SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2010 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr P Clarke (Chair), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr Hughes, Cllr B Kane and Cllr Lawton.
In attendance: 
District Councillor Steve Patel and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. Open Session:  District Councillor Steve Patel came to update the Council on the investigation to introduce BT superfast broadband to the village. There is still considerable work to do to understand the cost implications for the project.
Mr Paul Gosling, a Trustee of the Chiltern Citizen Advice Bureau, came to discuss and present details of how CAB are advising and supporting 4% of residents in Seer Green with primarily issues with debt, benefits, employment and relationships. He explained that over the past year they have received over 20,000 contacts from residents in the Chiltern District which is an increase of 11% on the previous year, which they expect to keep rising.  Mr Gosling asked the Parish Council for help in supporting their activities by increasing awareness of their services and for support with their application to the Chalfont’s Local Area Forum for funding.  The Chairman thanked Mr Gosling for his informative and detailed presentation.
2. 
Apologies for absence: Cllr N Rothwell, Cllr M Webb and PC Gavin McVeigh.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Scourfield.
3.
Declaration of Interest:  There were no declarations of interest.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Council contacted Jordans Village Tennis Club to discuss the possibility of facilities at the Recreation Ground. Discussions are ongoing. (Action – Cllr Clarke)
· Cllr Forsaith has photographed the gravestones that are leaning over in the Cemetery.  The stones are secure but several need straightening.  A local memorial mason will be contacted for a quote to straighten these stones.  (Action – Clerk)
· The majority of footpaths under the Parish Paths survey have now been inspected, documented and reports returned to BCC Rights of Way department.  The remaining paths will be surveyed as soon as possible.  (Action – Cllr Clarke) 
· Cllr Forsaith asked Councillors for a statement on what is important to them in the village that they wish to protect from development.  The statements will be included in the Parish Plan and the document will be sent Carol Nutkins at Community Impact Bucks for constructive feedback.  (Action – All Councillors)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to report.
4.
Correspondence:  The Local Government Boundary Commission sent details for the Electoral Review of Bucks and specifically about required levels of County Councillors.  The document will be reviewed and comments returned online.  (Action – Cllr Clarke and Cllr Scourfield)
Chiltern District Council sent a copy of their Core Strategy Publication document.  It will be reviewed for its impact on Seer Green.  (Action - Cllr Forsaith)

5.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             

     £3,276.63 were made  

Income                  
   


            £0.00

Closing balances  

                           £64,810.19
Concerns were raised about the increased cost of the summer quarter water bill.  The details on usage will be checked against previous years.  Both the Allotments and Scouts will be contacted to ensure that there are no leaks or water issues.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith and Clerk)
Review of the half-year accounts, proposals for the 2011/12 draft budget

The half-year accounts (prepared on a cash basis) were reviewed in detail and a draft of the 2011/2012 budget was circulated and discussed.  The Treasurer explained the accounts, reserve and surplus balances.  All final comments to be sent to Cllr Scourfield before the next meeting when the budget will be approved and the precept will be agreed.  (Action – All Councillors)  The Chilterns Montessori is due a rent review.  Due to increased energy costs for running the Pavilion, as well as the ongoing investment in improvements to the facilities, it was agreed to increase their rental by 10% with effect from 1st January 2011.  (Action – Clerk)
6.
Planning

Notices of new Planning Applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2010/1371/FA
Pantyles, 29 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ


Part two storey, part single storey extensions and roof extension to create two storey dwelling and creation of additional hard standing. 


CH/2010/1372/FA
Pantyles, 29 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ


Part two storey, part single storey extensions and roof extension to create two storey dwelling and creation of additional hard standing. 


CH/2010/1379/FA
Evergreen, Newbarn Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QZ


Single storey side/rear extension, rear first floor/roof extension and alterations to existing fenestration.


CH/2010/1398/FA
7 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL


Part two storey, part first floor side extension.


Parish Council commented on the potential loss of daylight for neighbour.

CH/2010/1384/FA
Garden Cottage, 1 Princess Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2GN


Erection of field store.


CH/2010/1394/FA
14 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YW 


Installation of 10 raised photovoltaic panels to flat roof over single storey side/rear projection.


CH/2010/1412/FA
Wattsville, 6 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ


Single storey side/rear link extension and conversion of existing detached garage to form residential annexe and the laying of hard standing to the front of the existing dwelling.


Parish Council requested occupancy condition.

CH/2010/1428/FA
Weavers, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2RH


Replacement front extension.


CH/2010/1446/FA
Salcombe, 24 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP


Alterations to existing front porch and alterations to fenestration within south eastern elevation of dwelling.


CH/2010/1445/SA
2 Cherrywood Close, Seer Green, HP9 2XY 


Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to the erection of a single storey rear extension.

Refused

CH/2010/1373/FA
Pantyles, 29 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ


Part two storey, part first floor front/side/rear extension to create a two storey dwelling, single storey side extensions, front porch canopy and laying of hard standing.

CH/2010/1388/FA
Weavers, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2RH


Alterations to fenestration in the front and rear elevations and the conversion of the existing outbuilding to ancillary residential accommodation.

CH/2010/1327/FA 
5 Hearnes Close, Seer Green, HP9 2QT 


Rear dormer window and insertion of three roof lights within front roof slope.

CH/2010/1335/FA
Jasmin, 33 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XL


Part two storey, part single storey rear extension, insertion of rooflight in front elevation and insertion of rear door.  Amended plans received.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. COMMUNITY LEADERS FUND: It was agreed to submit a request to County Cllrs Martin Tett and Tim Butcher for a salt bin to be positioned by the steep hill on Orchard Road near Gurnells Road and an extra bench for the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Cllr Clarke) Cllr Forsaith volunteered to refurbish the two notice boards, which are located outside the shops and Jubilee Hall, so that the surface is more user friendly.  (Action - Cllr Forsaith)
ii. EMERGENCY PLAN: A draft plan for Seer Green Parish Council has been prepared and will be sent to the BCC Resilience Manager at Bucks CC for comment.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
iii. LOCAL AREA FORUM: The Chalfonts’ Local Area Forum, which was held on 20th October, updated the local Parish Councils on issues such as winter gritting and Adult Social Care Services.  The Vehicle Activated Sign is due to be installed in November and the location will be checked with BCC Transport Services.  (Action – Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. ENVIRONMENT:  Bucks, Berks and Oxon Wildlife Trust held a very successful day in Green Wood.  A local BBOWT volunteer in Gurnells Road has been monitoring Long Grove Wood and will be asked to keep the Parish Council informed of any issues.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
ii. PROPERTIES: Nothing to report.
iii. COMMUNITY LIAISON: The Newsletters and questionnaires were distributed to the Councillors for delivery over the next two weeks.
9.
report of the jubilee hall management sub-committee:  Cllr Forsaith updated the council on matters relating to the Jubilee Hall including the installation of new signs and a fire alarm system.  The Jubilee Hall accounts for 2009/2010 have been prepared by Cllr Scourfield.  The Charities Commission website has been updated to say that the Parish Council is now sole trustee for the hall.  A meeting will be held on 25th Nov with BCC to agree the transfer of the lease and the new management agreement.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Scourfield)
10.
Any Other Business:   Cllr Lawton has now received three new play equipment schemes and detailed quotations.  A request for funding will now be submitted to Veolia Environmental Trust.  (Action – Cllr Lawton, Clerk)  Cllr Lawton will shortly be moving out of the village but will stay on the council until the next election in May 2011.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st December 2010, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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