SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th JANUARY 2015 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr M Thomas (Chair), Cllr J Richardson, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr A Anderson, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr T Norton and Cllr J Holder.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mrs K Hawes, Mr A Wilkie (for part) and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION: It was reported that several Hearnes Meadow residents had left litter around their properties.  This will be photographed and reported to Paradigm Housing.  (Action - Clerk)
Mr Wilkie, who is a Seer Green resident and also a Deputy Director responsible for Neighbourhood Planning at the Department for Communities and Local Government,  explained why a neighbourhood plan could help Seer Green. He said a neighbourhood plan would be of the same importance as the Chiltern District Council’s Local Plan and it would allow the community the chance to decide how their local area should develop and what should be built or what green spaces should be protected. There is funding available for Neighbourhood Planning and it will be discussed further at the next meeting.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr D Scourfield and Cllr O Davison-Oakley

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Hughes.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The dangerous pothole outside the Three Horseshoes pub was repaired.
· Bucks County Council has agreed to refresh the white slow signs and rumble strips. (Action - Clerk)
· The overhanging holly near Manor Farm previously reported has now been cut back.
· The lighting system outside the Pavilion was replaced during the Christmas break. 

· The tree that overhangs the pavement on School Lane has been photographed and reported to Bucks County Council. 
· A new boot brush will be ordered for the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
· A quote will be chased for holly clearance in Green Wood. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· Meetings will be arranged with play equipment suppliers.  Also a meeting of the play area subcommittee will be organised to discuss the next piece of play equipment for Green Meadow.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
· The Fire Risk Assessment for the Pavilion will be reviewed and actions prioritised.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)

Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The December inspection has been carried out.  It had been reported that holes have appeared in the Green Meadow wire fence near the main gate.  A contractor will be asked to repair the fence (Action –Clerk) The January inspection will be carried out by Cllr Richardson.  (Action – Cllr Richardson)  Cllr Scourfield will be asked if he can do the February risk inspection.  (Action - Clerk)
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  No declarations of interest were made.
4. Correspondence:
· Information has been sent to the gentleman who requested details about the locations of the streetlight batteries that were positioned near Seer Green during World War II.
· A letter from the liability claims handler for the company that damaged the streetlight in Wynnswick Road had written for information about the streetlight. (Action - Clerk)
· A Tree Preservation Order had been received for land at 41 Gurnells Road.

5.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to         £6,528.85
Income 




          £4,207.70

Closing balance of all accounts.

        £60,103.76
It was agreed to make a further application for LAF funding for £3,000 towards the clearance of holly which is very dominant in Green Wood.  This will improve light levels and encourage more ground flora to grow.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)
6. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  

Permitted

CH/2014/1928/FA
56 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP
Erection of a replacement dwelling, new vehicular access and closure of existing access.

CH/2014/1955/TP
Squirrels Leap, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH

Crown reduction of three beech trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order

CH/2014/1862/FA
Magnolia, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QJ

Detached front garage

CH/2014/1858/FA
Magnolia, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QJ

Proposed front porch, conversion of internal garage to habitable accommodation, addition of external brick skin, replacement roof tiles and removal of chimney.

CH/2014/1745/FA
Oak Underwood, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Redevelopment of site to provide two detached dwellings, detached garage and construction of new vehicular access.

CH/2014/0943/FA 
Littlewick, Wynnswick Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XW

Part demolition of existing property, erection of new detached dwelling and creation of vehicular access with associated hardstanding.

The Parish Council has been given advance notice of a Public Consultation for the New Local Plan for the Chiltern District.  The public consultation is aimed to give local residents the opportunity to help scope the vision for the Plan, to raise issues that the Plan should seek to address and to make suggestions on what the Plan objectives should be and what type of planned strategy it should adopt (e.g. to focus on existing built up areas, main settlement urban extensions, a more dispersed growth with expanded villages, a new settlement or a combination of these).  Chiltern District Council (CDC) has asked for help in communicating the consultation which ends on 6th March 2015.  It was agreed to form a sub-committee to draft a document which could be delivered to all residents asking for their views and comments on the key areas. (Action - Cllr Norton, Cllr Forsaith)
7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i.     speeding in the village:  It was agreed that the County Councillor Tim Butcher will be asked to support several traffic calming initiatives including a reduction in the speed limit to 20mph within the villages boundary white gates; an increase in the amount of slow signs painted on the road and the introduction of speed limit roundels; double yellow lines on the kerbside at the bend on Chalfont Road near the junction with Orchard Road due to the continued problems with cars parking at this point causing a potentially dangerous situation with oncoming traffic.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Scourfield)  
ii. green meadow path:  The architect has now been asked to provide a drawing of the gate elevation following a letter from the CDC Planning Department.  (Action – Clerk)  A meeting has been held with an engineer from Playtop who made some recommendations and will now provide a more detailed quotation.  A quotation to provide a new wider gate/entrance into Green Meadow near Stable Lane was approved subject to the agreement on the type of new gate.  There is still a branch to be removed near the rear gate to the school which has been missed by the contractor.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  A tree has fallen between the two chestnut paling fences on the boundary with a resident’s garden.  Two quotations will be requested to clear the tree. (Action – Cllr Hughes)  
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall Committee is still reviewing the alternatives for the gas boiler replacement.  The electrical 5 year system check/test has been carried out.  The fire doors are in the process of being replaced.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  A family has planted a cherry tree in Green Meadow in memory of Julie Quinell  (Action – Clerk)  
The Allotment Association have been given until the end of January to finish filling the skip which has been delivered.  Three allotment holders still had a significant amount of metal work/waste that needs to be removed.  
9.
Any Other Business:      A contractor has been putting the leaves cleared in the Cemetery back into Green Wood.  Concerns were raised that this might be preventing the growth of ground flora; therefore the leaf clearance will be discussed for an alternative solution.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  Part of the Recreation Ground towards Chalfont St Giles was getting waterlogged and churned up by walkers. The area will be monitored to see if the problem can be alleviated.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th February 2015, at 7.30pm in the Baptist Church lounge in Wood Pond Close.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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