SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4th APRIL 2012 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Acting Chairman), Cllr C Hughes, Cllr N Rothwell, Cllr M Thomas,           Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr R Darlington. 
In attendance: 
Mrs E Diskin, Mr J Lucas and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  Mrs. Diskin is the owner of a 0.8 acre field that fronts onto School Lane adjacent to Green Wood which, following recent changes to the National Planning Policy Framework, she would like considered for development.  It will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting and the Parish Council’s view reported back to Mrs Diskin.  (Action – Clerk) 
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr A Anderson and Cllr B Kane.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Thomas.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Seer Green Parish Council Emergency Plan will be discussed further.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Scourfield, Clerk) 
· The VAS was noted as working.  
· Concerns were raised about the state of the footpath to Manor Farm.  We are still awaiting an inspection by the Area Rights of Way Co-ordinator.  (Action – Cllr Hughes) 
· Cllr Patel reported that all 30 copies of the village plans supplied had been purchased.  An invoice will be sent to Lambs Newsagent.  (Action – Clerk)
· Since School Lane has been resurfaced the white lines have not been repainted on Bayne Hill.  Contact has been made with the Highways Technician but we are still awaiting timescales from Bucks County Council for the repainting of these lines. (Action – Clerk)
· A proposal was previously raised that Church Road and Orchard road should introduce a one way system round Holy Trinity Church. A meeting has been arranged with Bucks County Council to discuss this further. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)  
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  Following an inspection of Green Wood it was noted that a large section of crab apple trunk had split and was leaning across the footpath.  A contractor was contacted and the tree has been dealt with.
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
4. Correspondence:
· Cllr Scourfield had received donations totalling £2885.00 towards the War Memorial.  Generous donations from County Cllr Tim Butcher’s Community Leadership Fund, local residents and organisations had been received and letters of thanks have been sent back. 
· An email had been received from a householder raising concerns about a low fence bordering Green Meadow following the recent removal of trees on their property.  It was agreed that the fence was owned by the householder and that the Council support them in replacing it with a higher fence to protect their privacy.  (Action – Clerk)
· It was agreed that Wicksteed should carry out the Playground Risk Assessment on Green Meadow.  (Action – Clerk)
5. Finance  

Payments amounting to             

      £6,699.21 were made  

Income 




    £12,524.95

Closing balances

                           £58,831.61
i. Appointment of Internal Auditor:  It was agreed to appoint Mr Ernest Newhouse as auditor for another year.  (Action - Clerk)
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2012/0006/FA
4 Park Place, Seer Green, HP9 2FJ


Single storey rear extension.
CH/2012/0088/FA
Red Cottage, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UL 


Redevelopment of site to provide two detached dwellings with associated garaging, and relocation of four trees covered by Tree Preservation Order 6 of 2011.

The Parish Council raised an objection due to over development and detrimental to character of locality.

CH/2012/0121/FA
Cheriton, 52 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XU


Part two storey, part single storey side/rear extension and laying of hard standing to front of site.


Refused

CH/2012/0042/FA
Highclere Field Stables, Newbarn Lane, Seer Green 


Erection of stable block extension and temporary caravan.

The Parish Council raised an objection due to development in the Greenbelt.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. best kept village competition 2012:  It was agreed to have a village tidy day on Saturday 19th May at 10.00am starting in the Cemetery.  (Action – Councillors) A poster will be placed on the notice board. (Action - Clerk) It was agreed that the following work was required in preparation for the competition:- The bus shelter outside Princess Grove needs clearing of leaves, the road signs to Jordans and Seer Green need washing.  The Bayne Hill signs are in the hedge and need clearing.   Part of the verge on Chalfont Road has been churned up during recent flooding and needs to be reseeded.  (Action – Clerk)  The notice boards need to be checked.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Lease and the Management Agreement is still under discussion with BCC.  The project to refurbish the toilets had started and will hopefully complete the Ladies/Gent’s toilets by 14th April.  The children’s toilets should be completed a few days later.  The stage wall has been plastered and is awaiting painting. The mains electricity board will be upgraded over the Easter holidays.  Cllr Rothwell and Cllr Forsaith had undertaken a building Risk Assessment and a report is being prepared. (Action – Cllr Rothwell) A draft budget is being prepared.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
 
ii. ENVIRONMENT:  Over 200 trees from the Woodland Trust have been planted to date in Green Meadow and Green Wood, to mark the celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  Support with planting was provided by the Seer Green Brownies.  
Cllr Thomas and Cllr Davison-Oakley had met with a local garden designer who is helping to provide a map of Green Meadow detailing existing trees and hedges so that the local school children can provide designs of how they would like Green Meadow to look.  
iii. PROPERTIES:  Nothing to report.
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  Perkin Elmer plan to hold a charity football match on 28th April.  As all proceeds will be going to Iain Rennie it was agreed to reduce the cost of using the Pavilion.  
9.
Any Other Business:     The Parish Council elections for Officers will take place at the AGM in May and the nomination forms will be circulated to Councillors before the next meeting.  (Action - Clerk)
Next Meeting – The Parish Council AGM will be held on Wednesday 2nd May 2012, at 7.15 pm followed by the Parish Council Meeting at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.

The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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