SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th DECEMBER 2018 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr T Norton, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr J Holder, Cllr A Westlake,   Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr L Hungin, Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr A Anderson.
In attendance: Mrs K Hawes, Mr P Newton, District Councillor S Patel and Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: District Councillor S Patel queried what measures had been put in place to stop traveller encampments on the Recreation Ground.  It was confirmed that retractable metal posts have been installed at both the Recreation Ground and Green Meadow.
II. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  There were no apologies for absence.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes for the November meeting were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Hungin and were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Parish Council will continue to pursue the government on the effect that the recent changes in planning law have on rural communities.  (Action – Cllr Hungin, Cllr Thomas)
· The Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign (MVAS) has been ordered.   
· It was previously agreed to fell the ash tree at the entrance of the cemetery as disease was found at the base of the double stemmed trunk. A quotation for this work was approved.  The contractor is awaiting confirmation from the Chiltern District Council Tree Officer that this work can be carried out as the wood is subject to a Tree Preservation Order.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· Two small dead trees need inspecting at the Allotments.  (Action Cllr Hughes)  
· Further Holly removal in Green Wood will take place on 31st January 2019. 
· An intumescent strip will be fitted to the Pavilion kitchen fire door over the Christmas holidays.
· A new health and safety policy is being developed and the first draft will be circulated.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)  
· The wooden soldiers have been removed from around the War Memorial and are now stored in Jubilee Hall.  The poppies will be removed and District Councillor Patel will decide what he wants to do with the poppies and commemorative book.
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk inspections: Cllr Davison-Oakley and Cllr Holder have completed the November inspection and the inspection sheet will be sent to the Clerk.  (Action – Cllr Holder)  The gravel boards at the base of the Jubilee Walk fence need reinstating.  (Action – Clerk)  Cllr Norton will carry out the December inspection.  (Action – Cllr Norton)
III. HEALTH AND SAFETY:  An updated asset inspection has been circulated.  It was agreed that Cllr Norton would conduct an internal and external inspection of Jubilee Hall; Cllr Anderson would inspect the Pavilion and Cllr Forsaith would review the Pavilion Fire Safety notices over the Christmas holidays.  (Action – Cllr Norton, Cllr Anderson, Cllr Forsaith)
IV. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest. 
V. Correspondence:  
· Residents in Manor Road and Manor Crescent (whose properties are close to the Recreation Ground) were informed of the plans to install outdoor fitness equipment.  The response was primarily positive, however, there were concerns raised about the location and the equipment attracting anti-social behaviour.
· An email had been received from a representative of the Allotments Association about the previously proposed Community Orchard and boundary hedge on the Recreation Ground. The email will be circulated to all Councillors.  (Action – Clerk)  Clearance work to improve the wooded area has been started.
· Chiltern District Council advised the council that the 2019/20 Council Tax Base has been calculated (Seer Green is £1,218.08) and asked for details of our Precept Requirements for 2019/20. (Action – Clerk)
· It was agreed to renew membership with the Campaign to Protect Rural England.  (Action – Clerk)
· CDC wrote to say that there is a possibility that there will be a delay for Parish Council elections on 2 May 2019 (until May 2020) due to the legislation implementing the Secretary of State’s decision.
· Seer Green Baptist Church requested a donation to carry out urgent work to the Sports Hall floor.  As the Parish Council do not use this area it was agreed to decline.  (Action – Clerk)
· The Bucks County Council Devolution Team wrote stating that the Devolution Agreement will now only be extended by one year until 31st March 2020 instead of the four years they previously offered.
VI.
Finance  
Payments amounting to:-              
    
  
 
     £7,876.90
Income received:-




   
        £570.00

The closing bank balances at 30th November 2018 totalled:-   £64,483.12
VII.   

Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  
Permitted

PL/18/3729/TP
74 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP

Reduction, reshaping and crown thinning of a horse chestnut protected by a Tree Preservation Order.
PL/18/3704/FA
78 Farmers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2YY

Single storey rear extension.
PL/18/2321/TP 
Luccombe, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Trees G1 (4 no’s western red cedar and 2 no’s cypresses) - height reduction, all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.
PL/18/3561/FA
Hollybank, 56 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XU

Single storey rear extension and new vehicular access.
PL/18/3414/FA
Yorkwood House, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UL

First floor side, two storey side/rear and single storey rear extensions, entrance door canopy and fenestration alterations. New front gable and roof including front/rear dormers.
PL/18/3571/TP
Long Grove Wood, Coat Wicks, Seer Green

Apple tree - back reduction by 3m.
PL/18/3396/FA
25 Barrards Way, Seer Green, HP9 2YZ

Single storey rear extension.
VIII.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. outdoor fitness equipment: It had been previously agreed to purchase nine pieces of fitness equipment and a safety surface at the Recreation Ground.  Following a review of feedback from local residents it was resolved to proceed with the project within the agreed budget at the same location at the Recreation Ground. Eight Councillors voted in favour with one against.  It was agreed not to include the outside table tennis as it might draw unwanted attention. Seven Councillors voted for its removal, one Councillor voted to still include the table tennis table and one Councillor abstained.  It was agreed to replace the table tennis table with an alternative piece of fitness equipment to the same value or less. Eight Councillors voted in favour and one abstained. The equipment would be positioned in a narrower, longer footprint so that it would be further away from the rear gardens in Manor Crescent.  It will be located between the existing cricket nets and footpath 16 towards the village.  A letter will be sent to the residents who responded to the letter sent by the Council. (Action – Clerk)  A risk inspection statement will be prepared for the equipment outlining the Parish Council’s duty of care. (Action – Cllr Forsaith)  Signage will state that people use the equipment at their own risk. Seer Green and Jordans Community Trust confirmed that they will be giving £3,000 towards the project.  County Councillor Tim Butcher has offered a grant from his Community Fund.  It was agreed to request funding towards a bench to be located near the equipment and a noticeboard.  It was unanimously agreed to purchase an evergreen backless bench which matches the existing benches at the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)    An order for the fitness equipment will now be placed with Fresh Air Fitness to be installed in the new year.  (Action – Clerk)  
ii. BUDGET AND PRECEPT:  The half year accounts and draft budget for 2019/20 were unanimously approved. It was agreed to increase the budget for tree work to £5,000.  It was resolved to increase the Parish Council precept by 2.5% to £47,000.  Chiltern District Council will be informed.  (Action – Clerk)     A draft plan for expenditure of earmarked reserves for 2019-2022 were circulated for discussion at the February meeting.  
iii. NEWSLETTER:  The Newsletter was approved and will now go to print.  (Action – Cllr Holder) 
IX.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall Committee have planned work over the School Christmas holidays to improve the facilities at the hall.  The whereabouts of the controls for the lamp post on the pavement down to Jubilee Hall are being investigated.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES: The ash trees on the allotment boundary with the Scouts will be professionally inspected.  (Action – Cllr Hughes) A low hanging branch on an oak tree near the football pitch will be trimmed to ensure it does not cause a hazard.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  A new lantern has been fitted to the streetlight half way down Highlands Road.  A further lantern is being fitted to the streetlight where Newbarn Lane meets Chalfont Road. Bottom Lane has been partially remarked but we are still awaiting the markings to be renewed at the sharp bend.  The wildlife camera footage is being reviewed. The camera may be installed at the Recreation Ground.
X.
information items:  No matters arising.
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th January 2019, at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
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