SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4th DECEMBER 2013 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr R Darlington, Cllr O Davison-Oakley,            Cllr B Kane and Cllr A Anderson.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

· OPEN SESSION:  Concerns were raised about the state of the overgrown fields on the footpath to Jordans.  Unfortunately these fields are outside the jurisdiction of the council.  
It was commented that it had been good to be at the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday and that the churches had organised the service well.  

Concerns were raised again about the children who stand and wait for the bus at the entrance of Hearnes Meadow, unfortunately they are obscuring the view of oncoming traffic.  Contact will be made with the school concerned to ask if they can stand further back from the edge of the road.  (Action – Clerk)  
The Council had received many positive comments from parents whose children are enjoying the new play equipment in Green Meadow.

1. Apologies for absence: Cllr M Thomas and Cllr L Dandeker. 
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Information and costs have been requested from Bucks County Council for direction signs to the station, for people visiting the centre of the village. (Action – Clerk)
· Information and costs have been requested from the Waste Team for litterbins that include a recycling section.  (Action – Clerk)
· The recently won Best Kept Village Competition DeFraine cup, Leofwine Shield and Saville Community Award will be passed to the Jolly Cricketers for display. (Action - Cllr Scourfield)
· Reflectors need to be ordered for the chains at the Cemetery entrance.  (Action – Clerk)  
· The tarmac resurfacing of the path from Jubilee Hall car park into Green Meadow will be carried out in the New Year.  The cost will be shared with the school and Jubilee Hall.  (Action – Clerk)  
· The cutting back of the hazel in Green Meadow will be delayed until the new financial year.
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The Risk Inspection Schedule has been updated and signed by Cllr Hughes following quarterly inspections of the allotments, Green Wood, Recreation Ground, cemetery and Green Meadow.  
2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
3. Correspondence:
· A legionella audit on the Pavilion has been received from Vectair.  The report will be reviewed and the recommendations will be agreed at the next meeting.  (Action: Cllr Forsaith)
4. Finance  

Payments (from main account) amounting to         £7,550.63
Income 




        
   £75.00

Closing balances



        £78,220.05
i. Insurance: It was agreed to include both the War Memorial and new play equipment as assets for insurance cover.   The council's Public Liability insurance will provide cover for the playground equipment and the War Memorial for no additional premium. 
ii. Finance Software: The RBS Alpha accounting system has been ordered and a training day has been arranged on 17th January 2014.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  A Seer Green resident has made a complaint to BT about their engineers driving on and damaging the grass verge in front of the War Memorial.  They also leave the cabinets open and leave litter on the verge.  BT has apologised and will resolve the issue with their engineers.
Permitted

CH/2013/1573/FA26 
Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XN


Single storey front infill extension, single storey side extension, new chimney, removal of car port and alterations to fenestration.

CH/2013/1622/TP
Fox Fire, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH


Felling of a beech tree protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

Refused

CH/2013/1513/FA
16 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP


Two storey rear extension and insertion of rooflights in rear roofslope of existing dwelling.
CH/2013/1340/FA
Littlewick, Wynnswick Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XW


Part demolition of existing property, erection of new detached dwelling and creation of vehicular access with associated hardstanding.

CH/2013/1400/FA
Lodge Cottage, Rawlings Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


Erection of detached outbuilding.
7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. BUDGET, LONG TERM PLAN AND PRECEPT:  The Council approved the budget for 2014/15 and agreed to increase the precept to £42,500. This represents a 2.4% increase following three years without an increase.  The request for the increase to the precept will be sent to Chiltern District Council.   (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  The budget will provide a small surplus; this will help to fund the Long Term Plan which was also approved at the meeting. 
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: Bucks County Council’s Legal department has indicated that the transfer of the lease may happen in the next few months, subject to contract.  It was agreed that the School will be charged monthly for their use of the hall from April 2014.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  The Montessori will be asked to ensure that their garden equipment is locked away properly when not in use.  (Action – Clerk)
9.
Any Other Business: 
i. Consultation on Chiltern AONB management plan:  The management plan has been reviewed and the feedback, which was agreed at the meeting, will be forwarded to the Chilterns Conservation Board.  (Action – Clerk)  
ii. Youth involvement questionnaire: The questionnaire about the Youth Civic Futures Project was discussed and it will be completed and returned to BCC.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
iii. The Village Plan was circulated for review.  The photos will need updating to include the War Memorial and new play equipment. Any suggested changes to the plan will be discussed at the next meeting.  (Action – All Councillors)

iv. Suggestions for funding ideas for the next Local Area Forum are requested for the next meeting.  (Action - All Councillors)

Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th January 2014, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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