  MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2nd APRIL 2008 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm
 
Present:         Cllr P Clarke (Chairman), Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr N Rothwell,

Cllr T Wiener, Cllr D Matthews, Cllr J Forsaith and Cllr M Lawton. 

In attendance:    District Cllr Steve Patel and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).   

1.                  Open Session:  Cllr Patel continues to receive complaints about poor parking in Seer Green.  CDC has no powers of enforcement, as there are no yellow lines in the village.  The Police can restrict parking on the pavement.  
2.         Apologies for absence: Cllr A Nicholls, County Cllr Pam Bacon and PCSO John Webb 

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting was proposed by Cllr Lawton and seconded by Cllr Hughes. 

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
7 i. The Parish Council is searching for the original Green Meadow Byelaws document and will refer to the minute book and speak to previous Councillors.  (Action Cllr Clarke, Clerk)  
7 ii. The solicitor has finalised her review of the allotments agreements and the feedback will be incorporated into the current documents.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Hughes) 

7 iii. The toilets and water system at the Pavilion need refurbishing. Quotations will be sought.  (Action – Cllr Nicholls) 

Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda: Cllr Scourfield noted a significant improvement in Long Grove Woods.  The ramps and other debris had now been cleared.

A grant of £450 has now been received from County Cllr Pam Bacon’s Leadership Fund. The money will be put towards Birdmouth fencing (at a height of 18”) for the entranceway to the Cemetery.  The estimate for the fencing was approved at the meeting. (Action – Clerk) 
3.         Correspondence:  
Outgoing
17 Mar    Letter to Came & Company requesting an insurance quotation from Norwich Union.

26 Mar    Letter to Came & Company to ask to proceed with Insurance Premium.

Incoming

Mar         Anonymous letter complaining about the damage to the grass verge outside the house opposite No.9.  The verge will be reported to BCC.  (Action - Clerk)
4 Mar      Letter from SEC detailing the Street Lighting charges for 2008/09

5 Mar      Quotation from CH Grounds Maintenance for the annual grass cutting contract for the Recreation Ground and Green Meadow, which was approved. (Action – Clerk)
7 Mar      Letter from Bucks & Milton Keynes Fire Authority asking for review and input for their Integrated Risk Management Plan.

17 Mar    Letter from the Audit Commission confirming the appointment of Mazars LLP as external auditor for Seer Green Parish Council for the financial years 2007/08 to 2011/12.

27 Mar    Letter from Came and Company requesting signature for three-year agreement.

27 Mar    Letter from Wicksteed offering to undertake the annual Safety Inspection on the Green Meadow playground. (Action – Clerk to proceed) 
Chiltern District Council

4 Mar     Letter from Martin Holt, Head of Health and Housing clarifying CDC’s current position on Graffiti removal in the Chiltern District.

6 Mar     Letter detailing the revised guidance for the filling of casual parish/town council vacancies.

11 Mar   Letter expressing severe concerns (with the other three District Leaders in Bucks) over the Buckinghamshire Locality Strategy Consultation.  Enclosed is a copy of the letter from the District Councils to Cllr D Shakespeare, Leader of BCC detailing the reasons for their concerns.

14 Mar   Council Tax demand notice for the Pavilion.

Mar        Minutes from the following meetings:- Chiltern District Council, Cabinet, Community & Environment Overview Committee, Performance & Resources Overview, Planning Committee, Disability Focus Group, Audit Sub Committee, Housing and Planning Overview Committee.

Bucks CC

28 Feb   Bucks Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework: Minerals and Waste Core Strategy Document.  Preferred options consultation Report.

28 Feb   Letter from Cllr Pam Bacon asking for confirmation of the receipt and acceptance of the £450 awarded from the Leadership Fund. (Action – Clerk to confirm receipt)
6 Mar     BCC asking for support to identify BCC owned faulty streetlights, illuminated signs and bollards.

6 Mar     Mobile Library stopping places review 2008.

11 Mar   Bucks Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework: Minerals and Waste Core Strategy Document.  Preferred options consultation – extra dates added.

12 Mar   Parish Paths Partnership – End of Year returns request for 2007/2008.

14 Mar   Letter from Chris Schwier advising an increase of £3.25 million in the Transportation budget 2008/9.  The money will address issues identified by the Parish Council.

17 Mar   Invitation to County Councillor Forum Meeting on 8th May from 6.45pm in CS Peter. (Action – Cllr Clarke and Cllr Hughes)
Other 
6 Mar      Community Policing Awards 2008 - request for nominations.

14 Mar    Chiltern Community Partnership – minutes of Feb meeting.

10 Mar    Bucks & Milton Keynes Draft Rural Strategy 2008 – 2012  

4.         Finance  
Payments amounting to                          £7,823.09 were made  

Income                                                  £13,548.01    

            Closing bank balance as of 26th Mar  £62,677.08

A draft for the year-end accounts will be prepared for the next meeting. (Action - Cllr Scourfield)
The Parish Council changed their insurance company to Norwich Union who provided a more competitive and comprehensive policy.  Signing a 3-year agreement also offered further savings. 

5.                  Planning 
Approved                           
CH/2008/0109/FA            Corner Cottage, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH            

Replacement detached dwelling with attached triple garage 
CH/2008/0156/FA            Mead House, 2 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL     

Single storey rear extension 
CH/2008/0187/FA            Winkton & Hollyhurst, Wynnswick Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XW       

Two storey rear extension to both dwellings and alterations to existing detached garage at Winkton incorporating eplacement roof 

Refused   
CH/2008/0031/FA            10 Seer Mead, Seer Green, Beaconsfield HP9 2QL   

Two storey front/side/rear extension, single storey side extension, rear conservatory, 1 dormer window to the rear elevation to facilitate a loft conversion. 

A resident had raised concerns to the Parish Council over development of farmland in Newbarn Lane.  The land had been subject to a recent planning application refusal but two stable blocks had been erected in the past week.  CDC’s Planning Enforcement Team will investigate this development and report back to the Parish Council.

 6.         PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS
i.                    Pavilion Car Park:  The resurfacing of the car park will start on 7th April during the Easter school holidays and will last two weeks.  The Health and Safety report has now been received from SSC.  The foul-water drain near the Recycling Centre has a broken frame.  SSC agreed to replace it.  (Action - Cllr Lawton)
Cllr Forsaith had prepared a document for Contractors to sign which covers Health and Safety information/co-operation.  The document will be forwarded to SSC for them to sign and return when the project commences.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Lawton, Cllr Scourfield)
The Parish Council has now completed their final checks for the project and has given their approval for the resurfacing to go ahead.  Monitoring by Parish Councillors and the independent engineering company JNP Group will continue throughout the duration of the work. 

ii.                  Best kept village
The judging of the Best Kept Village competition will be held in May and June.  A list of work required around the village was reviewed at the meeting and the following actions were agreed:-

·       A Spring Clear-Up day will be held on Sat 26th April.  Councillors and residents will help to tidy and improve the village. (Action - All Councillors)
·       A notice will be placed on all notice boards advertising the Spring Clear-Up day. (Action - Clerk)
·       A letter will be sent to Jubilee Hall Management Committee, the Scout Group and the Churches asking them to prepare for the competition. (Action - Clerk)
·       The Bus Stop by the former Princess Marina Centre needs some work.  It will be included in the Spring Clear-Up day but the developers of the nearby site will be asked if they will repair the bus stop.  (Action - Clerk)
·       A list of highways work has been sent to BCC.

·       A list of work required around the village amenities will be send to Mr Cook. (Action - Clerk)
·       An updated list of work will be circulated to all Councillors.  (Action - Clerk)
 7.         UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i.                    RISK ASSESSMENT:  The Parish Council reviewed the Risk Assessment document for the area covered by the Environment Working Group.   The Risk Assessment document version 4.00 will be updated and re-circulated.  (Action – Cllr Rothwell)  An updated list of approved Arboriculturists will be obtained from CDC.  (Action - Clerk) A risk assessment for the trees in Green Wood will be requested.  (Action - Cllr Hughes)
ii.                  Environment:  Some of the old goal posts are still at the Recreation Ground.  BALC will be asked to see if they can recommend a company to remove the posts.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Hughes)  The final claim for the Parish Paths P3 work for 2007/8 was sent to BCC. The estimate for work for 2008/9 is being finalised.  (Action - Cllr Hughes)
iii.                Properties:  Cllr Forsaith is completing assessments of risk for all of the areas covered by the Properties Working Group.  (Action - Cllr Forsaith)
iv.               COMMUNITY LIAISON:  The next NAG meeting will be held in a fortnight.

8.         Any Other Business:  

Cllr Hughes attended the Biodiversity Workshop on behalf of the Parish Council and will report back once she has reviewed all of the documentation.  (Action - Cllr Hughes)
Concerns were raised over whether Seer Green is still receiving the Chiltern Chronicle.  (Action – Clerk to investigate)  CCTV for the Recreation Ground will be investigated.  (Action – Cllr Rothwell)  Funding for energy conservation for 100 communities has been announced and the opportunities for Seer Green will be investigated.  (Action - Cllr Forsaith)
BCC has consulted the Parish Council on the Bucks Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework: Minerals and Waste Core Strategy Document.  Parish Councillors have attended both the BCC meeting and the BRAINS Meeting.  Further assurances from BCC are still required.  (Action – Cllr Clarke)
 Next Meeting – The Parish Council AGM will be held at 7.15 followed by the Parish Council Meeting at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 7th May 2008, in the Parish Church Hall.  

