SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th NOVEMBER 2013 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr R Darlington, Cllr O Davison-Oakley,            Cllr M Thomas and Cllr A Anderson.
In attendance: 
Mrs K Hawes, Mr I Hawes, Mr T Harding and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  A resident has pointed out that there is no signage to the station for people visiting the centre of the village.  It was agreed that a map would be put up on the notice board and some signs would be organised. (Action – Clerk)  It had also been noticed that there seems to be a lot of plastic bottles and cans taking up space in the litterbins when they should be recycled. The situation will be monitored and discussed with Chiltern District Council's Waste Team. (Action – Clerk)  
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr L Dandeker and Cllr B Kane
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The recently won Best Kept Village Competition DeFraine cup, Leofwine Shield and Saville Community Award will be passed to the Jolly Cricketers for display. (Action - Cllr Davison-Oakley)
· The posts and chains for the cemetery entrance have been installed and the contractor will be asked to make them secure. Reflectors also need to be ordered.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  
· An on-site meeting was held with Berks, Bucks. & Oxon Wildlife Trust to discuss the possible freehold transfer of Long Grove Wood to the Parish Council.  The Trust is now contacting the Charities Commission for further advice. 
· Ongoing issues with the Chiltern Montessori have been resolved.  (Closed Minute) 
· Following three separate quotations it was agreed to go with SSC for resurfacing the path with tarmac from Jubilee Hall car park into Green Meadow.  The cost will be shared with the school and Jubilee Hall.  (Action – Clerk)  
· Three streetlights on School Lane will be repainted in the spring.   (Action – Clerk)  
· A quotation has been accepted to cut back the hazel in Green Meadow and cut back the ivy growing up the trees.  (Action - Cllr Hughes)  
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The Risk Inspection Schedule has been updated and signed by Cllr Forsaith following quarterly inspections of the cemetery and Green Meadow. Cllr Hughes had written a report for the Risk Inspection book following the tree damage by the storm on Sunday 27th October.  
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
4. Correspondence:
· A donation had been received from Mr Sloan towards the maintenance of the Cemetery in memory of his parents.  
5. Finance  

Payments (from main account) amounting to        £53,226.25
Income 




        £56,448.84

Closing balances



        £81,035.29
It was agreed that the Parish Council will purchase RBS’s Alpha accounting system for the accounts from 1st April 2014.  (Action –Clerk)
The Seer Green Parish Council Deposit Account was moved to Bucks Building Society.  There is a 30 day notice period to transfer money.
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2011/1791/FA
Widmer Barn, Rawlings Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2RQ 


Change of use of former livery buildings to use as a single dwelling house and associated external alterations and use of existing barn building for purposes incidental to the enjoyment of the aforementioned dwelling house, erection of three detached outbuildings (retrospective).

CH/2013/1090/FA
Oldefields Equestrian Centre, Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP 


Removal of existing temporary mobile home and erection of dwelling house for equestrian worker, replacement stable buildings including 3 no. stable buildings (incorporating 16 stables), foaling building and office/welfare building, creation of new vehicular access and associated alterations to landscaping, and laying of additional hardstanding.  Concerns about the development were raised by the Parish Council.
CH/2013/1279/FA
Glenelg, 18 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP


Part two storey, part single storey front/side/rear extension, replacement boundary wall, fenestration alterations and widened vehicular access.

CH/2013/1404/FA
Oakdene, 28 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP


Part two storey, part single storey rear extension incorporating roof alterations to form a two storey dwelling and alterations to roof of existing single storey rear projection.

CH/2013/1517/TP
Woodland at Green Wood, School Lane, Seer Green


Removal of some holly from an area of the wood - trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order.
CH/2013/1409/FA
Chase End, 37 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YN


Part two storey, part single storey front/side/rear extension and single storey side extension.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. BUDGET, LONG TERM PLAN AND PRECEPT:  The Council held a detailed review of expenditure with a view to reducing some of the monthly outgoings. It was agreed to raise the precept after no increase for the past three years.  A final decision on the budget, long term plan and precept will be agreed at the next meeting.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
ii. gREEN MEADOW:  The new play equipment was being installed in Green Meadow.  The contractor will try to repair the existing see-saw.  An alternative safety surface, recently used by the school will be considered for installing under some of the play equipment.  (Action – Cllr Thomas, Cllr Davison-Oakley)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: Bucks County Council’s surveyor has now inspected the building so it can be valued in readiness for the freehold transfer.  A legionella audit was carried out on the hall water supplies over half term.  A new hot water pump has been installed to resolve the issues with the hot water temperature in the kitchen and nursery.  The fire alarm and equipment has been checked.  The kitchen cupboard has been repaired.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  There were several non-urgent outstanding issues with trees following the recent storm. These will be dealt with by a local arboriculturist.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
9.
Any Other Business: A resident was seen dumping grass cuttings in the drainage ditch on Chalfont Road. (Action – Cllr Scourfield)   Councillors were asked to review the Consultation on Chilterns AONB Management Plan and submit any comments at the next meeting.   (Action – All Councillors)
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th December 2013, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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