SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4th JUNE 2008 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr P Clarke (Chairman), Cllr C Hughes, Cllr N Rothwell, Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith 

Cllr D Matthews and Cllr M Lawton.

In attendance: 
 Mrs Wyllie, Bill Knight, Gerry Barrett and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

Open Session:  Mrs Wyllie commented that Green Meadow “looks lovely” but had some concerns about overhanging trees that also may need to be topped.  The arboriculturalist will be informed.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  Poor parking by parents on the school-run still continues to be a serious safety issue on the corner of Stable Lane and School Lane.  The Police will be notified.  (Action – Clerk)
Bill Knight and Gerry Barrett came to present their proposals for a new youth football club called Seer Green United.  They plan to begin next season with an Under 13 team and introduce an Under 7 team in 2009-10.  The team will be nicknamed “the Cherries” and will play in the Bucks Free Press League.  The team has already received their FA affiliation number.  The Parish Council fully supported their proposals.

2.
Apologies for absence: Cllr T Wiener and Cllr A Nicholls.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting was proposed by Cllr Lawton and seconded by Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  

6 iii.  The Parish Council will be writing directly to Bucks County Council to express their concerns about the Locality Strategy. (Action – Cllr Clarke)

7 i. The Parish Council is searching for the original Green Meadow Byelaws document and further investigations will be made.  (Action - Cllr Clarke, Clerk)  
7 i. A risk assessment for the trees in Green Wood will be chased.  (Action - Cllr Hughes)
7 ii. The solicitor has finalised her review of the allotments agreements and a new draft will be prepared for the next meeting.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Hughes) 

7 ii Several of the old goal posts still need removing from the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Clerk) 

7 iii. The toilets and water system at the Pavilion need refurbishing. Quotations will be sought.  (Action – Cllr Nicholls)
8. CCTV for the Recreation Ground will be investigated.  (Action – Cllr Rothwell)  

8. Funding for energy conservation for 100 communities has been announced and the opportunities for Seer Green will be investigated.  (Action - Cllr Forsaith)

Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda: Nothing to report.
3.
Correspondence:  

Outgoing

8 May
Letter to Longbottom Lane resident about their dumping of domestic waste at the Recreation Ground.

22 May
Letter to Mazars LLP the appointed external auditor enclosing the Annual Return for 2007/8.

24 May
Letter to thank County Cllr Pam Bacon for her contribution from the Leadership Fund, which was put towards the new fencing at the cemetery.

Incoming

13 May
HM Revenue & Customs stating that because the Employer Annual Return was filed online the council has been awarded a tax-free payment of £100.00.

23 May
Chilterns Conservation Board Public Notice of Accounts and launch of Chilterns AONB Parishes Fund.  

Chiltern District Council

21 May
Letter from Alan Goodrum providing details of the new Cabinet (including their portfolio’s) and offering the opportunity for Parish and Town Councils to arrange meetings with Cabinet Members when this would be useful.

27 May
Letter from the Planning Department about the boundary wall at Garden Cottage, Ponds House, Chalfont Road stating that as the wall does exceed 2m, their opinion is that the wall is unauthorised.  CDC have written to the owner of the property to request that the wall is either reduced in height or that a planning permission is submitted for the retention of the wall.

May
Budget Book 2008/9.

Apr
Minutes from the following meetings:- Annual Council, Cabinet, Audit Sub-Committee, Planning Committee, Community and Environmental Overview, Housing and Planning Overview and Resources Overview Committee.

Bucks CC

May
Travel Choice Team News – Issue 17

Other 

15 May
South East England Regional Assembly – Review of sub-regional allocation of primary land-won aggregates in the southeast.  Responses required by 8th August 2008.

May
NATS – Terminal Control North, proposed changes to airspace advising that the consultation period has now been extended to 19th June 2008.
4.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             
     £4,761.23 were made  

Income 


               £20,300.00



Closing bank balance as of 23rd May   £45,274.25

Review of the outstanding balance owing on the Car Park resurfacing:-  JNP Group, the consulting engineers, reported that the surface falls are adequate, with rainwater soaking away effectively, and concluded that the work had been carried out satisfactorily.  The Parish Council was satisfied that all the outstanding issues had been resolved and approved the outstanding payment.  (Action – Clerk)
5. Planning

Approved

CH/2008/0266/FA
Deanfield, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UL


Replacement dwelling and detached triple garage incorporating habitable accommodation

CH/2008/0519/FA
Lantern Cottage, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Rear conservatory

CH/2008/0655/FA
27 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2YS

Two storey side/rear extension, single storey rear extension, single storey front roof canopy and first floor rear extension

The Parish Council has ongoing concerns about the development of farmland off Newbarn Lane, which had been subject to a recent planning application refusal.  The Enforcement Officer from CDC’s Planning Department has visited the site and asked for residents to keep a diary of ongoing activity.  The Parish Council will write to CDC’s Planning department expressing their concern.  (Action - Cllr N Rothwell, Clerk)

6.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE: Cllr Tony Wiener had done an excellent job researching the possible web hosting companies that could offer an easy to maintain solution for the Parish Council.  The shortlist of preferred solutions will be reviewed at the next meeting, hopefully accompanied by a presentation from one of the companies.  (Action – Cllr Wiener)  
ii. RECREATION GROUND: Following the recent significant investment in improving the car park and increased interest in the facilities at the Recreation Ground, the Parish Council will introduce a new scale of charges for all those using the facilities.  Research into pricing by other parishes will be investigated and a proposal will be prepared for the next meeting.  (Action – Clerk)
7.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. Environment:  There are several trees that need to be felled in Green Wood. (Action - Cllr Hughes).  The arboriculturalist will be chased about the outstanding work in Green Meadow.  (Action - Cllr Hughes)  The four new swings have been fitted in Green Meadow.  
Some spoil has been dumped in Green Wood, the local Funeral Directors will be contacted to ensure that this has not been left from work at the Cemetery.  (Action – Clerk)  The Parish Council has been informed that the Jubilee Hall sign is rotting and the posts need replacing, also an underground cable has been exposed and is now a tripping hazard.  As neither is on Parish Council property the School and Jubilee Hall Management Committee will be contacted.  (Action – Cllr Clarke)  The footpath clearance work will start this month.  The grass in the railings around Holy Trinity Church is now very high and needs cutting.  (Action – Clerk)  The junction of Longbottom Lane and Potkiln Lane is very overgrown and needs cutting back. (Action – Clerk)  The fallen tree and subsequent logs at the junction of Bottom Lane and Longbottom Lane continue to be an eyesore and possible fire risk, BCC will be contacted to see if they can be removed.  (Action – Clerk)  
ii. Properties:  

Chilterns Montessori – Pavilion rent review: The Parish Council discussed and agreed a rent increase for the School to be introduced from September 2008.  The owners of the School will be advised.  (Action – Clerk)  A new scale of charges for the Cemetery will be researched and prepared for the next meeting.  (Action – Clerk) 
iii. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  

Suggestions for articles for the next newsletter: Other councils in the Neighbourhood Action Group area had delayed the Speedwatch and speed survey initiatives due to slow payment.  The Police will be contacted for a progress update. (Action – Clerk)

The following articles were agreed for the next Newsletter due out in the Autumn:- Car Park Resurfacing (Action – Cllr Clarke) New Cemetery fencing, Best Kept Village Competition results, new Cherry Trees in Jubilee Walk (Action – Clerk) Speedwatch, traffic survey and fly tipping (Action – Cllr Matthews) Parish Council Website (Action – Cllr Wiener) the Jubilee Walk around the village (Action – Cllr Forsaith) an article on Seer Green United will also be included and District Councillor Patel will be invited to enclose a leaflet about the proposal to form a Sports and Social Committee for Seer Green. (Action – Cllr Clerk)
8.
Any Other Business:  Nothing to report.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 2nd July 2008, in the Parish Church Hall.  
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