SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2nd JULY 2008 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr P Clarke (Chairman), Cllr C Hughes, Cllr N Rothwell, Cllr T Wiener, Cllr A Nicholls and Cllr D Matthews. 

In attendance: 
County Cllr Pam Bacon, District Cllr Steve Patel, PCSO John Webb, PCSO Mark O’Neill and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

Open Session:  PCSO John Webb reported that Green Meadow was being monitored for drinking.  PCSO Webb also stated that PC McVeigh had received his training on traffic radar equipment and there would now be more speed enforcement checks in the village.

County Councillor Pam Bacon reported that the Area 10 Speed Review, which covers Seer Green, is due for implementation in Spring 2009.  The Parish Council submission was sent over three years ago and it will be checked to ensure it meets the current village requirements.  (Action - Cllr Clarke and Cllr Matthews)

District Cllr Steve Patel came to report that he received a number of complaints from residents in Hearnes Meadow about inconsiderate parking, which is damaging the green and grass verges.  The Parish Council will write to all residents to ask them to park on the highway.  (Action - Cllr Clarke and Clerk)  Concerns were still being raised about the garage having untaxed vehicles on the road.  However this may be allowed if the vehicles are ‘in-trade’.  Cllr Patel also raised concern about the stable developments on the land in Newbarn Lane, CDC Planning Department’s Enforcement Officer is now investigating this.  Cllr Patel is continuing to encourage bicycle use in the village and is investigating with BCC the installation of bicycle lanes.

2.
Apologies for absence: Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith and Cllr M Lawton.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting was proposed by Cllr Matthews and seconded by Cllr Rothwell.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  

7 i. The Parish Council is searching for the original Green Meadow Byelaws document and a thorough search of all filing will be made over the summer.  (Action - Cllr Hughes, Clerk)  
7 i. A risk assessment for the trees in Green Wood will be chased.  (Action - Cllr Hughes)
7 ii. The Parish Council is finalising the allotment agreements and a draft will be prepared for the next meeting.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Hughes) 

8. CCTV for the Recreation Ground will be investigated.  (Action – Cllr Rothwell)  

8. Funding for energy conservation for 100 communities has been announced and the opportunities for Seer Green will be investigated.  (Action - Cllr Forsaith)

Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda: Nothing to report.
3.
Correspondence:  

Outgoing

16 June
Letter to Oakwood Nursery Schools increasing the rent at the Pavilion for the Chiltern Montessori.

16 June
Email to BALC providing SGPC input on the BCC Locality Strategy consultation.

22 June
Letter to Chalfont Road resident about dumping of their domestic waste at the Recreation Ground.

Incoming

10 June
Came and Company Insurance Schedule and policy documents from Norwich Union.

26 June
Letter from Orchard Road resident enclosing a copy of a letter to District Councillor Steve Patel about property development and ‘land grabbing’ in Orchard Road.  A response will be sent to acknowledge receipt.  (Action - Cllr Clarke and Clerk) 
Chiltern District Council

June
Chiltern Chronicle

June
CDC Key Objectives booklet 2008 – 2010.

17 June
Consultation on proposed changes to airspace: Terminal Control North and concerns about over flying the Chiltern Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

26 June
Letter from CDC Planning Dept. about the alleged breach of planning control in land at Newbarn Lane.

26 June
Letter from CDC Planning Dept. about the alleged breach of planning control by the erection of a timber structure at Oldefields Equestrian Centre, Chalfont Road.

27 June
Local Development Framework consultation on strategic options paper June 2008 for the council’s core strategy. Feedback is required by11th August.  (Action – Cllr Clarke and Cllr Rothwell)

June
Minutes from the following meetings:- Council, Cabinet, Planning Committee, Performance and Resources Overview, Homelessness, Standards and the Community and Environmental Overview.

Bucks CC

9 June
Information to raise awareness about a summer Drink Drive campaign.

10 June
Bucks Minerals and Waste local development framework: Adopted Statement of Community Involvement.

19 June 
Report to fell the dead tree at the junction of Manor Road and Chalfont Road.

20 June
Details of the changes to the Waste Permit Scheme – 1st July 2008.

Other 

15 May
Review of sub-regional allocation of primary land-won aggregates in the south east.

4 June
Information about Theatre in the villages.

June
Information about the Bucks County Show on Thurs 28th August.

5 June
Minutes of the Chiltern Community Partnership meeting.

9 June
Thames Valley Police Authority - Have Your Say! Invitation to a consultation about crime and community safety issues.

11 June
Thames Valley Police Open Day on Sat 9 August at the Police Museum in Sulhamstead.

11 June
Thames Valley Police Special Constabulary and Volunteer Support Team request for help.

11 June
Bucks NHS PCT – Consultation on Bucks Joint Commissioning Strategy for Older people.

12 June
Bucks Community Action information on Post Office Closure Programme.

17 June
Bucks NHS PCT Consultation on Bucks Joint Commissioning Strategy for Physical & Sensory.

June
The South East Regional Sustainability Framework – Towards a better quality of life.
4.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             
     £6,869.29 were made  

Income 


                    £615.69



Closing bank balance as of 23rd June  £40,049.58

Cllr Nicholls had obtained a quotation to replace the Pavilion water tower and two water tanks with mains water system and two un-vented hot water vessels at a cost of £4165.00 plus vat.  The Council considered this quite an expensive option and asked Cllr Nicholls to seek the lowest cost solution for comparison, to make use of existing facilities (e.g. hot water tank) as far as possible. (Action – Cllr Nicholls)  The Council noted that two further detailed quotations will be required before an eventual decision.  Funding opportunities to replace the shower area. will also need to be explored.

i. Planning

Approved

CH/2008/0749/FA
38 Farmers Way, Seer Green, HP9 2YX


Rear Conservatory

CH/2008/0649/FA
Clear Croft, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Extensions and new roof to the existing detached garage providing first floor accommodation

 
 
 
 

Refused

CH/2008/0685/FA
10 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL


Two storey front/side/rear extension, single storey side extension, rear conservatory, 1 dormer window to the rear elevation to facilitate a loft conversion, new vehicular access to serve new parking area

CH/2008/0792/FA
46 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XU


Part two storey, part first floor side/rear extension and first floor side extension

The following three applications are being investigated by CDC Planning Department’s Enforcement team:-

CH/2006/1415/FA
Garden Cottage, Ponds House, Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


Replacement of existing dwelling with new dwelling served by existing access.

CH/2007/1561
Land At Newbarn Lane, Seer Green


Erection of a 4 box stable block with rug room, equipment store, tack room and feed room, alterations to the existing access and provision of a gravel track and parking/turning area.

CH/2003/1649
Oldefields Livery Stables, Chalfont Road, Seer Green


Retrospective application for mobile home. CDC refusal upheld by Planning Inspectorate.

6.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE: Cllr Tony Wiener has researched web-hosting companies that could offer an easy to maintain solution for the Parish Council.  The preferred solution by Vision Websites will be investigated further. Costs will also be sought for the website domain registration.  (Action – Cllr Wiener) The Clerk will prepare a list of pages for the website and will be trained to maintain it.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Wiener)  Demographic information on Seer Green will be requested from BCC.  (Action – Cllr Wiener)
7.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. Environment: An underground cable has been exposed by the footway to the Jubilee Hall and is a tripping hazard.  As this is not Parish Council property the School and Jubilee Hall Management Committee will be contacted.  (Action – Cllr Clarke)  Arriva have still not responded to the letter requesting compensation for the damage done by their buses, which drove and damaged the grass verges on the Chalfont Road during recent flooding.  An invoice will be sent.  (Action – Clerk)  The BCC Community Gang will be back to Seer Green during August, any items for repair must be sent to the Clerk by the end of July.  (Action – All Councillors) 
· Review charging schedule for sports teams using the Recreation Ground   The Parish Council agreed the following charges.  Cricket Fixtures £35 per game, Adult Football £25 per match, Youth Football (up to age 16) £15 per match.  The clubs will be informed.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. Properties:  The Parish Council had received a request from a former Parish Councillor to bury her husband (also a former Seer Green Parish Councillor) in the Cemetery.  They had lived in the village for 27 years but had recently moved outside Seer Green.  The request was unanimously approved.  (Action – Clerk)
· Review Cemetery charges  The Parish Council agreed to increase the cost of a double burial plot from £210 to £250.  All other charges will be increased by £10 apart from costs relating to children, which will remain the same.  The new rates will begin in August 2008.  (Action – Clerk) 
ii. COMMUNITY LIAISON: The next NAG meeting will be on 22nd July.
8. Any Other Business:  The Parish Council received an invitation from the Rural Housing Trust to view their latest affordable housing scheme in Chalfont St Giles.
Cllr Matthews gave his apologies for the next two meetings.
Clerk Holiday Cover:  It was agreed that Cllr Matthews would cover the phones and Cemetery until 20th August and then Cllr Hughes will take on the responsibility for the Cemetery.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Matthews & Cllr Hughes)
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 3rd September 2008, in the Parish Church Hall.  







3

