SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th APRIL 2016 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr M Thomas, Cllr T Norton, Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr O Davison-Oakley,
 Cllr J Holder and Cllr A Anderson
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mrs K Hawes, Mr I Hawes, Mrs L Hungin, Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION: A complaint was received about the litter in Hearnes Meadow.  The matter will be discussed with Paradigm and one of the residents concerned.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Scourfield) A resident said that they were surprised that the Parish Council had to contribute towards road safety measures.  Bucks County Council had been asked to reconsider their costs for the double yellow lines proposed in the centre of the village.  The cost of the project will be reduced as the Parish Council will be carrying out the consultation for nearby residents.  It was agreed that the roads in Bucks are in a terrible state.  Mr I Hawes and Mr M Tilley have very kindly done an excellent job in repairing the vandalised round bench in Green Meadow. As Mr Hawes was at the meeting he was thanked for voluntarily undertaking this repair.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr C Hughes.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Norton and were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Jubilee Trail leaflet was circulated for comments. (Action – All Councillors) Once approved 1,000 copies will then be printed and made available through the local pubs and shops. (Action - Cllr Holder)
· The defibrillator for the Recreation Ground has been installed and registered with the NHS.  
· A meeting will be held with the artist who is preparing a shield design for the white entry gates to the village.  (Action – Cllr Thomas, Cllr Forsaith) 
· A tree company that specialise in mature cherry trees will be asked for their advice on the best position for these to be planted.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
· A review meeting has been held with an allotment holder who has agreed to remove from site any items not used in the next nine months.
· The clock in Jubilee Hall has been swapped with one in the school which can be seen more clearly from the front of the hall.
· A fence belonging to a Stable Lane resident has been inspected and will be discussed further with the resident.  (Action – Clerk)  
· Bucks County Council were not able to determine who owns the triangles of grass near Manor Farm Way but it was agreed that they would be too small to accommodate a pond.
· Contact was made with a resident on Bottom Lane about their road safety concerns. They were given advice about what steps to take next.
· A structural survey was completed for the Pavilion.  A new roof should be budgeted for in the next ten years.  Three quotations will be requested for this work.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The February inspection was completed and tree stumps identified as a risk in Green Wood have been removed.  However a tree root is still of concern and a photograph will be forwarded to Councillor Hughes to inspect.  (Action – Clerk)  The March inspection has also been completed and it was reported that there was a considerable amount of dog faeces being left on the footpaths.  Cllr Davison-Oakley will carry out the April inspection.  (Action – Cllr Davison Oakley)  
3. HEALTH AND SAFETY:  The master list of all of the regulatory and safety inspections has been organised on a monthly chart with some of the inspections of assets allocated to Councillors. This chart will be circulated for completion and approval before it is implemented.  It will be regularly reviewed. (Action – Clerk)
4. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
5. Correspondence:
· Cllr John Forsaith has tended his resignation effective from 1st June.
· Two applications for the post of Parish Councillor have been received.

· It was agreed that ROSPA will be asked to conduct this year’s Playground inspection in Green Meadow.  (Action – Clerk)  
· The CDC Monitoring Officer asked if there were any objections in moving the Polling Station to the Baptist Church in light of the recent commercial booking of the Parish Church Hall.  It was agreed.
6.
Finance  
Payments to end of March amounting to:-              
   £1,590.18
Payments for April amounting to:-              

   £4,304.09
Income:- 




         
   £3,190.08

Closing balance of all accounts at 31 March:-
 £39,643.19
It was agreed to increase the cemetery charges by 5% (to the nearest £5.00) from 1st May 2016. (Action – Clerk)  
7. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  It was agreed to write to the Planning Department about application CH/2016/0463/FA Highclere Field Stables, Newbarn Lane, for the siting of a temporary rural workers dwelling in the Green Belt. (Action – Cllr Norton)  
Permitted

CH/2016/0263/FA
42 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XN

Replacement dwelling, creation of new vehicular access, widening of existing vehicular access and laying of associated hardstanding (Amendment to approved planning CH/2014/1275FA on appeal 24.3.15)

CH/2016/0240/FA
Lodge Cottage, Rawlings Lane, HP9 2RQ

Single storey detached double garage

CH/2016/0085/FA
Flint Cottage, Church Road, HP9 2XZ

Part two storey part single storey front extensions.

CH/2015/2027/FA
Holy Trinity Church, Church Road, Seer Green

Erection of lampost within curtilage of churchyard

CH/2015/1682/FA
Land Adjacent To Idlewood, Manor Road. 

Detached dwelling.

CH/2015/1163/FA
Oak Underwood, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Redevelopment of site to provide two detached dwellings, detached garage and construction of new vehicular access (amendment to conditional planning CH/2014/1745/FA)

Refused
CH/2015/1630/FA
Highclere Field Stables, Newbarn Lane

Erection of rural workers dwelling.

CH/2015/2365/FA
Grove Lodge, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Demolition of existing garage, construction of single storey garage building with four roof lights and room above, glazed single storey link to single storey side extension, rear roof lights to facilitate habitable accommodation in the roof space.

CH/2016/0153/FA
3 Stable Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2YT

Part two storey with chimney part single storey side/rear extension single storey west side extension.

8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. TRAFFIC CALMING AND ROAD SAFETY:  Bucks County Council Local Area Forum (LAF) agreed to allocate £6,344 from the Local Priorities budget to Seer Green towards traffic calming measures.  However Transport for Bucks have now stated that double yellow lines between The Jolly Cricketers and the Old Chapel bus stop will cost £13,200 or £11,700 if the Parish Council undertakes informal consultation.  This is considerably more than the original suggestion of £7,500 and the costs are being discussed in detail with BCC to see if they can be reduced. The formal application for the funds will be completed for the May LAF meeting also a draft document for nearby resident consultation will be prepared and agreed with BCC.  This will include a list of the roads which will be included in the consultation. (Action – Cllr Thomas)  It was discussed whether removing the residents hedge would improve the vision splay for traffic however the hedge is on private property and provides the resident with privacy and noise reduction from the traffic.
ii. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN: The detailed process to undertake the Neighbourhood Plan was outlined and discussed. It was agreed that a separate meeting will be arranged to discuss the process in more detail.  (Action – Cllr Norton, Cllr Forsaith)
iii. BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2016:   It was agreed to enter the Bucks and Milton Keynes Local Councils Best Kept Village competition and seek the support of residents.  An article will be written for the Parish Magazine to encourage community involvement.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Scourfield)
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The Trustees report that will be submitted to the Charities Commission with the year end accounts was read out and approved.    (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:   Several letters had been sent out to local businesses and organisations asking for financial help with a project to fund a new piece of climbing equipment in Green Meadow for the older children.  Unfortunately we have not received any responses.  The Chair of the PTA will be asked if they are willing to support the project  (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley)  The Recreation Ground had been flooded for several months over the winter causing the football teams to postpone their matches.  It was asked whether some investigative holes could be dug on the Recreation Ground to see what measures could be put in place to prevent this happening in the future although there were concerns that there were many natural springs in the area and that there had been a record rainfall.  A map will be brought to the next meeting to discuss the matter further.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
10.
Any Other Business:  A civic service is being organised for 12th June at Holy Trinity to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday.  The Clerk will circulate the Officers nomination papers to be completed and returned to the Clerk before the AGM.  The meeting closed at 9.24pm
Next Meeting – The Parish Council AGM will be held on Wednesday 4th May 2016, at 7.15pm followed by the Parish Council meeting at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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