SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th OCTOBER 2016 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr T Norton, Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr J Holder, Cllr A Norbury and Cllr L Hungin.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mr P Sellers, Mrs K Hawes, Mr I Hawes, Mrs K Tilley and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  A resident said that he was unhappy that money was to be spent on the bus shelter on Chalfont Road that he believes no-one uses and that as it was on land previously owned by the Princess Marina Centre for use by their staff, he now feels that Princess Grove residents should be responsible for it.  The resident stated that the money saved could be used for benches at other bus stops in the village. It was explained that the Council had considered another option i.e. pulling it down but that would have been more expensive and residents in Princess Grove had told Councillors that it was being used.  Therefore, as the roof had started to collapse and was considered unsafe, the Council acted swiftly to replace and the work has been completed. Consideration will be given towards additional benches at a future meeting.  
A resident came to raise his concerns about the serious problem of speeding traffic in School Lane.  According to the ‘Traffic Calming in Bucks’ booklet produced by Transport for Bucks, a Speed Survey could be undertaken which would cost £380.00 which he felt was the next sensible and practical route.  Bucks County Council (BCC) will be contacted to see if the council had already progressed past this stage with the traffic calming work that had been undertaken with the Local Area Forum. (Action – Cllr Thomas)
Another resident was also extremely concerned with the speed of the traffic and the safety for people crossing the road and asked if 20mph had been considered and whether a petition would help.  It was stated that County Councillor Tim Butcher had said that it would be nearly impossible to get 20mph and that although he was very sympathetic to the concerns raised in a petition there was no money available.  The recent Parish Council survey delivered through the Newsletters did receive an extremely high response to concerns on the issue with speeding and road safety which had led to the project to introduce yellow lines.

Following proposals about the new village entrance signs a resident stated that following recent discussions with other residents they would prefer a cherry tree or just cherries on the signs.

Concerns were raised about the planning application for the retrospective change of use for the Parish Church Hall.  Concerns should be sent to the Parochial Church Council’s contact Mrs S Puttergill.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr A Anderson.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Norton and Cllr Scourfield and were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Parish Council has asked to be included on the formal consultation for the A355 option assessment and have been informed that this will happen in the next few weeks.  A presentation on HS2 implications has also been requested for Seer Green.
· A framework document has been prepared for the Neighbourhood Plan which will be discussed with Councillors at the November meeting. (Action – Cllr Norton) 
· The ownership of a number of different pieces of land is being identified.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)  
· There is currently not enough clearance work in Green Wood to fully utilise Perkin Elmer staff effectively so this work will be postponed.  (Action - Cllr Hughes)
· The brambles on Bayne Hill near the junction with Longbottom Lane have been cleared.
· The streetlight at 54 Farmers Way had been vandalised by a suspected air rifle.  Unfortunately parts for this lantern are now obsolete so a new swan neck lantern and bracket have been ordered.
· A contractor will be installing new gravel boards for the Jubilee Walk fence.
· BCC had written to the council asking for an opportunity for representatives of BCC to meet members of the parish council to discuss streamlining local government.  The meeting has now been scheduled for 22nd November from 2.00 – 4.00pm in the Baptist Church lounge.
· A new replacement streetlight for Newbarn Lane has been ordered.
· Following a recent visual survey report by the Chiltern Woodlands Project Officer, of the trees maintained throughout the village by the Parish Council, the three mature ash trees by the entrance to Green Meadow were highlighted as cause for concern. An arboriculturist has recommended that the trees should be reshaped and reduced by 20% and has provided a quotation.  A further quotation will be sought. (Action – Cllr Hughes, Cllr Hungin)
· The deeds for Jubilee Hall have been deposited in the safe in Lloyds Bank however the bank have now stated that if any documents are removed they cannot be put back.
· A further list of recommended work from the Chiltern Woodlands Project report will be prioritised.  (Action – Cllr Hungin, Cllr Hughes)  
· Following continued anti social behaviour at the Recreation Ground it was agreed to obtain quotations for CCTV. (Action – Cllr Hungin)  The School will be contacted about the costs for their CCTV.  (Action – Cllr Holder)  
· Any final requests for a second cut of individual footpaths must be sent to Councillor Hughes before Monday 10th October.  (Action – All Councillors, Cllr Hughes)  
· The untidy border in Green Meadow has been cut back.  
· It was agreed to cut a circle around each of the trees in Green Meadow to stop the trunks being damaged by the mowers.  (Action – Clerk)  
· A serrated metal implement has been planted with a new cherry tree in Green Meadow.  It will be investigated to see if it can be removed.  (Action – Cllr Holder)
· A bench support in Green Meadow which was suffering from rust has been repainted. Thanks were given to Cllr Norbury for carrying out this work.
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  None.
Risk Inspections:    The September inspection was completed by Cllr Norbury. The actions from the inspection were reviewed and actions updated in the Risk Assessment log book.  Cllr Holder will carry out the October inspection. (Action – Cllr Holder)
3. HEALTH AND SAFETY:  The master list of all of the regulatory and safety inspections has been updated.  The list will be developed so that it identifies when a task is fully completed.  The RoSPA report for Green Meadow has been reviewed and a table of recommendations has been produced to determine what actions have been undertaken and what work is still left to be done.  (Action – Cllr Norton, Cllr Davison-Oakley, Clerk)  The Councillor checklist will also be updated so that risk priorities are recorded. (Action – Cllr Norton, Clerk) 
4. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
5. Correspondence:
· A letter of objection was sent to Chiltern District Council's (CDC) Planning Department about application CH/2016/1323/OA Red Cottage, Long Bottom Lane, HP9 2UL.  An outline application for demolition of existing cottage, erection of 2 No. blocks comprising 24 No. two-bed apartments with associated basement level parking, utilisation of only one existing access point, removal of 2 trees (not protected by TPO), relocation of 3 trees (protected by TPO No.6 of 2011) and creation of communal amenity space (means of access only to be considered at this stage).
· A letter had been received from Chiltern and South Bucks about the Joint Local Plan and the potential introduction of a community infrastructure levy (CIL). It will be discussed at the next meeting.
· A quotation for the reduction of laurel in Green Meadow and tree work in Green Wood was approved.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
6.
Finance  
Payments to 5th October amounting to:-              
   £7,012.81
Income:- 




         
 £26,828.54

Closing balance of all accounts at 30 September:-
 £83,209.52
Following unsatisfactory service from Lloyds Bank in Beaconsfield £230.00 had been received by way of an apology.   The half year figures for the Parish Council and Jubilee Hall will be prepared and presented at the next meeting. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)   It was noted that significant expenditure is still to be invoiced in the second half of the financial year.  There is also a legal requirement to provide the Clerk with a pension from April 2017 so this will need to be budgeted for.  The water bill for the Pavilion, allotments and Recreation Ground was noted as being very high.  The invoice will be reviewed further. (Action – Clerk)
7. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  The amended planning application for CH/2016/0946/FA- Oldefields Equestrian Centre will be examined to assess the impact of the changes.  Councillors will be updated.  (Action – Cllr Norton)  It was resolved not to comment about the Parish Church Hall’s retrospective planning application for change of use but individuals who are concerned should write to CDC’s Planning Department if they wish to object.

Permitted

CH/2016/1420/FA
12 Drovers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2XF

Part single part two storey rear extension, front infill porch extension.
CH/2016/1375/FA
Cannon Chase, Long Grove, HP9 2QH 

Replacement dwelling.
CH/2016/1360/TP
Wildwoods, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Crown lifting and branch reduction of a number of beech and oak trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

Refused

CH/2016/1382/FA
Hi Life, 20 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP

Part two storey, part single storey front side rear extension, increased roof ridge height, rear dormer window and rear sky light to facilitate habitable accommodation in roof space.

8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. VILLAGE entrances:   Four designs of village entrance signs were presented.  Six councillors voted in favour of the cherry design, one voted in favour of the cherry tree design and one liked both of these options.  The cherry design will now be sent to BCC for costing. (Action – Cllr Thomas, Cllr Holder)  Three signs will be ordered for three of the village entrance gates.  The order for the cherry trees has been put on hold as the council have been informed that they will have to request a cultivation licence.  However there is difficulty in ordering the licence as there are no mature tree suppliers on the BCC recommended list of suppliers.  Chalfont St Peter staff have been trained and accredited with a Streetworks licence to plant trees and they will be asked if this is a service that they might be prepared to provide to our council.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
ii. NEWSLETTER: A draft of Newsletter 25 was circulated for review.  All comments should be sent to the Clerk before Wednesday 12th October.  (Action – All Cllrs, Clerk) The delivery list was agreed.
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: There was nothing to report..
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES: There had been a recent break-in of two sheds behind the Pavilion which has been reported to the Police.  The youth football pitch needs to be remarked as it has been placed too close to the cricket nets and there was concern that these may get damaged. (Action - Clerk)  There was concern that some of the cork tiles were starting to lift on the notice board.  These will be fixed and monitored. A DVD entitled ‘Our County at War has been given to the council and was circulated to those interested.  A map of the yellow lines proposed by Transport for Bucks and a suggested consultation area were discussed.  The map proposed yellow lines at the junction of Chalfont Road with Hearnes Meadow and Howard Road and also the first junction with Howard Crescent, at the junction with Church Road, then from just past No.20 Chalfont Road to opposite the Old Chapel House including the junction with Orchard Road and Manor Farm Way.  It was resolved to ask for the lines to continue past the bus stop to finish outside No.2 Chalfont Road.  It was also agreed that the consultation should include all of Howard Road, Howard Crescent, Hearnes Meadow and Church Road.  The Council would also like to approve the final full version of the consultation.  (Action – Clerk)
10.
Any Other Business:    It was agreed to discuss the possibility of a district association for Chiltern town and parish councils at the next meeting.  The meeting closed at 9.30pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd November 2016, at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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