SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 2008 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr J Forsaith (Chairing meeting), Cllr C Hughes, Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr N Rothwell, Cllr A Nicholls and Cllr M Lawton. 

In attendance: 
District Cllr Steve Patel, PCSO John Webb and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

Open Session:  PCSO John Webb was pleased to report that it had been a reasonably crime free summer in Seer Green.  One of the very few incidents was vandalism at the Pavilion on the Recreation Ground, which had a window smashed by an individual on Friday 29th August.  The Parish Council had paid for a traffic survey and PCSO Webb informed the Council that the traffic counter strips would be installed by the end of October.  The results of the survey will help identify the positions for future traffic calming measures.

2.
Apologies for absence: Cllr P Clarke, Cllr T Wiener and Cllr D Matthews.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting was proposed by Cllr Hughes and seconded by Cllr Rothwell.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  

6 i.  The Parish Council website is now up and running.  A unanimous vote of thanks was recorded for Cllr Wiener who researched and built the website, which can be found at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.  The website will now be passed onto the Clerk for ongoing updates and maintenance.  (Action - Cllr Wiener, Clerk)
7 i. The Parish Council is searching for the original Green Meadow Byelaws document.  (Action - Cllr Hughes, Clerk)  
7 i. A risk assessment for the trees in Green Wood will be chased.  (Action - Cllr Hughes)
7 ii. The Parish Council is finalising the allotment agreement.  A clause on bonfires will be drafted for the next meeting.  (Action – Cllr Nicholls) 

8. CCTV for the Recreation Ground will be investigated.  (Action – Cllr Rothwell)  

Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda: Nothing to report.
3.
Correspondence:  

Outgoing

15 July
Letter to all Hearnes Meadow residents requesting that they refrain from parking on the grass.  Cllr Hughes and District Cllr S Patel will inspect the ongoing problem of parking in Hearnes Meadow and will report back at the next meeting.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
16 July
Response to resident in Orchard Road over concerns about land grabbing.

17 July
Letter and invoice for repairs to Mr Drury at Arriva expressing disappointment at the lack of response from Arriva following the flooding incident and subsequent damage to the verges on the Chalfont Road caused by their buses in January.

Incoming

30 June
The Chilterns Conservation Board enclosing the Chilterns AONB Management Plan 2008 – 2013 Consultation Draft. The Parish Council needs to reply by 22nd Sept.  (Action: Cllr Rothwell, Cllr Hughes)
21 July
Letter from Holy Trinity Church PCC explaining their disappointment at having the grant application turned down for the Parish Church Hall.  Their insurers have advised that their public liability insurance will not cover hirers’ activities when they use the hall more than three times a year so they have requested written confirmation that the Parish Council have their own insurance to cover the meetings.  (Action – Clerk)
25 July
Letter from Hearnes Meadow resident explaining the difficulties of parking in the road for those without drives or garages.

29 July
Copy of email from District Cllr S Patel requesting that planning application CH/2008/1002 – Demolition of Squirrels Leap, Bottom Lane is called into a full Planning Committee. 

July
Letter from Southern Electric advising that prices will increase from August.

July
Advice from HM Revenue & Customs that tax codes are going to change in September following the Chancellor’s announcement of an increase in the 2008/9 Personal Allowance.

11 Aug
BALC Best Kept Village Competition 2008 – Judging results.

1 Aug
Bucks Hospitals NHS Trust, Consultation document on their application to become an NHS Foundation Trust.

19 Aug
Age Concern for Bucks asking for a donation towards its Befriending Service.  A letter will be sent to explain that the Parish Council is not providing external funding at this time. (Action Clerk)
20 Aug
Air Ambulance charity asking for financial support. A letter will be sent to explain that the Parish Council is not providing external funding at this time. (Action Clerk)
22 Aug
Chiltern Citizens Advice Bureau asking for financial support.  Also enclosed is an invitation to their AGM on Tues 30th Sept in Chesham and their Annual Report and Accounts. A letter will be sent to explain that the Parish Council is not providing external funding at this time. (Action Clerk)
2 Sep
Papers for Chiltern Community Partnership – next meeting 11 Sept.
Chiltern District Council

31 Jul
Copy of letter to BT from Gill Gowing about removal of Payphones, including the request to remove the frequently vandalised phone box in Seer Green which is outside Perkin Elmer.

July
Letter from Carol Castle, Head of Planning, requesting information on previously developed land, which has been vacant or derelict for more than 5 years for National Indicator 170.

July
Minutes from the following meetings:- Chiltern District Council, Cabinet, Planning Committee, Licensing and Regulation, Standards, Taxi and Private Hire Licensing, Homelessness, Standards and the Community, Performance and Resources Overview, Appointments Sub-Committee and Environmental Overview. 

4 Aug
Offer of visits by Cllr Warder and Members of the Cabinet to Parish Council Meetings.

4 Aug
Traffic Regulation Orders for Special Events.

19 Aug
Revised Emergency Plan – Amendment No.5.

29 Aug
Planning Committee Meeting on 11 Sept to consider application CH/2008/0933/FA, Land at Newbarn Lane.

28 Aug
Campaign to encourage people to vote.

Bucks CC

16 July
Response about the recent Bucks Locality Strategy Consultation enclosing a number of recommendations agreed at their meeting on 10th July.  The letter also stated that the County Council’s new arrangements are intended to give parishes more say, more influence and decision making.

July
Papers for the July Chiltern Local Committee meeting.

31 Jul
The New Deal for Buckinghamshire: A model for the working relationship between BCC and District Councils with Town and Parish Councils. 

1 Aug
Update on the BCC Energy from Waste Initiative

5 Aug
The Chalfonts Area Newsletter

Aug
Young Peoples Activities booklet

7 Aug
Invitation to a Speed Limit Review: Area 10 Area Briefing. Meeting to be held on Mon 15th Sept at 4.30 – 6.30pm in Chalfont St Peter Community Centre or 22nd Sept in Aylesbury.   

12 Aug
Mobile Library Stopping Places Review 2008

Other 

July
BALC results for 2008 Best Kept Village in Bucks.  Weston Turville won the DeFraine Cup.

July
IOG Saltex 2008 Play Equipment event at Windsor Racecourse on 2nd – 4th Sept.

July
Issue 1 of the Rural Housing Trust Round-Up

14 Jul
Centrewire advising that because of the huge increases in steel prices from Aug all steel products in the Feb 08 catalogue will increase by 6.5%.

Aug
A clear vision for the South East, update on the South East Plan.
4.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             
     £5,906.76 were made  

Income 


                    £700.00



Closing bank balance as of 25th July    £31,591.76

The completed External Audit had been signed and returned by Mazars the External Auditor.  The notice to inspect the audited accounts for the year ending 31 March 2008 will be placed on the notice board.  (Action Clerk)

The Parish Council had received two quotations to replace the damaged metal door on the shed at the rear of the Pavilion.  The Council approved the lower quote of £1124.00 plus Vat to install a steel door. (Action – Clerk)
i. Planning

Approved

CH/2008/0906/FA
Ravenhill, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH


Variation to Condition 3 of planning permission CH/1999/1279/FA to allow insertion of two ground floor windows in south eastern elevation

CH/2008/0833/FA
Hedgerow House, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Single storey rear extension

CH/2008/0866/FA
Palfreys, 51 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XH


Single storey rear extension

CH/2008/0868/FA
Hedgerow House, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH 


Two storey side extension, part two storey, part single storey front extension and single storey front/side extension

 CH/2008/1002/FA
Squirrels Leap, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Demolition of existing house and erection of two new dwellings each with detached garage, closure of existing access and construction of new access to Bottom Lane.

CH/2008/1136/FA
Sweetbriar, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH


Dormer window in north west elevation and a single storey infill extension between the existing dwelling and garage


 
 

Refused 

CH/2008/0903/EU
Bryndale, Rawlings Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2RQ


Application for certificate of lawfulness for an existing activity relating to the occupation of the dwelling without complying with equestrian/agricultural occupancy conditions Nos. 8 and 9 imposed on planning permission AM/22/74

CH/2008/1135/FA
Birchland House, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QJ


Two storey front extension to existing garage block, incorporating balcony and roof alterations to rear to create second floor accommodation in roof incorporating inverted dormer window and roof terrace.

6.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. CHILTERN DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK CORE STRATEGY OPTIONS: The strategy sets out alternative scenarios, up to 2026, covering a number of issues including: siting of at least 145 new dwellings per annum in the Chiltern District, plus associated infrastructure; provision of affordable housing; sustainable development; sustaining local economies; conserving the built and rural environment; demographic change, particularly an increasingly elderly population; and access to facilities. 

The Parish Council had to respond by 11th August 2008 and ranked the four options available in the following order:-

Option 3 targeted expansion of Amersham, Chesham and Chalfont St Peter 
Similar to Option 2 below, but including Chalfont St Peter since in combination with Gerrards Cross it creates a large urban area with good level of facilities.

Option 2 targeted expansion of Amersham and Chesham 
Concentrates development in the Districts two most accessible settlements. 

Option 4 dispersed pattern 
This would involve a combination of development within and on the edge of towns and villages throughout the District. 

Option 1 Urban concentration 
Essentially continuing with current policies building within urban areas served by good transportation routes and services and local community facilities. 

Whilst none of these options are ideal, our priorities are driven by a shifting village housing stock and community towards increasing numbers of larger expensive properties and a commuting population. Thus our priorities include a need for affordable lower cost and smaller housing units to enable a broader demographic in the community, plus retention and extension of village amenities and services, improved infrastructure (particularly rural bus services and access to health, social care, shopping and sports facilities), whilst maintaining the facets of rural village life that have attracted people to the community (sense of community, tranquillity, preservation and conservation of the green and open environment).  The consultation document is available at www.chiltern.gov.uk/planning/ldf/strategicoptions
7.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. Environment: Both Green Wood and Green Meadow continue to be inspected and appear to be in good order.  The Bucks, Berks, Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) have commissioned a survey of Long Grove Wood and have identified seventeen trees that need removing, reducing or felling.  The details of this work can be found on the Chiltern District Council website under planning application CH/2008/1389/TP.
A meeting will be arranged with CDC about the Recycling Centre at Park Place to consider altering the position of the large Paper and Plastic/Can bins as they are often put back incorrectly and hinder access to the shed behind.  It was requested that the large litter bin be repositioned nearer the Recreation Ground in an effort to stop the frequent fly tipping.  (Action – Clerk)

Cllr Nicholls reported that several parents from the school had remarked how pleased they were with the new footpath on School Lane.

Karoline Lamb from Chalfont St Giles Parish Council is seeking funding towards a cycle lane for Narcot Lane to the Community College.  The project will cost £300,000. Although Seer Green Parish Council support the idea of the cycle lane they can offer no financial support.

ii. Properties:  The Parochial Church Council plan to start work on the Parish Church Hall in May 2009 and it will be closed until September 2009.
iii. COMMUNITY LIAISON: The recent flooding had yet again caused drivers to drive on and damage the verge along the Chalfont Road.  BCC will be chased for the installation of bollards to prevent this.  (Action – Clerk).  Articles are now due for the next Newsletter. The following articles were previously agreed:- Car Park Resurfacing (Action – Cllr Clarke) New Cemetery fencing, Best Kept Village Competition results, new Cherry Trees in Jubilee Walk (Action – Clerk) Speedwatch, traffic survey and fly tipping (Action – Cllr Matthews) Parish Council Website (Action – Cllr Wiener) the Jubilee Walk around the village (Action – Cllr Forsaith) an article on Seer Green United will also be included and District Councillor Patel will be invited to enclose a leaflet about the proposal to form a Sports and Social Committee for Seer Green. (Action – Clerk)

Any Other Business:  Speeding through the village continues to be a top concern of the Parish Council who are becoming increasingly frustrated with the slow progress on this matter by external organisations.  The Council agreed to put more pressure on all the organisations involved. (Action – All Councillors)

Cllr Forsaith proposed the collaboration of a series of articles entitled ‘Your Village’ which could be published on paper or on the website.  The following articles were agreed:- Village History (Action – Cllr Forsaith), Green Wood (Action – Cllr Hughes), Village Walks (Action – Cllr Scourfield) and Allotments (Action – Cllr Nicholls).
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 1st
October 2008, in the Parish Church Hall.  
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