SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4th SEPTEMBER 2013 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith,  Cllr C Hughes, Cllr R Darlington, Cllr M Thomas,            Cllr B Kane, Cllr A Anderson and Cllr L Dandeker.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mr T Prideaux and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  Concerns were raised about several vehicles that had parked on the narrow stretch of Chalfont Road near Lamb’s Newsagent, which had caused traffic to drive on the opposite carriageway, where it is difficult to see oncoming traffic.  If it becomes a regular occurrence then residents are asked to inform the local Police Officer.
It was reported that untaxed cars are being parked on Howard Road near the garage.  These cars should be reported directly to the Police.

It was confirmed that minutes could not be publicly displayed until approved at a subsequent meeting. However a list of meeting dates will be displayed. (Action – Clerk)
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr O Davison-Oakley.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Forsaith.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Chairman offered sincere thanks to both Villagers and Councillors who had helped with the successful dedication of the War Memorial.
· The Norwegian Maple on Chalfont Road has now been reshaped following work to clear the ditches, where limbs on one side had to be removed so that large machinery could access the area.
· Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC) Rights of Way department have confirmed that they will pay the invoice for the first cut of the village footpaths and have confirmed that they will allocate a further sum for a second cut.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)

· The cherry tree in Jubilee Walk is obscuring the streetlight and needs to be cut back. The contractor will be chased (Action – Cllr Hughes)  
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The Risk Inspection Schedule has been updated and signed by Cllr Forsaith following quarterly inspections of the Cemetery and Green Meadow. The Parish Council is still awaiting the annual arboriculture report which has been chased several times.  (Action – Clerk)
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  Cllr Anderson declared an interest on a Planning Application in Drovers Way and Cllr Forsaith declared an interest on an issue with traffic near the school as he is a Governor.
4. Correspondence:
· An email had been received from Bucks & Milton Keynes Association of Councils (BMKAC) to say that Seer Green has been judged winner of the DeFraine Cup in this year's Best Kept Village Competition and also that Seer Green won the Savills Community Award.

· Chiltern District Council (CDC) wrote to say that Seer Green has won the Leofwine Shield 2013 as the village within the District achieving the highest number of points in Best Kept Village. The Chairman will collect the award on 10th September. (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
· The council agreed a donation to Holy Trinity Church, following an appeal, provided certain conditions were met.  The cut back of the tree on the corner of Church Road and Chalfont Road is also outstanding as it is obscuring the streetlight.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
· A quotation had been received for resurfacing the path with tarmac from Jubilee Hall car park into Green Meadow. As this will cost a significant sum, another quote will be sought and the decision will be deferred.  (Action – Clerk) A barrier also needs to be considered to stop children running into the road although concerns were raised about the position of the barrier, as the edge of the pavement is used for overflow parking when the hall is busy.
· BCC have produced a ‘Traffic Calming in Bucks’ booklet to provide guidance on traffic calming options and costs involved. A link to this booklet, which is also available online, will be made from the Parish Council website ‘News’ section.  (Action – Clerk)
· Cllr Hughes asked for an alternative quotation for the village hedge cutting.  The contracts will be discussed in March and an alternative quote will be requested.  (Action – Clerk)
5. Finance  

Payments (from main account) amounting to       £12,842.40
Income (incl. transfer to main account)
        £19,247.00

Closing balances (unconfirmed)  

        £71,235.52
A closed minute about the Clerk’s salary was recorded.
Mazars, the external auditor, have completed the audit of the Parish Council accounts for the year ended 31st March 2013.  Notification will be placed on the notice board and website. (Action – Clerk)
i. New Accounts Software: Cllr Scourfield advised that he would like to step down as Treasurer in the next financial year.  As the current accounting system is based on spreadsheets designed by Cllr Scourfield alternative financial software package, which had been recommended by neighbouring Parish Council’s will be reviewed in September.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
ii. Deposit accounts: The bank who hold the Parish Council’s deposit account have recently advised that they will further reduce their interest rate.  An alternative account will be considered.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Information had been sent by CDC about Tree Preservation Order (provisional) No.9 of 2013 on Land at Wildwoods, Long Grove, Seer Green.  Comments to CDC are required by 10th September.

The Parish Council agreed to write to CDC’s Planning Department with their concerns about planning application CH/2013/1090/FA, Oldefields Equestrian Centre. (Action – Cllr Darlington)
Permitted
CH/2013/1039/TP  
Fox Fire, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH


Felling of a beech tree protected by a Tree Preservation Order.
 
CH/2013/1016/FA
12 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XS


Single storey rear/side extension, side/rear extension and alterations to existing outbuilding incorporating part conversion of garage.


CH/2013/0794/FA
Driftwood, 6 Park Place, Seer Green, HP9 2FJ 


Single storey rear extension and fenestration alterations.
 

CH/2013/0890/FA
Tussocks, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UL 


Part first floor, part two storey rear extension, conversion of garage to residential accommodation and fenestration alterations.
 


CH/2013/1118/FA  
9 Drovers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2XF


New pitched roof over existing front porch
.


CH/2013/1183/FA
Meadow View, 56 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


Single storey rear extension.
 

CH/2013/1210/FA
Dormers, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX


Two storey rear extension incorporating dormer windows, alterations to existing front dormer windows, pitched roof above existing garage, fenestration alterations, render and associated hard standing.
 
Refused

CH/2013/0754/FA
56 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP 


Part single storey, part first floor front/side/rear extensions, new roof incorporating dormer windows and roof lights to serve first floor accommodation, render to front, side and rear elevations and alterations and additions to fenestration.

CH/2013/1048/FA   Lynwood, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX


Replacement dwelling.
7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. LONG GROVE WOOD:  Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust have written to the Parish Council asking if they would like to take over Long Grove Wood by means of a Lease or Freehold transfer.  It was unanimously agreed that the Council would, in principle like to take over the Freehold and would like to invite a representative from BBOWT to the next meeting to discuss the matter further.  (Action – Clerk)  It was also agreed that if the transfer proceeds then the Parish Council would increase the precept by £2k for annual maintenance of the woodland.
ii. GREEN MEADOW PLAYGROUND REFURBISHMENT:  The Parish Council has formed a sub-committee to select new playground equipment.  Unfortunately the Council were unsuccessful with their application for grants from Veolia and Chiltern District Council, it was therefore agreed that expenditure of up to £19.6k could now be made on playground equipment which will be identified by an early meeting of the subcommittee.  (Action:- Playground sub-committee, Cllr Scourfield) Work required on the Jolly Gerald see-saw will be deferred until it is decided whether this piece of play equipment will be kept.  (Action – Clerk)
iii. GREEN WOOD: Following a recent quotation to clear holly from the front section of Green Wood, the arboriculturist was asked to apply to Chiltern District Council for this work to be carried out as the wood is under a Tree Preservation Order.  Unfortunately the work has not yet been approved by CDC, so this will be chased as the work should be carried out in the autumn/winter. A second quotation for further holly clearance was also approved. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The annual Trustee report has now been submitted to the Charities Commission.  John Perry from Bucks County Council Legal department will be asked for an update on the transfer of ownership.  (Action – Cllr Kane)  BCC has been asked for Legionella tests to be carried out on the hall water supplies. Unfortunately BCC have not responded to these requests so they will be chased.  (Action – Clerk)  The next meeting of the Jubilee Hall Sub-Committee is on Tuesday 24th September.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  The brambles have been cut back at the edge of the Recreation Ground near the cricket nets and the grounds maintenance contractor has been asked to mow the area to the same level as the existing grass using special equipment.  Several people walking the footpaths have been found lost on the Recreation Ground as they are unclear which way the footpath goes.  Extra signs will be ordered to help navigate the area.  (Action – Cllr Hughes) Several residents have complained about parents parking in the cemetery when dropping children at school.  It was agreed that post and chains would be installed at each entrance to prevent this.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
9.
Any Other Business: 
i. Best Kept Village presentation:  The Lord Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire Sir Henry Aubrey-Fletcher (accompanied by up to 12 people from BCC and BMKAC) will be presenting Seer Green with the DeFraine Cup on Saturday 14th September at 3.30pm.  This will take place beside Best Kept Village sign in the churchyard on Chalfont Road, followed by tea in the Parish Hall. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Hughes, Clerk)
A draft of the next Newsletter No. 19 will be prepared for the next meeting.  Articles should be sent to the Clerk in the next two weeks.  (Action – Cllr Thomas, Cllr Dandeker)

The School is considering measures for road safety including new posts to stop parking on the grass.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)

Recently several strategies and consultations have been forwarded to Councillors including the new joint Sustainable Community Strategy and Tax Reduction Scheme.  The Chairman stressed to Councillors that it was important that they read them and respond, where appropriate.  (Action – All Councillors)
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd October 2013, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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