SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 5th JANUARY 2021 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm
Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr L Hungin, Cllr T Norton, Cllr J Holder, Cllr J Smith, Cllr A Anderson, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, and Cllr N Baddeley. 
In attendance:  Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: There were no members of the public present.
II. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr C Hughes.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes for the December meeting were approved by Cllr Norton and Cllr Davison-Oakley.  The minutes were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.  This meeting was held via videoconferencing.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
	COUNCILLOR/

CLERK
	ACTION
	OUTCOME

	Hungin
	The cricket nets will be tied up over winter
	Outstanding

Action: LH

	Thomas
	To write a letter to Cllr Chokkar (with Cllrs Butcher and Patel in copy) regarding the flooding issues around the village and parking issues in the centre of the village and requesting him to escalate both issues to the Service Director’s Champion for our area.
	Outstanding

Action: MT

	Thomas/Hungin
	To identify a suitable contractor to provide a quotation for repair/replacement to concrete shed at the rec.
	Outstanding

Action: MT/LH

	Davison Oakley/

Hughes
	To agree Job Description for work required around the village and email other Councillors for comment.
	Amendments to the draft job description were made at the meeting.  A new draft will be circulated for approval. Once approved it will be sent to other Parish Councils for quotation.

Action: ODO/LB

	Thomas/Hungin/

Norton
	To hold a meeting to discuss and prioritise work recommended in the Pavilion Inspection report.
	Outstanding

Action: MT/LH/TN

	Hungin
	Due Diligence references to be carried out before lease is transferred.
	Outstanding until new tenant makes contact and progresses the purchase.


Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
III. MONTHLY RISK INSPECTIONS:    
i. Health and Safety Issues identified and recommended actions:  Cllr Thomas and Cllr Hungin have completed the December Health and Safety inspection.  There were no health and safety concerns. Cllr Smith will carry out the January inspection.  (Action – Cllr Smith)    
ii. Maintenance issues identified and recommended actions:  The gates in Green Meadow need sanding and repainting, two fence posts in Green Wood need replacing and the post for the dog waste bin on the recreation ground needs replacing.  The maintenance work will be added to the list to be carried out during the Spring.  (Action – Clerk)  A tap at the allotments had been dripping, it will be inspected and if necessary the Chairman of the Allotments Association will be contacted for its repair.  (Action – Cllr Smith)  Following the announcement by the Government on Monday 4th January of a national lockdown their guidelines stated that  all outdoor gyms should be closed.  A notice will be placed on the noticeboard by the gym. (Action – Clerk)
IV. OTHER HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES:  Following the concerns raised about inconsiderate parking in the centre of the village which has caused residents to walk in the road, the landlord of the Jolly Cricketers Pub has volunteered to periodically check the parking of their clients and put up notices advising of safer areas to park.
V. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest.
VI. Correspondence:  
· A representative of Beaconsfield Golf Club advised that a tree surgeon will undertake an annual review of the trees on Long Bottom Lane on Tuesday 5th January.  All works to any dead, diseased or dangerous trees will then be carried out as soon as possible.
· A tree has fallen on Footpath 4 between Bottom Lane and Long Grove which damaged a neighbour’s fence.  It is being dealt with by Buckinghamshire Council who has said that the issue has been noted as urgent and will be dealt with as soon as possible.

· The Bucks Council Community Board wants to run a series of articles about each village on Facebook and wants to feature Seer Green on 26th January.  Information on the village will be provided that will include the link to the village Facebook site and also the recent ‘Our Living Village’ presentation. (Action – Clerk)
· Following concerns about parking in the centre of the village the issue was raised with the Police who have added Seer Green to the regular patrols.  PCSO Lucy Sandford will be looking after Seer Green from January
VII. Finance: 

From 2nd December to 5th January 2021:-

Payments amounting to:-          
  


      
  £8,723.98
The closing bank balances at 31st December totalled:-          
£79,961.37
IX.   

Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  
Permitted

PL/20/3737/FA
6 Raeside Close, Seer Green, HP9 2UB

Single storey rear extension, replacement of existing windows and doors, rear elevation window to increase in size, existing front bay window to be replaced and addition of roof light to existing roof.

X.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. playground surface repairs: Unfortunately the Buckinghamshire Council Community Board funding application was declined.  It was therefore agreed that the Parish Council would fund the repairs and maintenance to the playground. A request will be made for the work to be carried out as soon as possible.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
ii. montessori lease:  It was agreed to appoint law firm Blaser Mills to prepare a new lease for the Pavilion. A letter of engagement will be prepared.   (Action – Cllr Hungin)
iii. cricket at the recreation ground: Concerns were raised about the request by Chalfont St Peter Cricket Team to play at the Recreation Ground on both Saturday and Sunday every weekend throughout the summer.  Parking is already an issue on Saturday’s and the intense use would stop villagers from enjoying the Recreation Ground at the weekend.  It was therefore agreed to offer availability on Sundays and mid-week for training.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)
XI.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL:   The Jubilee Hall Sub-Committee met on 15th December where they agreed to keep the hall closed until after February half-term.  The Sub-Committee will review the situation in early February.  A new lease for hire will be sent to the school.  (Action – Cllr Holder)
ii. PAVILION: It was agreed that the work recommended by the Pavilion Inspection report should be completed before the lease is signed with a new tenant.  A meeting will be held to prioritise the work recommended by the Pavilion Inspection. (Action – Cllr Thomas, Cllr Hungin, Cllr Norton) 
iii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES:  Several unknown football groups have been using the Recreation Ground.  If the group is being run as a business then they should contact the Parish Council for agreement to use the area as other teams pay for the availability to play and use the car park.  The Bye-Laws will be circulated.  (Action – Clerk)  The meeting to review the Blackthorn will take place before March.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Cllr Anderson, Cllr Hungin)  A copy of the Allotment Agreement will be sent to Cllr Smith.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  Seer Green Gardeners have kindly offered to prepare and reseed the area on the corner of Bottom Lane and Long Bottom Lane.  Amersham Town Council will be asked the cost of providing the seed.  (Action – Clerk)  A draft of the Newsletter was circulated and final amendments were agreed.  Six councillors offered to help deliver the Newsletter and two village boys who are doing community work for their Duke of Edinburgh award will be asked if they could help.  (Action – Cllr Smith)   
XII.
information items:  This year’s Village Supper will be held in February on Zoom and Councillors were invited to attend..  


The meeting closed at 9.14pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 2nd February 2021, at 7.30pm on Zoom.    
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