SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th DECEMBER 2017 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr M Thomas, Cllr T Norton, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr A Anderson, Cllr J Forsaith and Cllr A Westlake.
In attendance: 
Mrs K Hawes, Mrs K Tilley, Mrs A Lillitou and Mr T Harding. Cllr S Patel joined the meeting after the open session. 

I. OPEN SESSION: A resident commented on the new village signs which he considers to be of excellent quality although he felt that the rear of them could be enhanced.  Cllr Thomas will explore what can be done.   (Action – Cllr Thomas)  The resident asked if any further bulbs being planted could be multi-coloured.  Cllr Westlake reassured the residents that the planters are being replanted with multi-coloured plants.

A resident asked for the position on the Neighbourhood Plan and was informed that it had been put on hold. 

Chiltern District Councillor Steve Patel informed the Parish Council that he has been appointed as a new member of the Planning Committee at Chiltern District Council (CDC).
A resident asked for clarification on the position of the closure of the Post Office.  A decision to bring forward Item VII for discussion during the open session was made. 
VII.   Planning
The planning application for change of usage for the Post Office is on the CDC website with a time deadline of 22nd December 2017.  There are a number of documents attached, including neighbourhood notification, the application form and plans. There are currently 12 letters of objection.  Cllr Norton has spoken to the planning department and asked the following questions:

· What is the criteria for acceptable reasons for change of usage?  
· Does CDC ask for evidence/arguments to support the application for change of usage?

· Does CDC have the authority to force owners of business premises to sell the property rather than change to residential status?

He was reassured that CDC would ask for reasons for the change of usage but that they did not have the authority to force the owners to sell.   They were unclear on the criteria for acceptable reasons for change of usage. 

Seer Green Parish Council are aware of correspondence circulating in the village about the importance of finding a way to retain Post Office services. There was a strong feeling from a resident that efforts should have been made by the owners of the Post Office building to sell the property as a business before applying for the change of usage. Cllr Thomas asked what the legal position is on this point. Following a unanimous decision by Parish Councillors to have the validity of the application tested by CDC, Cllr Norton will write to CDC to ask them to do this. (Action – Cllr Norton)
Cllr Norton explained that ‘calling in’ an application involves that all of the Planning Committee at CDC must consider an application rather than only the Planning Case Officer, and that a representative from Seer Green can speak at this planning meeting. He will ask Councillors if this application should be ‘called in’. (Action – Cllr Norton)
II.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr J Holder and Cllr L Hungin.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Westlake and were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The new free standing noticeboard for Jubilee Walk has been ordered.
· The regular actions following recommendations from the Water Risk Assessment for Jubilee Hall will be reviewed by the Jubilee Hall Committee.  (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley, Cllr Norton, Clerk)  The Water Risk Assessment actions and heating plumbing work for the Pavilion will be carried out during the Christmas holidays.  (Action – Clerk) After this work has been completed a monthly action sheet will need to be formulated.  Some of the recommended remedial work is being carried out by Cllr Anderson.  The Pavilion Health and Safety documents have been reviewed.  
· The Green Wood camera needs to be adjusted and then it will be reinstated and signs will be put up in the area.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Cllr Holder)
· The Village Plan will be updated.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith) 
· An application for a grant of approximately £1,500 from the Local Area Forum for a Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign has been submitted.  This will be match funded by the Parish Council.  A survey costing £350.00 is now required to cover all of the locations that the MVAS will be situated.  A list of suggestions for the locations by Cllr Forsaith will be circulated to all councillors and discussed at the next meeting.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Clerk) 

· The fence in Green Wood which was damaged by a fallen oak tree needs reinstating.  Mr Hawes has kindly completed this work.
· The Chairman of the Allotment Association had previously emailed a revised allotment agreement which they would like to adopt.  The points which have been changed need to be discussed in more detail by councillors under Item 8ii.
· Cllr Anderson agreed to demonstrate the CCTV system to other data controllers during the Christmas holidays. (Action – Cllr Anderson, Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Holder and Cllr Davison-Oakley)
· The safety surface below the roundabout and small see-saw in Green Meadow will be discussed under agenda item 9ii.
      Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Cllr Anderson felt that the road closure for the Remembrance Service needs advertising more in future years and that more people are needed to manage them.  Cllr Davison-Oakley is now part of the Churches Remembrance Committee and will raise this at the meeting before Remembrance  Day 2018. Cllr Davison-Oakley will apply for the road closures for 2018. (Action- Cllr Davison-Oakley)
The November Risk Assessment was carried out by Cllr Holder and Cllr Davison-Oakley and recorded in the November Parish Council minutes. Cllr Anderson will undertake the December Risk Assessment. (Action – Cllr Anderson)
III. HEALTH AND SAFETY:  The master list of all of the regulatory and safety inspections has been updated and will be circulated.  (Action – Clerk)
IV. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: Cllr Forsaith declared an interest in the item on Jubilee Hall as he is a Seer Green CE School Governor. 
V. Correspondence:
· A letter had been received from CDC asking for the Precept requirements for 2018/19.  This was dealt with under agenda Item VIIIi.
· A letter had been received from Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) asking for renewal of membership. This was agreed unanimously. 

· A licence had been received for the removal of Human Remains. The exhumation and re burial of ashes took place on 24th November.

· A letter of complaint had been received from Mrs Pauline Bowles regarding the removal of the Youth Shelter.  The contents of the letter were noted. 

· A letter had been received from the Bucks Building Society about Deposit Account interest rates.  Although we are no longer able to pay monies into this account a decision was made to investigate improved interest rates for all parish council accounts. (Action – Clerk) 

· Six letters of objection to the planning application for the Post Office change of usage have been received from Amanda Lillitou, Amy Quelch, Felicity Coombes, Kirsty Cook, Nicki Toay and Rebecca Orton. The planning Application was considered under Agenda Item VII. 
VI.
Finance  
Payments amounting to:-              
    
  
 
   £8,320.35
Income received:-




   
      £530.00

The closing bank balances at 4th December totalled:-
  £67,994.94
A closed minute was recorded for the Clerk’s bonus.

VII.   Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website. 
Permitted

CH/2017/1682/FA
7 Wood Pond Close, Seer Green, HP9 2XG

Conversion of part of the double length garage to habitable accommodation, proposed new hardstanding extension to existing driveway.

CH/2017/1731/FA
24 Wood Pond Close, HP9 2XG

Single storey rear extension.
CH/2017/1645/FA
50 Gurnells Road, HP9 2XJ

Construction of single storey rear extension.

IX.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. BUDGET, PRECEPT AND LONG TERM PLAN:  The half year accounts and draft budget for 2018/19 were approved.  It was resolved to increase the Parish Council precept by 2%.  Chiltern District Council will be informed.  (Action – Clerk)     Ideas for the Long Term Plan were shared.  These included, Green Meadow play surfaces, replacing the allotment hedge, tidying the area on the Recreation Ground where the small copse of trees are situated, the removal of holly trees from Green Wood, additional cherry trees, the replacement of 10 streetlights with LED lamps. Play equipment for Green Meadow. 

ii. ALLOTMENT AGREEMENT: Cllr Thomas and Cllr Norton met with Barry Richardson and Alan Perks (representatives of the Allotment Association) to discuss the Allotment Agreement. Following redrafting by the Allotment Association it was agreed that further work on this needs to be undertaken.  An extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be called to work on this. (Action  - Clerk) Cllr Thomas will advise the Allotment Association that this will be happening and will be an item on the January 2018 agenda. (Action – Cllr Thomas)
X.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The half year accounts have been independently audited and a budget set.   It had been agreed by the Jubilee Hall Committee to increase the Pre School rent by 5% in 2018 as they had no increase in 2016/2017.  The Jubilee Hall ceiling will be painted in the Christmas holidays.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES: Fineland Tree Services are due to conduct planned tree work on 7th December 2017 in Green Wood. The Parish Councillors are happy with the sign and tree work at the entrances to the village. Streetlight 51 needs to be replaced. (Action – Clerk) 
XI.

information items: Cllr Thomas informed the meeting that the village entrance signs on Longbottom Lane can be replaced, but at a cost. The litter bin by the shop has gone missing. Cllr Hughes and the Clerk are looking into this. 
The meeting closed at 9.30pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd January 2018, at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
3

