SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th JANUARY 2009 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr P Clarke (Chairman), Cllr C Hughes, Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr A Nicholls, Cllr Lawton, Cllr T Wiener and Cllr N Rothwell. 

In attendance: 
PCSO John Webb, PCSO Mike Burnham and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

Open Session:  PCSO John Webb reported that in the last few weeks there have been several incidents of criminal damage to vehicles.  These crimes have happened in Seer Green late at night.  The neighbourhood police officers are anxious to learn if residents have witnessed any incidents and if they are able to provide any information or identify offenders.  Information can be phoned to 0845 8 505 505 or anonymously to CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.
2.
Apologies for absence: Cllr D Matthews and County Cllr Pam Bacon.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting was proposed by Cllr Hughes and seconded by Cllr Scourfield.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  

· At an earlier meeting Cllr Forsaith proposed the collaboration of a series of articles entitled ‘Your Village’ which could be published on paper or on the website.  The following articles are outstanding:- Village History (Action – Cllr Forsaith), Green Wood (Action – Cllr Hughes), and Allotments (Action – Cllr Nicholls) 
· Three companies have now been identified with a possible solution for CCTV for the Recreation Ground.  The legal implications will be discussed with the Police.   (Action – Cllr Rothwell)
· Cllr Nicholls to seek a low cost solution for the hot water supply to the Pavilion, to make use of existing facilities (e.g. hot water tank).  (Action – Cllr Nicholls, Clerk)  
· Cllr Forsaith has prepared a monthly inspection log which the co-ordinators for the Properties and Environment working groups will now complete and then file with the Clerk.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Hughes)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda: Nothing to report.
3.
Correspondence:  The incoming correspondence was reviewed by the Council and was distributed amongst the Councillors for further review.  A letter had been received from a resident in Orchard Road about ‘senseless vandalism’ on Halloween.  The Parish Council was saddened by this mindless act and will write to the resident concerned. (Action – Clerk)
4.
Finance  
Payments amounting to             
      £4178.01 were made  

Income 


                 £2,362.19



Closing bank balance as of 24th Dec     £44,015.84

A quotation to lay Type 1 MOT stone on 13 metres of Footpath 15 at a cost of £606.24 was approved.  The cost will be recovered from Bucks CC under the Parish Paths scheme. (Action – Clerk)
5.
Planning

Notices of new Planning Applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  Several enforcement issues are still outstanding.  CDC will be contacted for an update on these matters.  (Action – Cllr Rothwell)
Approved

CH/2008/1650/FA 

Birchland House, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QJ 


Roof alterations to rear to create second floor accommodation incorporating inverted dormer window and roof terrace.
CH/2008/1634/FA

15 Wood Pond Close, Seer Green, HP9 2XG


Single storey side extension and front bay window.
CH/2008/1343/FA

Oakdene, 28 Howard Crescent, Seer Green HP9 2XP


Single storey rear infill extension, rear conservatory and insertion of ground floor window within north west elevation of existing building.

 
 

Refused 

CH/2008/1665/FA 

Plot Adjacent To Idlewood, Manor Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QU


Erection of new detached dwelling with new vehicular access from Manor Road.
CH/2008/1555/FA

Conway, 46 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP


Raised roof extension incorporating dormer window within the north western elevation, front porch, two storey side and rear extensions, and alterations to existing access.
6.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. ADDITIONAL OUTSIDE YOUTH FACILITIES: The Parish Council discussed the progress of the project to provide new facilities for the youth in Seer Green.  This initiative is being led by District Councillor Steve Patel with support from PCSO John Webb. The Parish Council had recently received funding from BCC for the new facilities amounting to £1125.00.  The Parish Council was concerned about recent misleading articles in the Press and it was agreed that the Chairman would write to Cllr. Patel and PCSO Webb to offer the Parish Council’s continuing support to the initiative, but to emphasise that it is important to move the project forward by properly constituting the Seer Green Sports and Social Committee.  The Committee must then go out to public consultation to determine the residents’ requirements, before making any further decisions or public statements on the type of facilities that will be provided.  District Cllr Patel will be invited to a meeting in the near future to advise the Parish Council of the Committee’s progress. (Action – Cllr P Clarke)
7.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. ENVIRONMENT:  The Holly clearance work in Green Wood was carried out in December.  The work to fell 41 marked trees in Green Wood has now been completed and will be checked with the contractor.  (Action - Cllr Hughes)  It was reported that there is a lot of mud and stones in Longbottom Lane at the junction with Potkiln Lane.  BCC will be asked to get the road swept.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PROPERTIES: A streetlight in Farmers Way was removed as it was deemed to be unsafe due to rust and deterioration at the base of the column.  The Parish Council approved a quotation to replace the streetlight with a swan neck Iffley lantern as per the Streetlight situated outside Green Meadow. (Action – Clerk)
iii. COMMUNITY LIAISON: Suggestions for the next Newsletter will be required for the next meeting.  (Action – All Councillors)
8.
Any Other Business: Nothing to report
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 4th

February 2009, in the Parish Church Hall.  

The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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