SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5TH OCTOBER 2011 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr J Forsaith (Acting Chairman), Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr N Rothwell, and Cllr A Anderson. 
In attendance: 
District Cllr S Patel, Mr I Hawes, and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  Mr Hawes raised a concern about a tree on Footpath 16 which was showing signs of deterioration.  The tree will be photographed and reported to Bucks County Council.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Cllr, Forsaith)  District Cllr S Patel enquired about the progress of updating the village to BT’s fibre optic service.  Cllr Forsaith, a resident of Bottom Lane, reported that he was now using the service, called Infinity, and that residents should contact BT for further details.
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr M Thomas and Cllr B Kane.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Anderson.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· A decision on how much funding to apply for from Paradigm Housing community grant scheme (towards refurbishing Green Meadow play area) will be made at the next meeting.
· Cllr Thomas reported that a recent petition in Fulmer resulted in the village introducing some traffic calming measures.  She will undertake research to find out what actions were taken.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  
· Following an inspection of Green Wood by the Chiltern Woodlands Project, quotation FF16990  has been provided by Fineland Forestry to carry out the recommended tree work from their report.  This quotation was approved. However, a planning application to Chiltern District Council will be required which the contractor will submit on our behalf. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· The Chilterns Conservation Board has asked for funding towards their work protecting the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  This request was discussed in detail and it was agreed to donate £100.  (Action – Clerk) 
· The Seer Green Parish Council Emergency Plan was favourably approved by the Resilience Officer at BCC and will now be updated with contact numbers.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  The Risk Inspection book has been updated with the recent inspection by Chiltern Woodland Project. 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest. 
Correspondence:  Nothing to report.
4. Finance  

Payments amounting to             

      £8,149.65 were made  

Income 




    £25,300.14

Closing balances

                            £53,285.27
The budget and half year accounts will be prepared for the next meeting.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  The External Audit has been returned by Mazars and the notice informing residents will be placed on the notice board.  (Action – Clerk).  A new Lloyds TSB bank account called Seer Green Parish Council No.2 Account has now been opened and the money given by third parties (e.g. towards the refurbishment of Green Meadow totalling £1,970.00) will be transferred into the account.  (Action – Clerk)
7.
Planning

Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2011/1163/FA
Old Vicarage, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH, 
 
Part two storey, part single storey front/side/rear extension incorporating second floor accommodation in roof space and rear balcony, rear roof extension, two storey bay window to rear elevation, single storey front/side extension to link to existing outbuilding, relocation of vehicular access with associated hard standing and fenestration alterations.


CH/2011/1212/FA
28 Long Grove, Seer Green, Buckinghamshire, HP9 2YW

Part first floor, part two storey, part single storey side/rear extension

CH/2011/1257/FAE
Land Adjacent To Idlewood, Manor Road, Seer Green 

Erection of new detached dwelling with new vehicular access from Manor Road 

The Parish Council sent an objection due to the change in planning policy PPS3.

CH/2011/1258/FAE
Land Adjacent To Idlewood, Manor Road, Seer Green 

Erection of new detached dwelling with new vehicular access from Manor Road 

The Parish Council sent an objection due to the change in planning policy PPS3.
8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. war memorial:  It was agreed to provide a War Memorial in the location of the Cemetery and the Parish Council is prepared to commit £4,000.00 towards the project. It is planned that the Memorial will be in situ by 2014 to commemorate the centenary of the beginning of the First World War.  A meeting will be held at the cemetery with Creative Memorials to discuss different options. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Hughes)
ii. LONG TERM PLAN: It was agreed to put funding aside for changes in the Cemetery in the next draft of the LTP.  An inspection and quotation for the Pavilion flat roof will be obtained.  (Action – Clerk) 
iii. VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGN: Bucks County Council will be asked to explain why the VAS on School Lane is still not working.  (Action – Clerk)  A meeting was held with the Police, BCC and residents about traffic issues within the village primarily on Chalfont Road.  A number of possible options for traffic calming were discussed.  A request for a second VAS was submitted to the Local Area Forum.  Concerns were raised about the regularly occurring flood on New Barn Lane, BCC have previously advised that the bore hole needs to be re-dug, but to date this work has not been carried out.  BCC will be chased for progress on this matter.  (Action – Clerk)  Research will be done on whether the speed limit could be reduced to 20mph in the centre of the village.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall Management Committee has held their quarterly meeting and is pleased to report that they have made a lot of improvements to the hall. They are still waiting to hear from BCC about the project to improve the toilets. The hall needs two new wide brooms for the main hall. (Action – Cllr Forsaith)  




        
ii. ENVIRONMENT:     A meeting has been arranged with Tony Broderick, Bucks County Council highways technician, to look at clearing the low hanging branches across the path from Bottom Lane along Longbottom Lane. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
iii. PROPERTIES:  It was agreed to purchase six new signs for Parish Council properties/land.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)   
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  A draft of Newsletter 15 was circulated for comments.  (Action - All Clls)
10.
Any Other Business:   Cllr Hughes will attend the next Chalfonts Local Area Forum on 19th October. (Action – Cllr Hughes)   Cllr Anderson reported that the adult Football Club were very pleased with the improvements to the pavilion.  There are some issues with both the adult team and youth football team needing to use the adult pitch at the same time.  The situation will be monitored.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd November 2011 at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall on School Lane.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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