SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9th JANUARY 2019 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr T Norton, Cllr A Westlake, Cllr O Davison-Oakley and      Cllr L Hungin.
In attendance: Mrs K Hawes, Mr T Harding and Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: A resident raised concerns about the inconsiderate parking on Chalfont Road and School Lane. The issue on School Lane concerned parents/guardians dropping off and collecting from school. This had recently caused the road to be blocked when a bus and van could not pass the vehicles that were parked on both sides of the road making the highway too narrow.  The resident was encouraged to advise the school about their concerns.  
The wooded copse on the Recreation Ground had been inspected and there were no signs of rabbits or rats active in the area. The area will be further cleared and tidied.
II. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr C Hughes, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr J Holder and Cllr A Anderson.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes for the December meeting were approved by Cllr Norton and Cllr Hungin and were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Parish Council will continue to pursue the government on the effect that the recent changes in planning law have on rural communities.  
· It was previously agreed to fell the ash tree at the entrance of the cemetery as disease was found at the base of the double stemmed trunk. A quotation for this work was approved.  The contractor has submitted an application with Chiltern District Council’s Tree Officer so that this work can be carried out as the wood is subject to a Tree Preservation Order.  If approved the work has been provisionally booked for early March. 
· Two small dead trees need inspecting at the Allotments.  (Action Cllr Hughes)  
· An intumescent strip has been fitted to the Pavilion kitchen fire door and new fire doors for the main hall have been installed.
· The ash trees on the allotment boundary with the Scouts will be professionally inspected.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· Cllr Anderson will be inspecting the Pavilion and Cllr Forsaith will be reviewing the Pavilion Fire Safety notices.  (Action –Cllr Anderson, Cllr Forsaith)
· An order for 8 pieces of fitness equipment has been placed, which will be installed the week beginning 14th January 2019. Access onto the Recreation Ground will be agreed nearer the time depending on the weather and surface conditions.

· Chiltern District Council have been advised that the council’s Precept Requirements for 2019/20 will be £47,000, an increase of 2.5%. 

· A low hanging branch on an oak tree near the football pitch will be trimmed to ensure it does not cause a hazard.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk inspections: Cllr Norton has completed the December inspection.  Cllr Hungin will carry out the January inspection.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)
III. HEALTH AND SAFETY:  An updated asset inspection will be circulated.  (Action – Clerk)  Cllr Norton has completed an internal and external inspection of Jubilee Hall. 
IV. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest. 
V. Correspondence:  
· Responses have been sent to residents addressing concerns raised about the outdoor fitness equipment on the Recreation Ground.
· Chiltern District Council have sent the Road Closure Order forms for 2019/20 which need to be completed by 12th February.  These will be forwarded to the churches as they co-ordinate the Remembrance Day service and will be able to complete the necessary risk inspections.  (Action – Clerk)
VI.
Finance  
Payments amounting to:-              
    
  
 
   £18,867.63
Income received:-




   
     £6,249.74

The closing bank balances at 7th January 2019 totalled:-        £54,540.08
Amersham Town Council sent through a quotation for three options for grounds maintenance which includes grass cutting the village verges, Recreation Ground and Green Meadow.  It also included the parish footpath clearance. It was resolved to agree a four year contract.  (Action – Clerk) 
The village Christmas Tree lights had unfortunately been cut.  It was agreed to purchase two more sets at a cost of £30 each.  (Action – Cllr Holder) 

VII.   

Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  It was agreed to submit a letter about planning application PL/18/4539/EU for a Certificate of lawfulness for existing use of commercial equestrian livery at Manor Farm Livery Stables, School Lane, Seer Green HP9 2YE. The Parish Council was concerned about the area covered by the application which is very large and do not understand why the livery business requires such a large area given the number of horses it stables. Concern was also raised that if this application was approved, this could lead to further applications for development within the area outlined on the back of this application. (Action – Clerk)
Permitted

PL/18/4168/FA
11 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ


Single storey rear extension.

PL/18/4009/FA
3 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL


Installation of roof lights.

PL/18/3952/FA
1 Coat Wicks, Seer Green, HP9 2YR


Single storey side extension.

PL/18/3871/FA
38 Farmers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2YX


Single storey rear extension and loft conversion incorporating rear dormer window.

PL/18/3819/FA
Oakview, 15 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL


Two storey rear extension and two additional roof lights to side elevation.

PL/18/3783/FA
Croft, 62 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP


Single storey side extension and alteration to roof to facilitate first floor accommodation. Demolition of existing single garage and flat roofed rear extension.

PL/18/3780/FA
Seer Green Baptist Church, Wood Pond Close, Seer Green

Glazed veranda style entrance.

PL/18/3196/FA
7 Hearnes Close, Seer Green, HP9 2QT

Single storey rear extension, partial garage conversion, alterations to roof for additional 2 no dormers to rear, landscaping and associated works.
Trees Allowed In Part

PL/18/3793/TP
4 Princess Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2GN

Felling of a pine, crown reduction of two sycamores and an oak, pruning of sides of a whitebeam and reshaping of a holm oak - all trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order
Refused

PL/18/3824/FA
Grove Lodge, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Erection of outbuilding.
VIII.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY: A new Health and Safety policy has been developed which includes a risk inspection statement outlining the Parish Council’s duty of care. All councillors need to review the document and bring changes/suggestions to a future meeting where it will be discussed.  (Action – All Councillors)  
IX.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: New flood lights and electronic shutters have been installed.  A bollard was knocked down by a delivery driver, this will be reinstated and paid for by their insurance company.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES: The Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign (MVAS) and post have been delivered but the ground screws are yet to be installed.  This work should be completed in January.   The MVAS and post are quite heavy and will be difficult to install and subsequently move so it was agreed to ask Amersham Town Council if they would be willing to help move the unit.  (Action – Clerk)  A moped windscreen has been left in the undergrowth of the Recreation Ground.  Arrangements will be made for it to be removed.  (Action – Clerk)
X.
information items:  No matters arising.
The meeting closed at 8.35 pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th February 2019, at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
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