SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th MARCH 2019 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr T Norton, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr J Holder, Cllr A Westlake,   Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr L Hungin.
In attendance: Mr A Kell, Mrs K Hawes, Mr I Hawes, Mr T Harding and Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: A resident reported that he had contacted Bucks County Council about the flood on Newbarn Lane and was told that it will be cleared very soon. The Transport for Bucks ‘Super-Sucker’ drain clearer is on an urgent order and expected in the next 10 days.  The order for the narrow pipe under the road to be made larger is with the Capital Drains Team.
II. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr A Anderson.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes for the February meeting were approved by Cllr Davison-Oakley and Cllr Hughes.  The minutes were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· A meeting had been held with the Scouts to discuss the boundary trees.
· The Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign has now been reinstalled and is working.  However it appears to be set to 20mph so it will be checked. (Action – Clerk)  
· The Parish Council Insurance policy has been updated to include the MVAS and fitness equipment.
· Bucks County Council have been asked for information on ownership of the land at the junction of Cherrywood Close and Orchard Road.

· Mr D Cook’s contract has been signed and returned.

· The revised cemetery fees have been increased and circulated to Councillors.

· A new bench and noticeboard have been ordered for the Recreation Ground.
· The annual risk assessment has now been updated as agreed at the last meeting.
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk inspections: Cllr Hungin has completed the February inspection and found no hazards.  It was suggested that the top wooden fence rail on the path from the Jubilee Hall car park into Green Meadow needs sanding and repainting. This will be arranged. The cemetery path also needs weeding and the posts for the Cricket square need replacing. (Action – Clerk, Cllr Anderson) There are loose wobbly posts on the Green Wood boundary.  These have been reported to the landowner.  Cllr Thomas will carry out the March inspection.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
III. HEALTH AND SAFETY:  The updated list has been circulated to all Councillors.  Outstanding actions need taking for Jubilee Hall and the Pavilion.  
IV. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: Cllr Westlake informed the council that he was now a member of the Allotments Association.
V. Correspondence:  
· Chiltern District Council (CDC) confirmed that they have not received any requests for an election in Seer Green so the Parish Council may proceed with co-option to fill the Councillor vacancy.

· An invitation had been received from Aylesbury Vale District Council Chairman Sue Renshell to attend her Civic Service Celebrating Humility and Kindness on Sunday 24th March from 3pm, unfortunately no one was available to attend so apologies will be sent.  (Action – Clerk)
VI.
Finance  
Payments amounting to:-              
    
  
 
     £4,986.19
Income received:-




   
     £1,567.22

The closing bank balances at 1st March 2019 totalled:-           £51,356.20
A closed minute was recorded for the Clerks salary.

VII.   

Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  
Permitted

PL/18/4105/FA
Highclere Field, Newbarn Lane, Seer Green

Extension to manege.

PL/18/4690/TP
The Cemetery, School Lane, Seer Green

Felling of two ash trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

PL/18/4518/TP 
Land Adjacent To 19 Hearnes Meadow, Seer Green, HP9 2YH

All round crown reduction of c. 3-4m of an oak tree protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

VIII.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. ‘our living village’ project: Seer Green resident Alan Kell came to present a two year project he had undertaken called ‘Our Living Village’.  This will be a community led project engaging all different interested groups.  It will be led by Seer Green and Jordans Society partnered by the Chiltern Society.  Using Graphical Information Systems it will build a deep, multi layered study which will include many diverse themes of village life.  Mr Kell described the interesting historical work he had already undertaken.  The project will be launched in Seer Green on 30th April and in Jordans on 1st May.  The Parish Council agreed to fully endorse this exciting project and will help with communication in the next newsletter.  Councillors and the Clerk can help with individual involvement and support.  
ii. parish council meeting date: It was unanimously agreed to change the Parish Council meeting from the first Wednesday each month to the first Tuesday. 
Cllr Holder left the meeting.
iii. allotments: A constructive and productive meeting was held with two members of the Allotment Association.  The Allotments Association recognised that they should have asked permission before they did the clearance work to the boundary.  It was agreed that they would fund and replant the boundary with native species of hedging in the Autumn/Winter.  The species planted will be agreed with the Parish Council.  It has been ascertained that the boundary with the Scouts belongs to the Parish Council.  The Allotments Association will start to clear the boundary of rubbish and old barbed wire.  Once work on the Ash tree and the removal of stumps in the copse on the Recreation Ground has been completed there will be another meeting with the Allotments Association on April 27th.  The Allotments Association have asked that a further two low branches on the Oak tree are removed.  Cllr Hughes will inspect the tree and contact a contractor.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
Cllr Davison-Oakley left the meeting.
iv. OUTDOOR FITNESS EQUIPMENT: An official opening of the new outdoor fitness equipment has been agreed for Saturday 23rd March from 3-4pm.  A ribbon cutting will take place at 3.15pm. County Councillor Tim Butcher and District Councillor Steve Patel will be invited.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)   Cllr Tim Butcher will be asked to cut the ribbon in recognition of the money donated by the Bucks County Council Local Area Forum.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  The noticeboard and bench should be in place for the ceremony.  The event will be called ‘Come and have a go’ and posters will be produced.  (Action – Cllr Holder)  The football teams will be advised to ensure the area will be clear by 3pm.  (Action – Clerk)  
IX.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: It was reported that the new kitchen equipment has been appreciated by the hall users.  Work continues on improving the facilities within the hall.  
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES:  A crab apple tree has fallen in Green Wood and an arboriculturist has been asked to inspect it and make it safe if necessary.  A campaign called the Great British Spring Clean, run by environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy runs from March 22nd to April 23rd.  Posters will be put up advertising the event. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
X.
information items:  Cllr Hungin reported back on the Planning Training event that she attended.  Complaints were made at the meeting about the poor customer service Parish Councils had been receiving from the CDC Planning team. The planning team admitted that they were at fault.  


A consultation for Heathrow expansion had been completed by Cllr Norton.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 2nd April 2019, at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
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