SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4th JANUARY 2012 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Acting Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes and Cllr N Rothwell. 
In attendance: 
Mrs L Ferrar, Mr I Hawes, Mrs K Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  Mrs Ferrar came to introduce herself to the Council as she may be interested in becoming a Councillor.


   
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr B Kane, Cllr M Thomas and Cllr A Anderson.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Scourfield.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Following research into a recent petition in Fulmer, which resulted in the village introducing some traffic calming measures, Cllr Thomas had prepared a report entitled ‘Let’s keep Seer Green safe’.  Cllr Thomas recommended that ‘Kill your speed’ signs were needed to remind motorists to slow down.  Contact will be made with PC McVeigh to discuss this matter further.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  
· The Seer Green Parish Council Emergency Plan was favourably approved by the Resilience Officer at Bucks County Council and will now be updated with contact numbers and circulated to Councillors.  (Action – Clerk) 
· Following the Chiltern Woodlands Project report on Green Wood, the subsequent planning application CH/2011/1678/TP (to remove a number of holly trees and some clumps of hazel marked with orange paint spots), has now been approved.  The work will be started on 23rd January 2012.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  
· The Nurse Bott Trustees have just provided a bench for Jordans Village Green which has been so well received that they would like to offer a similar bench as a resting spot for residents in Seer Green.  It was agreed that the best position would be by the Bus Stop next to Holy Trinity’s churchyard.  As this pavement is part of the highway, permission will be sought from Bucks County Council. A meeting will be arranged with the BCC Highways Technician. (Action – Clerk) 
· It was agreed to apply through the Woodland Trust for 420 free trees to be planted in Green Meadow, Green Wood (in the strip of land between the Cemetery fence and Seer Mead rear gardens) and at the Recreation Ground to commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. (Action – Clerk) 
· Following concerns about the condition of the Recreation Ground, as some of the football pitch areas are getting churned up, it was agreed that Seer Green United train at an alternative location in January and the area will be inspected again at the end of the month.  (Action – Clerk)  
· A boot scraper was requested for the Recreation Ground. (Action – Clerk)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  See item under main Agenda.  
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  No declarations of interest were made.
4. Correspondence
A letter was sent to Chiltern District Council Planning Enforcement about the unauthorised construction of stable blocks on OS Parcel 1435 on the South East side of Chalfont Road near the junction with Park Place.

5. Finance  

Payments amounting to             

      £4,154.22 were made  

Income 




         £180.00

Closing balances

                           £61,937.56
A letter requesting the precept for 2012/13 of £41,500, (the same as the previous year) was sent to CDC.   
A cheque was received from Seer Green Sports Committee towards the refurbishment of the Green Meadow Playground.  A thank you letter will be sent to the Chairman Mr S Patel.  (Action – Clerk)
Long Term Plan: The Long Term Plan was discussed and approved.  It was also agreed that the Parish Council would apply for a £500 grant, for the proposed War Memorial, from County Cllr T Butcher from his Community Leaders Fund.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)    
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2011/1705/FA
10 Raeside Close, Seer Green, HP9 2UB


Single storey rear extension, conversion of existing garage to residential accommodation and fenestration alterations.

CH/2011/1633/TP
Woodlands and Edelweiss, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green


Pollarding of an oak tree and reduction of overhanging branches of six beech trees all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.
CH/2011/1640/TP
Laneside House, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH    


Coppicing of a beech tree, removal of a stem from an oak and a beech, crown reduction of an oak and a beech, and removal of various branches from three oaks, an ash, a field maple, a whitebeam and a beech – all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.
CH/2011/1678/TP
Woodland at Green Wood , School Lane, Seer Green


Removal of a number of holly trees and some clumps of hazel marked with orange paint spots close to the footpaths within the wood - all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.
Refused

CH/2011/1621/FA

1 Princess Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2GN


Detached storage building
7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. risk assessment:  It was agreed that the following would review areas in the Risk Assessment document.  Sections 1,2 & 3 by Cllr Scourfield, sections 4, 5 & 12 by Cllr Hughes, sections 6, 7, 8, 9, & 15 by Cllr Forsaith, 13, 14 and other risks relevant to Seer Green Parish for which SGPC is not accountable by Cllr Rothwell,  and section 10 by the Clerk.  The document will be updated at the February meeting.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Hughes, Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Rothwell, Clerk)
ii. NEW COUNCILLORS: Several residents had expressed interest in becoming a Councillor.  Contact will be made with each individual to confirm whether they wish to stand for the position. (Action – Clerk)  The development of youth engagement with Parish Councils in Bucks was discussed whereby a placement would be available for individual young people who can be paired with a Parish Councillor as a mentor. The young person would gain an insight and experience of how democracy works, as well as having the opportunity to contribute their inputs on relevant issues, as required.  For the Parish Council this would create a format whereby they can engage effectively with young people and gain youth input on decisions. This youth engagement could act as a potential feeder for young people running as candidates for the Parish Council when they are older.  An article will be prepared for the next Newsletter.  (Action – Cllr Rothwell)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The project to provide the hall with new toilets will be managed by BCC and will start on 13th February 2012.  The Jubilee Hall Committee had agreed to contribute £3,000 towards the improvements to the adult toilet areas.
 
ii. ENVIRONMENT:    Bucks County Council and the Parish Council have agreed to jointly fund a new Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) on Chalfont Road.  It was suggested that it could be situated at the end of Hearnes Meadow, a meeting will be arranged with the BCC Highways Technician to agree the final location. (Action – Cllr Rothwell, Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Hughes, Clerk) Concerns were raised as to whether the existing VAS in School Lane was working properly.  BCC will be asked to have it checked.  (Action – Clerk)  During the recent storms a number of trees had fallen along Footpath 16 blocking the path.  It is believed that the trees are the property of the owner of Manor Farm.  BCC Rights of Way have inspected the trees and are writing to the owner of Manor Farm to have them removed within 14 days.  Concerns about some of these trees had been raised several weeks before they fell and unfortunately they were not dealt with quickly enough.  As this is a serious safety hazard a letter will be sent to BCC to ask what is the responsibility for land owners to carry out risk assessments for their trees along the public footpaths.  (Action – Clerk)  Following the flooding of Chalfont Road and Newbarn Lane a request will be made to unblock the drains.  (Action – Clerk)  
iii. PROPERTIES:  One of the new shower heads in the Pavilion shower room was still dripping.  The plumber will be called to repair it.  (Action – Clerk) 
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  Nothing to report.
9.
Any Other Business:   There had been an attempted break in at a house in Bottom Lane and a theft from a house in Manor Crescent in the last month.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st February 2012 at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall on School Lane.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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