SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th DECEMBER 2011 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr J Forsaith (Acting Chairman), Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr B Kane, Cllr M Thomas and Cllr A Anderson. 
In attendance: 
Mr R Darlington, Mrs O Oakley, Mr A Mitra, Mr I Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  There were no items raised by the public in attendance.


   
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr C Hughes and Cllr N Rothwell.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Anderson and Cllr Scourfield.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Following research into a recent petition in Fulmer, which resulted in the village introducing some traffic calming measures, Cllr Thomas had prepared a report entitled ‘Let’s keep Seer Green safe’.  Cllr Thomas recommended that ‘Kill your speed’ signs were needed to remind motorists to slow down.  Contact will be made with PC McVeigh to discuss this matter further.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  
· The Seer Green Parish Council Emergency Plan was favourably approved by the Resilience Officer at BCC and will now be updated with contact numbers.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Clerk) 
· New signs were agreed and will be ordered for Parish Council properties/land.  (Action – Clerk)   
· Following the Chiltern Woodlands Project report, a planning application has been raised - CH/2011/1678/TP Woodland at Green Wood, School Lane to remove a number of holly trees and some clumps of hazel marked with orange paint spots close to the footpaths within the wood - all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.  If approved the work will be started on 23rd January 2012.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  

Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  All Councillors were asked to review their areas in the Risk Assessment.  The document will be reviewed at the January meeting.  (Action – All Councillors)
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  Cllr Kane declared an interest in planning application CH/2011/1913/VRC The Meadows, 9 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL.
4. Correspondence:   A request had been received from the Chilterns Montessori to have a 5 year lease for the Pavilion in addition to the existing Tenancy Agreement.   This was approved. A quotation for legal advice on the lease will be sought from a local solicitor. Legal costs for this agreement will be paid by the Chilterns Montessori. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)

The Nurse Bott Trustees have just provided a bench for Jordans Village Green which has been so well received that they would like to offer a similar bench as a resting spot for residents in Seer Green.  It was agreed that the best position would be by the Bus Stop next to Holy Trinity’s Churchyard.  As this pavement is part of the highway, permission will be sought from Bucks County Council.  (Action – Clerk)

An estimate for landscaping work for the Cemetery was approved.  (Action – Clerk)
5. Finance  

Payments amounting to             

      £2,933.75 were made  

Income 




      
 £0.00

Closing balances

                            £64,633.81
Concerns were raised about the condition of the Recreation Ground as some of the football pitch areas are getting churned up.  An inspection of the pitch will be arranged.  (Action – Cllr Kane, Cllr Anderson, Clerk)  Funding will be set aside in the Long Term Plan for sport activities at the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  A boot scraper was requested for the Recreation Ground. (Action - Clerk)  £3k would be set aside in the Long Term Plan for the Vehicle Activated Sign.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
Approval of the 2012/13 budget and precept requirements

The Council approved the budget for 2012/13 and agreed not to increase the precept in view of current economic conditions.  A letter requesting the precept of £41,500 will be sent to CDC.   (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2011/1466/FA
Woodleigh Grange, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UL


Erection of replacement detached dwelling 

An objection was raised on the scale and impact on ERASC
CH/2011/1425/FA
The Meadows, 9 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL 
Erection of replacement dwelling and detached garage and a new vehicular access with the laying
of associated hardstanding
CH/2011/1470/FA
Squirrels Leap, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH 


Demolition of existing house and erection of two new dwellings each with detached garage, closure of existing access and construction of new access to Bottom Lane

An objection was raised on the size and scale and change in planning policy PPS3.

CH/2011/1380/FA
Birchland House, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QJ 


Detached garage building with associated landscaping and conversion of existing garage to habitable accommodation.

CH/2011/1481/FA
17 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XL


Single storey rear extension incorporating replacement roof to existing rear projection and alterations to fenestration at first floor level in rear elevation to provide doors with juliet balcony and new window at
ground floor level in the north east side elevation.

CH/2011/1519/FA
Oakley, 112 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP 

Erection of barn, creation of new vehicular access from Chalfont Road, laying of hardstanding, detached bin store and provision of two sets of timber gates to north west and north east boundaries of site.

Comments were provided on development in the Greenbelt, size/scale. A request was made for conditions.
Refused

CH/2011/1208/OA
Manor Farm, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2YE


Replacement dwelling with detached garage.

CH/2011/1473/FA
Highclere Field Stables, Newbarn Lane, Seer Green 


Detached dwelling to provide onsite manager's accommodation.

An objection was raised on the inappropriate development in the Greenbelt.
CH/2011/1317/FA
Third House, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX


Part two storey, part single storey front/side/rear extension, first floor side extension, front dormer window, conversion of existing garage to habitable accommodation and laying of hardstanding to create front
driveway.

An objection was raised as the garage projects long way in front of established building line.

CH/2011/1582/FA
1 Pear Tree Close, Seer Green, HP9 2UY


Two storey side extension.


7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. green meadow:  Cllr M Thomas agreed to oversee the Green Meadow refurbishment project.  When she has read all the relevant documentation, she will contact Mr Rob Gill, a professional funding advisor who came to the last Parish Council meeting to discuss the services he could offer to help fund raise towards the project.  (Action – Cllr Thomas, Clerk)
ii. WAR MEMORIAL: The Parish Council now favoured a granite war memorial.  Several stonemasons have been asked to provide a quotation for the project. The names for the Memorial will be listed in the next Newsletter and residents will be asked if they are correct and whether there is anyone who should be added. (Action:  Cllr Scourfield)
iii. QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE: The Parish Council has applied for 60 metres of bunting to hang in the village.  It was also agreed to apply for free trees through the Woodland Trust to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee. (Action – Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The new toilet proposals were reviewed and approved. Bucks County Council will be funding the majority of the project as it will benefit the school children.  The Jubilee Hall Committee had agreed to contribute £3,000 towards the improvements to the adult toilet areas.

        
ii. ENVIRONMENT:    Bucks County Council and the Parish Council have agreed to jointly fund a new Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) on Chalfont Road.  It was suggested that it could be situated at the end of Hearnes Meadow, a meeting will be arranged to agree the final location. (Action – Cllr Rothwell, Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Hughes, Clerk) 
iii. PROPERTIES:  A dog training group have started to use the Recreation Ground for unauthorised weekly training sessions.  As it is causing conflict for residents who walk their dogs off lead they will be asked to find an alternative venue.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  Newsletter 15 has now been delivered to all households in Seer Green.
9.
Any Other Business:   Church Road residents have now cut back their hedges to make the junction safer.  The Rotary are seeking support for a village tidy campaign.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th January 2012 at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall on School Lane.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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