SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th MARCH 2018 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr J Holder (meeting Chairman), Cllr C Hughes, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr A Westlake and Cllr L Hungin.
In attendance: 
Mrs K Hawes, Mr I Hawes, Mr T Harding and Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: A resident reported that the potholes in Hearnes Meadow are now being fixed.  It had been noticed that the right hand side of the cemetery, at the rear of the Seer Mead gardens, is untidy and often littered with items from the cemetery.  The area will be tidied and monitored.  (Action – Clerk)  A spokesman from the Chilterns Conservation Board scheme called “Chalk, Cherries and Chairs” which provides advice and funding for improvements to local community sites by planting fruit trees and community orchards, encouraging wildflowers and natural habitats is keen to discuss potential projects for Seer Green.  A meeting for interested people in the village will try to be organised for the first week in May. (Action – Clerk)  
II.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr M Thomas, Cllr T Norton, Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr A Anderson.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Hughes and were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· It had been previously asked whether the rear of the new village signs could be enhanced.  There was no immediate solution but if one is found it will be brought back to the meeting.   
· The Water Risk Assessment actions and heating plumbing work for the Pavilion has been completed.  A monthly action sheet will need to be formulated.  
· The Green Wood camera has been adjusted and will be reinstated and signs will be put up in the area.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· Cllr Anderson agreed to demonstrate the CCTV system to other data controllers. It is hoped that this can be carried out during the Easter holidays. (Action – Cllr Anderson, Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Holder and Cllr Davison-Oakley)
· A new streetlight 51 for the corner of Wood Pond Close and Drovers Way has been ordered
· The postponed meeting with Bucks County Council Local Area Technician will be rearranged this month to discuss the highways issues that have been recently raised including the flooding problems at the junction of Bottom Lane and Longbottom Lane.  (Action – Clerk)
· The approved allotment agreement has been returned to the Allotment Association.
      Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk inspections: Following concerns raised in the January Risk Assessment about branches from trees in Green Wood and Green Meadow overhanging the road, Cllr Hughes had the trees inspected by an arboriculturist.  A quotation for £445.00 was approved to remove the branches. (Action – Cllr Hughes)  Cllr Hughes has completed the February Risk Assessment and moved a glass pane at the allotments to a safer position.  A local contractor has been asked to cut back foliage around the perimeter of Green Meadow and at the junction of School Lane (Bayne Hill) and Longbottom Lane to make it safer.  Cllr Westlake will be conducting the March risk inspection and Cllr Holder offered to attend.  (Action – Cllr Westlake)
III. HEALTH AND SAFETY:  The master list of all of the regulatory and safety inspections will be updated with the latest inspections and then circulated. (Action – Clerk)  There were no issues raised.
IV. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Holder declared an interest in the item on Jubilee Hall as they are both Seer Green CE School Governors. 
V. Correspondence:
· The Chilterns Montessori had completed their risk assessment of the Pavilion and the following actions were agreed:-  A sanitary bin will be arranged for the toilets.  (Action – Clerk)  A recommendation for disabled access will be investigated.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)  
· A letter was approved to be sent to the administrator of the Bucks Best Kept Village Competition providing feedback on why the Parish Council have decided not to enter this year.  (Action – Clerk)
VI.
Finance  
Payments amounting to:-              
    
  
 
     £6,664.01
Income received:-




   
        £590.00

The closing bank balances at 4th March 2018 totalled:-
   £52,727.38

Streetlight quotation – Column 14 Howard Crescent:- A quotation was approved for a replacement bracket and lantern head as the current lantern is beyond repair and the parts are now obsolete.  
VII.   Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website. 
Permitted

CH/2017/2186/FA
Venture Hall, Park Place, Seer Green

Replacement Scout building.

CH/2018/0023/FA
48 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP

Front dormer window, garage conversion and new vehicular access for rear garden parking.

CH/2017/2291/FA
23 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ

Side roof dormer structure, creation of porch, fenestration alterations.

CH/2017/2334/TP
Squirrels Leap, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH

Felling of two beech trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

CH/2017/2215/FA
9 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XU

Single storey front and rear extensions

CH/2017/2191/FA
Lymm Cottage, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH

Single storey rear extension, rear roof dormer and front roof light to facilitate habitable accommodation in roof space and associated internal alterations.

CH/2017/2249/TP
17 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XL

Crown lifting of an oak tree protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

CH/2017/1076/FA
Highclere Farm, Newbarn Lane, HP9 2QZ

Change of use of reception/shop to utility/office, manager's accommodation to reception/shop and bed and breakfast to residential.

VIII.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. COMMUNITY ASSET – SEER GREEN POST OFFICE, 36 CHALFONT ROAD: Following a unanimous vote it was resolved that the Parish Council would apply to Chiltern District Council for the A1 premises at 36 Chalfont Road, site of the former Post Office, to be registered as a Community Asset. The paperwork will be completed. (Action – Cllr Hungin, Clerk)
ii. NEWSLETTER:  It was agreed that the following articles should be prepared for the next Newsletter; Application for 36 Chalfont Road to be a Community Asset, Community Award application, Chalk, Cherries and Chairs meeting, the new roses planted in Jubilee Walk, the new crocuses, the new Cherry Trees and village signs, the decision why the Best Kept Village competition is not being entered in 2018, the latest village dates.  (Action – Cllr Holder)
iii. RISK ASSESSMENT:  The risk assessment was approved.  Concerns were raised about any risks with the new General Data Protection Regulations.  Cllr Westlake, Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Holder are all going on training and will feedback any requirements.  (Action – Cllr Westlake, Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Holder)

IX.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: An asbestos survey was completed on the hall and a copy was sent to the School. There were three areas where asbestos was suspected but as long as these areas remain undisturbed there is no action recommended.  Quotations for replacement LED lights will be requested during the Easter holidays.  (Action – Clerk)  The Jubilee Hall Deposit Account will be transferred to CCLA who provide a better rate of interest.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES: An arboriculturist will be asked to quote to reduce the height of the beech hedges at the front of the cemetery and on the road down to Jubilee Hall. (Action – Cllr Hughes)  Contact had been made with Affinity water to investigate the water system at the Recreation Ground and allotments.  There are at least two meters which have their own pipe maps at a cost of £50 per map. It was agreed to confirm the meters serial numbers and purchase the appropriate maps.  (Action – Cllr Hungin, Clerk)  It was noted that there had been an accumulation of mud on the Recreation Ground car park surface.  A local contractor will be asked if he can regularly sweep the area clear.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  Significant ivy had been noticed on a large Oak at the Recreation Ground.  A contractor will be asked to sever the ivy.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)
X.

information items: There will be an Easter Egg Hunt around the village on Easter Saturday.  The eggs will be on properties that have agreed to take part.  All welcome to join in. 
The meeting closed at 8.15pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th April 2018, at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
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