SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL 2011 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr P Clarke (Chair), Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr B Kane, Cllr M Lawton and 
Cllr M Thomas.
In attendance: 
Mrs K Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. Open Session:  Nothing was raised.
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr J Forsaith and Cllr N Rothwell.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Scourfield and Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Parish Council is trying to raise funds to refurbish the playground in Green Meadow.     If Paradigm residents send letters to Cllr Lawton to support this project then an application will be submitted to Paradigm Homes for £4,350. We are still waiting to hear from Paradigm residents.  (Action – Cllr Lawton)  Perkin Elmer had been approached but the council were told that they are not in a position to provide funding to this sort of Community Project.  Contact will be made with the Site Manager to discuss this further.  (Action - Cllr Clarke)  

· The Emergency Plan will be circulated to Councillors.  (Action – Clerk)
· The Village Plan has now been finalised for publication. It will be published on the website and copies will be printed for purchase. (Action –Clerk)
· The quotation from SEC for 3 Streetlights to be repainted was approved. (Action – Clerk)  
· Following the increase in budget from Central Government (for highways work) the Chalfont Local Area Forum agreed to fully fund another Vehicle Activated Sign for Chalfont Road. (Action – Cllr Clarke)  The VAS for School Lane will be installed at the end of April.
· A letter was sent to the Head of Planning Services at CDC about the proposed location for the installation of a Telecomms Cabinet on the land at the front of Privet Cottage in Church Road. Two alternative locations were suggested by the Parish Council.  A copy of the letter will be sent to the resident at Privet Cottage. (Action – Clerk)
· Jordans Taverners Cricket Club asked if they could keep the second older cricket net at the Recreation Ground as it was regularly used by younger players. The situation will be monitored.

· It was agreed to extend one grassed area of the Recreation Ground for up to 15 metres for new allotments gardens.  The area will be finalised with the Allotments Association Chairman.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Hughes) 
· New Terms and Conditions for SG United Football Team to be agreed.  (Action – Clerk)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  The Clerk was asked whether she was able to obtain a key for the Parish Church Hall from the Parochial Church Council.  The PCC had made the decision that no regular users would have keys.
Risk Inspections:  The inspection book was updated by Cllr Hughes.
4.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.

5.
Correspondence:  A letter was received from the resident at Milber Cottage, Manor Road agreeing to make the necessary alterations to the shingle roof which overhangs Montessori garden.
6.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             

      £8,402.98 were made  

Income                  
   


         £799.70

Closing balances  

                            £55,442.32
The Parish Council agreed to appoint Ernest Newhouse as internal auditor.  (Action – Clerk)
The Parish Council had 4 companies tender for the Grounds Maintenance contract at the Recreation Ground and Green Meadow. Continental Landscapes were appointed. (Action – Clerk)
7.
Planning

Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
As part of 02’s network improvement program they have invited the Parish Council to take part in their pre-application discussions for a radio base station in Seer Green to provide new 2G & 3G coverage in the area. A number of options have been assessed in respect of the site search process and the preferred 02 option is at Seer Green train station.  It was agreed that from the available list this was the most suitable location as it is furthest away from residents’ homes.  The Parish Council did ask that the mast be situated by the existing station buildings and infrastructure, to reduce the impact on the otherwise green environment. However this location would interfere with the telephone systems used by the trains.  The mast will be located as close to the station as possible. 
Permitted
CH/2010/2060/TP
Long Grove Wood, Coat Wicks, Seer Green


Pollarding of a hawthorn, re-coppicing of three ashes and a hornbeam, crown reduction of an apple and removal of hanging branches from two beeches and an oak all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.
CH/2010/2032/FA
The Three Horseshoes Public House, 22 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XX Single storey rear extension

CH/2011/0145/FA
3 Pear Tree Close, Seer Green, HP9 2UY


Part two storey, part single storey rear extension to dwelling and single storey rear extension to existing attached garage projection. 
CH/2011/0074/FA
Clear Croft, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Detached double garage with accommodation at first floor level.


CH/2011/0096/FA
Camping and Touring Park, Highclere Farm, Newbarn Lane, HP9 2QZ 

Provision of 10 additional caravan and 20 additional tent spaces from 1 April to 31 October, and change of use of existing agricultural building into toilet and shower facilities.


8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. LONG TERM PLAN:  Cllr Scourfield updated the Council on the Long Term Plan for 2011- 2014.   It was agreed to increase the contribution towards a War Memorial to £4k and review the amounts for Green Meadow equipment, Showers for the Pavilion, Streetlights, etc at the next meeting.  (Action - Cllr Scourfield)
ii. BCC DELEGATED BUDGET:  Councillors need to consider further highway schemes for the BCC delegated budget in light of the increase in budget from central Government. (Action – Councillors)
iii. BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2011:  A list of maintenance work around the village was agreed. Further suggestions need to be sent to the Clerk.  It was agreed to have a Village Tidy Day on Saturday 21st May meeting at 10.00am at the Cemetery. (Action – Councillors, Clerk)
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall Management Committee is still waiting to hear from Bucks. County Council for the finalised lease and new Management Agreement. When these have been agreed the budget will be presented for approval by the PC. (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
ii. ENVIRONMENT:  Some remedial work has been carried out on two trees, one in Green Wood and one overhanging the cemetery fence.  The brambles will be cut back after the bluebells have died back.
iii. PROPERTIES:  There had recently been an incident with fumes entering the Pavilion.  The Fire Brigade were called to check the source and they suspected the fuel for the mowers used by the Cricket Club in the nearby sheds.  Advice was given to the Cricket Club on use of fuel in the area.  Redundant pipework (from when the Pavilion held a bar) was also blocked. 
iv. COMMUNITY LIAISON:  Cllr Kane has agreed to be the Co-ordinator for the Community Liaison Working Group.  The Spring Newsletter will be updated with a request for residents to consider standing as Parish Councillors as there are now 3 vacancies on the Council.  
10.
Any Other Business:   The Chairman, Cllr Phil Clarke, announced that it is with regret that he will be standing down from the council at the AGM due to work and personal commitments.  He was thanked by the Council for his hard work and dedication over the past few years.
CDC have launched a Community Grant Scheme for voluntary organisations to apply for funds up to £2,000 towards local projects.  The fund will be discussed with the Allotments Association and Seer Green Football Club.  (Action – Clerk)
Buses were still parking outside the Old Chapel instead of the new location on School Lane.  The residents will be asked to collect details of the coach company and number plates so that Bucks. County Council can identify who they need to contact again.  

Seer Green and Jordans Society will be having their Spring Walk on 8th May starting at 2pm from the Jolly Cricketers.
Next Meeting – The Parish Council AGM will be held on Wednesday 4th May 2011, at 7.15 pm followed by the Parish Council Meeting at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.

The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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