SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th FEBRUARY 2013 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr C Hughes,          Cllr R Darlington, Cllr B Kane, Cllr A Anderson and Cllr M Thomas.
In attendance: 
Mr I Hawes, Mrs K Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  Concerns were raised about littering in Hearnes Meadow.  The situation will be inspected and monitored.  (Action – Clerk)  
2. Apologies for absence: No apologies
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr J Forsaith and Cllr Darlington.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· A new tarmac driveway with granite sett edging has now been installed at the cemetery.  
· The granite paving to cover the concrete base of the War Memorial has been ordered and will be installed in March.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
· Repairs to the potholes in Jubilee Hall car park will be carried out during the February half term which is the week beginning 18th February.  (Action – Clerk)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  Following heavy rain Chalfont Road has been frequently flooded in November/December and several cars have been written off in the flood water. An email was sent to Bucks County Council Highways department to see what could be done to alleviate the continual problem.  BCC have responded to say that the existing borehole is not working as expected. Therefore the next viable option is to install an additional borehole thereby doubling the capacity of the drainage system.  The scheme will also include re digging of all the ditches.  The site has been identified as a priority to be implemented in the next financial year.  The situation will be monitored. (Action – Clerk)  A small elm tree has split and is now blocking footpath 16.  The Bucks County Council Rights of Way Officer has been notified and will write to the landowner.
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  No declarations of interest were made.
4. Correspondence:
· Chiltern District Council has sent a letter asking for suggestions for future sites for gypsies, travellers or travelling show people.  It was agreed that there was no appropriate land for a site in Seer Green and that there was a large authorised site available nearby at Wapsey’s Wood.  (Action – Clerk)
· Chiltern District Council has now informed the Council that a new Councillor can be co-opted.

5. Finance  

Payments (from main account) amounting to    £17,881.12 
Income (to main account)

                  £7,352.66

Closing balances (unconfirmed)  

    £76,638.16
Continental Landscapes and Mr D Horgan have submitted their new contractor rates for 2013/2014 which were approved.  (Action – Clerk)  County Councillor Tim Butcher has kindly donated a further £1,425 from his Community Leaders fund towards completing the work to improve the area around the War Memorial.  Cllr Scourfield was pleased to report that due to the donations and grants received the project to install the War Memorial and improve the Cemetery entrance could now be completed.
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  No decisions were determined on any Seer Green applications this month.
7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. GREEN MEADOW: Cllr Thomas presented her report following the findings from the recent survey.  It was agreed that an application would be made to Veolia (who manage the nearby landfill site) for a large grant as the 20% required by the Parish Council to secure a grant had already been raised. The full application needs to be submitted by 5th April for a decision by15th July.   If the grant application is unsuccessful then a new piece of equipment will be purchased this summer from the funds already raised.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
ii. RISK ASSESSMENT: The Risk Assessment will be reviewed by the following:- Sections 1-3, 10-12, 13-18 (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk), Sections 4, 5, 12 (Action – Cllr Hughes), Sections 6, 7 (Action – Cllr Forsaith), Sections 8, 9 (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Davison-Oakley), Section 19 (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Kane). The Risk Assessment will be updated at the next meeting.
iii. NEWSLETTER: The following articles (to be prepared by 28th Feb) were agreed for Newsletter 18.  Flooding on Chalfont Road (Action – Clerk), War Memorial and Cemetery entrance improvements (Action - Cllr Scourfield), Dog fouling, woodland paths, removal of logs (Action – Cllr Hughes) update on Green Meadow playground refurbishment, speeding (Action – Cllr Thomas) School Academy (Action – Cllr Forsaith), improvements to Jubilee Hall (Action – Cllr Kane).  A draft will be prepared for the next meeting.  (Action – Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: Following the school’s change to Academy status, Bucks County Council’s Legal Department has stated that they have no funding to support the school and therefore cannot continue to provide any contribution towards Jubilee Hall.  As BCC is the landlord for the building, further legal information will be sought from Community Impact Bucks.  (Action – Cllr Kane, Cllr Scourfield) There are still issues with hirer’s using school land when hiring the hall.  An alarm for when the side fire doors are opened will be investigated.  (Action - Cllr Kane)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  A quote for the Pavilion plumbing work (to include a new heating fan, boiler service and shower room tap) was approved.  A quotation was received for new curtains for the Pavilion; another quotation for fireproof curtains will be sought.  (Action – Clerk)  A complaint has been received about the muddy conditions of the paths in Green Wood. The paths are heavily used and have suffered during the snow and wet weather.  The chippings from the recent holly clearance work were not used as the contractor had had complaints from dogwalkers who said the holly was painful for dogs’ paws.  The situation will be monitored, and if necessary a working party will be arranged to remove mud back to the stone beneath and then lay chippings.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  A request has been made from a Jordan’s resident to donate a new bench for the cemetery to be placed on the opposite side of the oak tree to where a bench is already in situ.  This request was approved.  (Action – Clerk) Two quotes have now been received for spiking the recreation ground to improve drainage.  Cllr Anderson will prepare a report to recommend the type of spiking required (to be undertaken in March) and weed treatment after he has attended Berks and Bucks Football Association Groundsmen education evening in mid-February.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)   A request has been made by Seer Green United for smaller goals for the main pitch.  A quote was requested. (Action – Cllr Anderson)   A request was also made to use portable floodlights but this was not approved as concerns were raised about the effects on nearby residents.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)   
9.
Any Other Business: Trees (mostly blackthorn) have been cut back that bordered and overshadowed some of the allotments.  These will be chipped by lightweight equipment that will not damage the surface of the recreation ground.  A bid will be made to Bucks County Council’s Local Area Forum to grasscrete the damaged, muddy verge in Long Grove near the shops, and to extend the grasscrete along a small area opposite the Parish Church Hall.  Grasscrete is a reinforced concrete system with voids, which lets the grass grow through.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
Next Meeting – The Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th March 2013, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall in School Lane.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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