removed.  Cllr Westlake has completed the March Risk Assessment and noted that there were marked fallen trees that needed to be removed which has been scheduled.  Cllr Hungin will be conducting the March risk inspection.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)
III. HEALTH AND SAFETY:  The master list of all of the regulatory and safety inspections has been updated with the latest inspections and circulated. There were no issues raised.
IV. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Holder declared an interest in the item on Jubilee Hall as they are both Seer Green CE School Governors. 
V. Correspondence:
· An asset nomination form was sent to Chiltern District Council for Lambs Newsagents and Post Office, 36 Chalfont Road, Seer Green to be listed as a Community Asset.
· A resident had asked whether a crossing could be placed along the footpath between School Lane and the station where the footpath crosses Long Bottom Lane. Unfortunately the cost would be prohibitive.
· Further complaints had been received about dog fouling in the Howard Road and Howard Crescent area.  Warning posters were put up in the vicinity.
· Complaints had been received about cars parking on the double yellow lines on the corner of Howard Road and on the corner of Church Road.  The problem was logged again with NSL who are the company contracted by BCC Transport for Bucks to run the 'Parking Help Line' and enforce parking restrictions across the County. Residents have been encouraged to contact the company directly if they experience issues.
· The owner of the Chilterns Montessori was concerned that the metal pull down screen for the art room at the Pavilion was getting harder to close.  The screen will be inspected and a recommendation made.  (Action – Cllr Norton, Clerk)
· Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd (SAAA) has appointed PKF Littlejohn LLP as the external auditor for 5 years from 2017/18.
VI.
Finance  
Payments amounting to:-              
    
  
 
     £4,084.50
Income received:-




   
        £477.94

The closing bank balances at 31st March 2018 totalled:-
   £46,809.32
Quotations were approved to reduce holly in Green Wood and reduce the height of the beech hedges at the front of the Cemetery and in Green Meadow on the road down to Jubilee Hall. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
i. Section 137 Payments:- It was resolved to sponsor the next Scout Beer Festival for £200 as they are in the final stages of fund raising for their new hall. (Action – Clerk)  
ii. Appointment of an Internal Auditor:- It was agreed to appoint Mr E Newhouse as auditor for the financial year 2017-18. (Action – Clerk)  
iii. Clerk Salary:- A closed minute was recorded for the Clerks salary. (Action – Clerk)  
VII.   Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website. 
Permitted

CH/2018/0184/FA
Barn Cottage, Newbarn Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QZ

Single storey rear outbuilding.

CH/2018/0103/FA 
Broom House, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH

Demolition of existing garage, erection of two storey side/rear extension and relocation of vehicular access.

CH/2018/0062/FA
Morello, 16 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YW

Demolition of existing rear conservatory, construction of single storey side and rear extensions, front roof-light, associated landscaping, relocation of existing outbuilding.

CH/2018/0049/FA
5 Farmers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2YY

Single storey rear extension, front porch and alterations to the existing attached store

CH/2018/0039/FA
7 Coat Wicks, Seer Green, HP9 2YR

Single storey rear extension.

VIII.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. LOCAL AREA FORUM: BCC have advised that there may still be £4,000 available for Seer Green for the current financial year.  It was agreed to apply for funding for a Community Orchard at the Recreation Ground and disabled access for the Pavilion. (Action – Cllr Thomas)
ii. NEWSLETTER:  All articles should be sent to Cllr Holder who will circulate a draft copy in the third week of April for approval.  (Action – Cllr Holder)
iii. UNITARY AUTHORITY CONSULTATION:  The Parish Council was disappointed to learn that the Secretary of State, Sajid Javid, has announced in parliament that he is “minded” to implement Buckinghamshire County Council’s proposal to replace the existing five councils in Bucks with a single county-wide unitary authority. There is now a period until 25 May 2018 during which further representations can be made to the Secretary of State.  The Parish Council resolved to write to explain their serious concerns.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)

IX.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: Jubilee Hall has received a significant number of bookings and it is struggling to meet future demand, especially with the temporary closure of the Scout Hut. The Parochial Church Council have been asked if the Parish Church Hall will come back into village use when the current contract is up for renewal.  The hall is having a deep clean over the Easter holidays.  Quotations have been requested to upgrade the lighting to LED. (Action – Clerk)  
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES: The Allotment Association will be asked when the new allotment agreement will be issued to tenants.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  The devolved services payment has been received.  The first grass cut is planned for the end of April.
X.
information items: Cllr Holder had seen a scheme called ‘Derbyshire Rocks’ where stones had been painted and hidden around the area for people to search and find.  It was agreed that a scheme could be trialled in Seer Green. 

The meeting closed at 9.05pm
Next Meeting – The Parish Council AGM will be held on Wednesday 2nd May 2018, at 7.15pm followed by the Parish Council meeting at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
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