SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 2nd FEBRUARY 2021 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm
Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr L Hungin, Cllr T Norton, Cllr N Baddeley, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr J Holder, Cllr J Smith, and Cllr C Hughes. 
In attendance:  Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: There were no members of the public present.
II. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr A Anderson.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes for the January meeting were approved by Cllr Norton and Cllr Hungin.  The minutes were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.  This meeting was held via videoconferencing.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
	COUNCILLOR/

CLERK
	ACTION
	OUTCOME

	Thomas
	To write a letter to Cllr Chokkar (with Cllrs Butcher and Patel in copy) regarding the flooding on Chalfont Road and parking issues around the centre of the village and requesting him to escalate both issues to the Service Director’s Champion for our area.
	PENDING: Letter regarding flooding to be produced for the next Community Board meeting on 11th February 2021.

ONGOING: As dangerous parking in the centre of the village is not an issue during lockdown, this has been put on hold until such time as the Public Houses reopen and the problem presumably resurfaces.
Action: MT

	Thomas/Hungin
	To identify a suitable contractor to provide a quotation for repair/replacement to concrete shed at the rec.

Meeting to be arranged with local builder to inspect the shed.
	ONGOING: Cost of replacing existing concrete shed with like would be in the region of £4,000 plus labour.  Still require an opinion as to the viability of the existing shed but this would require the removal of the ply lining to expose the damage to the front wall which would presumably be chargeable by the inspecting builder. 

Action: MT/LH

	Hungin
	Due Diligence references to be carried out before lease is transferred.
	ONGOING: Outstanding until new tenant makes contact and progresses the purchase.

ACTION: LH

	Smith
	To carry out Health & Safety inspection for January and raise any maintenance issues
	To be discussed under Agenda item III (i) and (ii)

	Clerk
	To add repainting of gates in Green Meadow, the replacement of two fence posts in Green wood and the post for the dog waste bin at the recreation ground to the maintenance list.
	ONGOING: Items added and list for Village Maintenance – Spring 2021 produced. 

ACTION: LB

	Thomas
	Replacement of rusting shackles on one of the bird nest swings and repairs to surfacing
	PENDING: Order for repairs to surfacing, replacement of rusting shackles and inspection of all shackles confirmed with Playground Facilities and scheduled for date in March TBC 

	Hungin
	It was agreed to offer the Chalfont St Peter Cricket Club the use of the recreation ground for Sunday matches and mid-week for training.
	ONGOING: The Chalfont St Peter Cricket Club did not take up this offer, however, negotiations are in process with ‘The Regals’ team who might be interested in taking up the offer of Sunday matches and mid-week training.

	Holder
	To prepare and send a new lease for hire for the Jubilee Hall to the school.
	ONGOING: Preparation of new lease nearing completion ready for issue to the school.

	Thomas/Hungin/

Norton
	To hold a meeting to discuss and prioritise work recommended in the Pavilion Inspection report.
	Meeting held on 14th January, findings and recommendations circulated to Councillors for discussion under Agenda item IX (i)

	Davison-Oakley
	A hay warden/village maintenance contract was discussed with neighbouring councils.
	It was resolved to continue with the existing contract.


Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
III. MONTHLY RISK INSPECTIONS:    
i. Health and Safety Issues identified and recommended actions:  Cllr Smith and Cllr Holder have completed the January Health and Safety inspection.  The bus stop had collected a lot of dried leaves which could be a fire hazard, these have now been cleared. In Green Wood a fallen tree was hanging over the path.  This was inspected and not deemed to be immediately urgent so will be cleared when contractors are next working in the area.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  Cllr Baddeley and the Clerk will carry out the February inspection.  (Action – Cllr Baddeley, Clerk)    
ii. Maintenance issues identified and recommended actions:  The chain links on the Trio Venturer climbing frame were starting to rust.  Maintenance to these will be included in the forthcoming work with Playground Facilities. The outdoor gym and the MVAS need cleaning which will be added to the list to be carried out during the spring.  (Action – Clerk)  The post for the School crossing sign on School Lane is rusted through.  A replacement post has been requested on Fix My Street. The cricket nets need to be tied up.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)  It was discussed whether a further dog bin was needed at the Twitchells Lane end of footpath 16 due to the amount of dog poo bags left at the far side of the Rec.  The situation will be monitored.
IV. OTHER HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES:  No further issues were raised.
V. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest.
VI. Correspondence:  
· A letter from Transport for Bucks addressing flooding concerns stating that they have 120 schemes listed for capital drains work in Bucks but can only fund 30 a year.  The details of when outstanding drainage work will be completed will be requested.  (Action – Cllr Thomas, Clerk)
· The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) have advised that the appropriate sum for the purpose of section 137(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972 (the 1972 Act) for parish and town councils in England for 2021-22 is £8.41 per elector.

· Letter from Bucks Council Chalfonts Community Board informing that £1,120.00 has been awarded for the Seer Green wildflowers schemes for the entrances to the village.  The preparation work will be organised.  (Action – Cllr Smith, Clerk)
· A quotation was approved for cutting back the blackthorn on the allotment boundary.  The work has been scheduled for 19th March.  The contractors will be asked if they can work for a further two hours cutting back the blackthorn near the football pitch.  (Action – Clerk) 

· It was agreed to replace the two sports team changing room doors and the adult toilet door in the Pavilion with fire rated doors.  Enquiries will be made for the cost of pre-prepared doors.  (Action – Clerk)
· It was agreed to replace the streetlight lantern at the Bottom Lane junction with Orchard Road with an ASD Lighting Micro Highway Diamond Lantern at full lumen level.  (Action – Clerk)

VII. Finance: 

From 6th January to 2nd February 2021:-

Payments amounting to:-          
  


      
  £3,974.98
Income received:-




   
       
  £7,173.65

The closing bank balances at 31st January totalled:-          

£77,425.52
i. Online banking signatories: Cllr Norton agreed to be an online signatory for the Parish Council current account.  Cllr Smith and Cllr Hungin also volunteered to be signatories.  (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley, Cllr Norton)
ii. Buckinghamshire Council funding Application for CCTV: It was agreed to apply for a grant to upgrade the cameras at the Pavilion so that they can capture car registration numbers and have better quality images. Matrix who provide the existing system will be asked for a quotation. The Community Board will be asked if they need more than one quotation for the work. (Action – Cllr Hungin, Cllr Thomas, Clerk)
VIII.   

Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  
Permitted

PL/20/3949/FA
2 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP


Front and rear dormers.

PL/20/3847/FA
2 Hearnes Close, Seer Green, HP9 2QT


Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension.

PL/20/3616/FA
Bottom Wood, 52 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YW


Single storey rear extension, conversion of garage into store/habitable accommodation and new roof line on garage.

PL/20/3585/VRC - 
Charlescot, 4 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP


Variation of Condition 3 of planning permission PL/20/0201/FA (Proposed extensions to front, side and rear. Proposed roof extension including dormer windows to front and rear and loft conversion) to allow for: Changes to sizes of rear dormers including a rear Juliet balcony, 2 new rear roof lights, amendment to rear single storey roof pitch to a hipped/flat roof and removal of roof lights on this extension, addition of one side window and omission of a side window.

IX.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. pavilion: A Pavilion Committee report was circulated following their inspection on 14th January.  It was agreed to initially install three fire doors, replace rusted pipework, replace the fluorescent lighting with LED and decorate the main hall, part of the kitchen, toilets, changing rooms and lobby.  Quotations will be organised for this work. (Action – Cllr Thomas)  The Fire Risk Assessment had been reviewed annually following the professional inspection in 2018.  The two actions that needed completing were the fire door replacement and to remind the nursery to remove all materials from the lobby area each weekend.   (Action – Clerk)  An emergency light testing procedure sheet will be prepared.  (Action – Cllr Norton)  A key safe will be purchased and installed in the hot water tank cupboard for the fire alarm keys.  (Action – Clerk)  A Fire Risk Policy will be prepared to document the status of the risk assessment and the ongoing procedure for maintaining the assessment.  (Action – Cllr Norton)
ii. pavilion lease:  Blaser Mills law firm have been appointed to prepare a new lease for the Pavilion. We are awaiting the new draft lease and accurate costing for the work.   (Action – Cllr Hungin)
iii. risk assessment: It was agreed to include the Jubilee Hall regulatory/important inspections in the annual Risk Assessment document.  A final version will be circulated for approval at the March meeting.  (Action – Clerk)
iv. financial regulations: The Financial Regulations were approved.  A final version will be circulated.  (Action – Clerk)
X.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL:   The Jubilee Hall Sub-Committee will meet on Friday 26th February where they will review latest government guidelines about the opening of public buildings.  
ii. PAVILION: No further update. 
iii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES:  The Regals Cricket Club are considering whether they would be able to maintain and use the Recreation Ground for approximately ten Sunday afternoon matches and mid-week training.  It was agreed that if they did intend to proceed then they would be charged £50 per session.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)

The tree work recommended by the annual arboriculture inspection to be dealt with in 3 -6 months from the survey has almost been completed.  Outstanding work that has been recommended to be done within 12 months is being reviewed.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Cllr Thomas)

The Allotments Association have neatly trimmed back the boundary hedge.  The Allotment Association agreement is being reviewed and will be discussed at the next meeting.  (Action – Cllr Smith) 

XI.
information items:  No items were raised. 


The meeting closed at 9.18pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 2nd March 2021, at 7.30pm on Zoom.    
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