SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th MAY 2015 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr T Norton, Cllr J Richardson, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr A Anderson, 
 Cllr C Hughes, Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr J Holder.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mr S Patel and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION: A resident complained that a football had been kicked out of Green Meadow onto School Lane.  Signs which say No Ball Games are available and these will be checked.  
A complaint was made about the traffic congestion on School Lane which is made worse by parents who park on both sides of the road.  The school write to parents each term asking them to park with consideration to others.  
A complaint had been received from a resident on Chalfont Road about dog waste near their property.  This is a difficult and ongoing problem as the sports teams are experiencing a considerable amount of dog waste on the Recreation Ground.  It had been noticed that some dog walkers do not watch their dogs, especially some people who are walking up to five dogs at a time.  The situation will be monitored and camera monitoring will be considered.
The Post Office is offering match funding for community projects of up to £200.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr M Thomas.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The Minutes and Closed Minute were approved by Cllr Holder and Cllr Norton and duly signed by Cllr Scourfield as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The holly clearance in Green Wood will be chased as the application to Chiltern District Council to carry out the work has still not been approved. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· A tree in Green Wood had been marked for possible pollarding by the Chiltern Woodlands Project officer following concerns raised by a resident in Seer Mead.  An enquiry has been made to Chiltern District Council’s Tree Officer to ask if the work can be done on the tree and if the work is permitted, the resident will be allowed to pay for the work if they wish to proceed.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· A successful meeting was held with Mr Wilkie and his colleagues who work for the Department for Communities and Local Government who are responsible for Neighbourhood Planning. The next few months will be spent gathering information and contacting local groups and organisations.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Norton and Cllr Richardson)
· Completed Councillor nominations had been returned to Chiltern District Council and Seer Green had an uncontested election.  The completed Declaration of Acceptance of Office and expenses forms will be returned to Chiltern District Council.  (Action – Clerk)
· Work is being undertaken as part of the Bucks Best Kept Village competition.  The notice boards will be checked and the area round the school will be monitored for litter.  Some of the unattended graves will be tidied.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Davison-Oakley, Cllr Hughes, Clerk)
· There are ongoing issues with parking at the Recreation Ground in the narrow raised area near the Scout Hut.  All sporting teams have been contacted asking that they try to ensure that people do not park in this area as it makes it difficult to access the car park.  The area will continue to be monitored.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  Cllr Norton had completed the April risk inspection. It was reported that there are some overhanging branches over the footpath at the bottom of Hearnes Meadow adjacent to Manor Farm.  These will be reported to the Rights of Way officer.  (Action – Cllr Hughes) Cllr Holder and Cllr Davison-Oakley will carry out the May inspection.  Cllr Anderson will carry out the June inspection.  A health and safety risk inspection will be carried out on Jubilee Hall and the Pavilion.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no new declarations of interest.
4. Correspondence:
· Report from Chilterns Woodlands Project officer to confirm that there are no current nests in the 1.5m of hedge scheduled to be removed for the new wider gate into Green Meadow near Stable Lane.  Also a recommendation that the nearby hornbeam, which is poorly shaped, is pollarded to 6ft from the ground, which is now marked.
· Terms and conditions of Local Area Forum for contribution of £3,000 towards the Chiltern Rangers Project, in Green Wood.  The agreement was signed and returned on the understanding that the project must be completed by 31st March 2016.
· Thames Valley Air Ambulance wrote asking if they can place a textile clothing bin in Seer Green. Since there is already a textiles bin at the Recreation Ground, this request was declined.  (Action – Clerk)
· A proposal from Chiltern Rangers for work in Green Wood had been received; this will be circulated to all Councillors for discussion at the next meeting. A representative from Chiltern Rangers will attend the July meeting to discuss the project further.  (Action – Clerk)
· A quotation had been received for siding out the pavement on Chalfont Road and Newbarn Lane, this had been approved.
5.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to        £27,640.49
Income 




         £33,466.09

Closing balance of all accounts.

         £81,864.85

The VAT return has been completed for both the Parish Council and Jubilee Hall.  Mr J Maddox had kindly agreed to audit the Jubilee Hall accounts.
i. Approval of annual accounts and governance statement for 2014/15:  The 2014/15 annual accounts were presented by the Treasurer and the detailed income and expenditure for the past twelve months was discussed.  The accounts were approved by the Parish Council.  The separate accounts for Jubilee Hall were also presented, approved and signed.  The Council approved the annual audit governance statement and it was duly signed by the Treasurer and the Clerk.   Mr Ernest Newhouse had agreed to conduct the Council’s internal audit in May.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
6. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  

Permitted

CH/2015/0428/FA
Apple Tree House, 40 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YW

Two storey front, side, and rear extensions.

CH/2015/0372/FA
West Riding, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2RH

Replacement dwelling

CH/2015/0279/VRC
Pipers Wood, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Variation of Conditions of planning permission CH/2014/12308FA so as to allow alterations to design.

CH/2015/0248/TP
Long Grove Wood, Coat Wicks, Seer Green.

Tree work in accordance with a submitted schedule - trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i.      green meadow path: The Parish Council had received many favourable remarks from teachers, parents and grandparents about the new path to school through Green Meadow which is being very well used.  One small area of path had not been installed to the width originally ordered, but it was agreed that it was still wide enough to be used effectively.  A reduction in the total price will be agreed with the supplier.   (Action – Clerk)  Living Streets, the independent charity that surveyed the parents and provided funding towards the path will be asked if they wish to put up a small sign to show their support for this project as one had been received from the LAF.  (Action – Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall Committee is continuing with the transfer of the freehold to the Parish Council and had held a meeting to review the deeds. The school believe that they own one area of land on the Jubilee Hall deeds and will forward their land registry document to prove this.  This will then be forwarded to the solicitors.   (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley, Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)  
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  A further complaint had been received from allotment holders who had observed irresponsible dog owners letting their dogs foul on the Recreation Ground and not clearing it up. Following a discussion to replace a litterbin by the Youth Shelter in Green Meadow, it was agreed to discuss the future of the Youth Shelter in more detail first.  A quote will be obtained for its removal.  (Action – Clerk)  The Recreation Ground will be reseeded.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  
9.
Any Other Business:     A letter had been received from a young resident to ask if Seer Green could have a skate park.  The letter will be circulated to all Councillors for discussion at the next meeting.  (Action – Clerk)  Complaints had been received about the hedge at 1 Stable Lane which is obstructing the pavement.  The resident had been sent a letter but they had since moved out and put their house up for sale.  Bucks County Council will be asked for their legal correspondence so that proceedings, to have the hedge cut back, could be carried out shortly.  (Action – Clerk) A complaint had been received about pigeon droppings on the swings.  The issue will be monitored.  (Action - Clerk) A public access defibrillator has been purchased by the school and Jubilee Hall committee.  Its location for installation on the front wall of Jubilee Hall will be agreed. (Action  - Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)  It was requested that the brambles on the junction of Bottom Lane and Longbottom Lane were cleared.  The area will be photographed and inspected.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Hughes)
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd June 2015, at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.






3

