SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th APRIL 2017 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr T Norton, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr A Norbury and Cllr A Anderson.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mr J Forsaith, Mrs K Hawes, Mr S Patel, Mr P Sellars and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:    A resident stated that he had been disappointed by the recent Conservative Party Newsletter which had made it appear that the County Councillor had carried out a number of projects within the village rather than the Parish Council.  The County Councillor is the Chairman of the Bucks County Council Local Area Forum which had given funding towards several of the projects.  Feedback about the Newsletter will be passed on by District Councillor Steve Patel.  The Cricket Club have decided to remove the posts and rope from around the cricket square so it can be cut with the rest of the Recreation Ground.  The Bottom Lane junction with Longbottom Lane has been cleared and looks much tidier.  The farmer who owns the adjacent field has kindly cleared the boundary and is replacing the fence.  A letter of appreciation for this work will be sent.  (Action – Clerk)  District Councillor Steve Patel reported that Chiltern and South Bucks District Councils are considering running a lottery to raise funds for smaller organisations.  He also stated that the cost for car parking in Amersham will be increased.
2. CO-OPT NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR: John Forsaith was co-opted as a Parish Councillor and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  A code of conduct will be sent to Councillor Forsaith and also a Register of Members Interest form, which needs to be completed and returned to the Clerk.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Forsaith)
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr M Thomas, Cllr J Holder, Cllr L Hungin.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Davison-Oakley and were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Following the concerns raised at the previous meeting about the amount of early morning noise generated by flight activity above Seer Green.  An update was provided about two consultations currently running.  A UK Airspace Policy Consultation and a Runway Consultation are available for comment until May and feedback should be sent to the Department of Transport.
· A list detailing the outstanding tree work remaining recommended by the Chiltern Woodlands Project had been prepared and the trees have been inspected.  A meeting for a quotation will be organised with a contractor.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  
· A local builder has a proposal for a new noticeboard for Jubilee Walk which needs to be brought to the next meeting.  (Action – Cllr Holder)
· The Waste Team at Chiltern District Council are now emptying the bins in Green Meadow. 
· Unfortunately the Youth Shelter has been attracting continued disturbing anti-social behaviour and littering.   The Scouts may be interested in having the Youth Shelter and will investigate the cost of the relocation. A local builder will also be asked if they would be prepared to quote for its removal.  (Action – Cllr Holder) 

· The adult football club have started to clear the Long Grove grasscrete of mud and will reseed the area.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
· The Bucks County Council Local Area Forum (LAF) has granted the Parish Council £1,000 for CCTV at the Recreation Ground.  This matter will be discussed at the next meeting.
· The Clerk’s job description is to be updated.  (Action – Cllr Thomas, Clerk)
· There are several Health and Safety items outstanding, including the recommendations from the Jubilee Hall Water Risk Assessment.  A meeting to review these documents will be held.  (Action – Cllr Norton, Cllr Davison-Oakley, Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)  The Pavilion Water Risk Assessment has been reviewed and the actions need to be prioritised.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
· Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:    The March inspection was completed by Cllr Norbury. The issues raised are being reviewed and actioned. (Action – Clerk) Cllr Thomas and Cllr Hungin will carry out the April inspection. (Action – Cllr Thomas and Cllr Hungin)  
4. HEALTH AND SAFETY:  The master list of all of the regulatory and safety inspections has been updated and circulated to Councillors. 
5. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
6. Correspondence:
· Two requests for funding had been received from charities outside of Seer Green.  It was agreed that any funding from the Parish Council should be limited to charities, organisations etc., within the parish of Seer Green.  The charities will be informed of this decision.  (Action – Clerk)
· It was resolved that the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) will be asked to carry out the annual safety inspection of Green Meadow in May.  They will be asked if they can also provide a separate list of recommendations.  (Action – Clerk)
· The external Audit papers had been received from Mazars.  Ernest Newhouse will again be asked if he will be prepared to be appointed as the internal auditor.  (Action – Clerk)

· The Proposed Parking Restrictions Consultation resident responses (for double yellow lines) have been reviewed and subsequently Transport for Bucks has revised the layout at Howard Road and Howard Crescent.  The officer decision report will be available once reviewed by the Director of Transport for Bucks County Council (BCC). Once this decision has been made it will be published on the BCC website and consultees will be notified. 
· The Parish Council had renewed their annual insurance policy with Ecclesiastical Insurance after receiving three quotations.  A three year policy was undertaken for a further 5% discount.
· The Parish Council has entered Seer Green into the Bucks Best Kept Village competition.
· A contractor had been written to about Health and Safety at work.
· The Parish Council had received a request for the burial of a former resident who was born and grew up in Seer Green and whose parents and sister had already been interred in the Cemetery.  This request was granted because of the family connection.  (Action – Clerk)
7.
Finance  
Payments to 31st March amounting to:-              
    
    
   £9,725.55

Closing balance approximate as the statement is not available:-
  £50,904.25
The Lloyds bank mandate has been updated and now includes Cllr Davison-Oakley and Cllr Anderson.  The Lloyds bank mandate for Jubilee Hall also needs to be updated.  (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley, Clerk)

8. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  It was resolved to write to the CDC Planning department about application CH/2017/0431/VRC: Highclere Field Stables Newbarn Lane Seer Green.  Removal of condition No.1 of planning permission CH/2016/0463/FA to enable retention of temporary rural workers dwelling as a permanent rural workers dwelling.  It was agreed that the removal of Condition 1 is best left until nearer the expiry date to give the Chiltern District Council the best visibility of the prevailing business conditions.  (Action – Cllr Norton, Clerk)
Permitted

CH/2017/0119/VRC
Land Adjacent To Idlewood, Manor Road, Seer Green

Variation of conditions 4 and 8 of planning permission CH/2016/0350/FA to enable integral garage to be used as residential accommodation.

CH/2017/0035/FA
Hi Life, 20 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP 

Increased roof ridge height with hipped to gabled extensions to facilitate second floor accommodation, and part two storey part single storey front/side/rear extensions.

CH/2016/2409/FA
Caprice, 44 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP

Increased roof ridge height, to facilitate conversion of bungalow to two storey dwelling incorporating part single storey/part two storey/part first floor front/side/rear extensions, fenestration alterations, relocation of pavement crossover with dropped kerb for parking area to front.

CH/2016/2365/FA
21 & 23 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XL

Two storey rear and first floor extensions to No. 21, two storey rear extension to No. 23

Refused

CH/2016/1323/OA Red Cottage, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UL

Outline application for demolition of existing cottage, erection of 2 No. blocks comprising 24 No. two-bed apartments with associated basement level parking, utilisation of only one existing access point, removal of 2 trees (not protected by TPO), relocation of 3 trees (protected by TPO No.6 of 2011) and creation of communal amenity space (means of access only to be considered at this stage).

9.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. school lane speed survey: The results of the speed survey which took place between 23rd January and 6th February on School Lane were presented and reviewed. 60% of traffic was driving at less than 31mph and 90% at less than 36mph.  In the two week period 60 vehicles were driving at over 41mph.  The presentation of the results will be sent to Cllr Forsaith to discuss with the School.  (Action – Cllr Norton)  The results will also be sent to the local neighbourhood policing team.  (Action – Cllr Norton, Clerk)  Councillors were asked to research any new ideas to reduce the speed of traffic within the village.  (Action - All Councillors)
ii. BUCKS BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2017:  A detailed list of work had been formulated in preparation for the competition.  Some of the work had already been completed. It was reported that Cllr Holder and local Mums will be cleaning some of the play equipment.  An updated list will be circulated for review, suggestions for further work and volunteering for some of the jobs listed.  (Action – Cllr Norbury)
iii. GREEN WOOD AND CEMETERY FENCING/BOUNDARY:   It was resolved to repair the broken bracket in the corner of the cemetery and install a high tensile wire.  It was agreed that an updated quote would be requested to include the repair of the bracket.  The trees on the boundary will also be cleared.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)  Following further vandalism in Green Wood it was agreed that it was important to define the boundary.  It was therefore resolved to install substantial posts on the boundary line.  One quotation had been received and it was agreed to get an alternative quotation for this work.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)
iv. VILLAGE SIGNS: A decision made at the previous meeting, about the wording on the new village signs, was felt to be rushed as two of the Councillors working on the sign design had needed to leave the meeting early.  Further research had now been undertaken and it was proposed to add the words ‘The Cherry Pie Village’ on the new village entry signs. The majority of Councillors agreed with this decision.  It was also agreed that these words should be smaller than the ‘Please Drive Carefully’ written at the bottom of the sign. (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley, Cllr Thomas)
v. NEWSLETTER:  A draft of the next Newsletter will be circulated next week.  (Action – Cllr Holder)   The local Police Officer agreed that the neighbourhood Police email address can be included in the Newsletter.
10.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: Maintenance on the hall had been carried out over the Easter holidays.  Two replacement window quotations had been requested.  It was noticed that the roof dormer had been leaking.  This will be discussed by the Jubilee Hall Committee.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES: The first cut of the grass had taken place on the Recreation Ground and Green Meadow.  It was noted that it had not been an even cut and will be monitored.  A glass bottle had been left by the football goals which had been smashed and embedded in the grass during the cutting.  The area will be inspected before the next cut.  (Action – Cllr Anderson, Clerk)
11.
Any Other Business:     No matters were raised.
Next Meeting – The Parish Council AGM will be held on Wednesday 3rd May 2017, at 7.15pm, followed by the Parish Council meeting at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
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