SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2nd OCTOBER 2013 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr R Darlington, Cllr O Davison-Oakley,            Cllr B Kane and Cllr A Anderson.
In attendance: 
Mrs B Northcote, Ms C Colligan, Mrs E Grey-Morgan, Mrs K Hawes, Mr I Hawes,             Mr T Harding and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  Mrs Northcote, who is Church Warden for Holy Trinity, came to thank the Council for the donation towards the repairs to the church.  As there is still a significant amount of money to raise the Parochial Church Council will consider whether they want to put a letter to residents in the next Newsletter.
Residents came to raise concerns about the speed of traffic travelling through the village.  Many vehicles were now ignoring the Vehicle Activated Sign and driving much faster than the speed limit.  Employees of two companies had been identified as speeding and letters will be sent to the companies concerned to ask that their employees slow down. (Action – Clerk)
Concerns were raised that the children who stand and wait for the bus at the entrance of Hearnes Meadow were obscuring the view of oncoming traffic.  The resident was advised to contact Bucks County Council about their concerns.
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr L Dandeker and Cllr M Thomas 
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Kane.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The cherry tree in Jubilee Walk has now been cut back. 
· Seer Green has been presented with the DeFraine Cup for winning this year's Best Kept Village Competition (for medium villages) and also a plaque for the Savills Community Award and the Leofwine Shield from Chiltern District Council.  The awards will be shown to the school children and then displayed through the village. (Action - Cllr Scourfield)
· The new playground equipment has been ordered and we are awaiting a delivery and installation date.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
· The Parish Council is awaiting a decision by Chiltern District Council of a planning application to remove holly from the front area of the wood. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· The posts and chains for the Cemetery entrance have been delivered and will be installed shortly. Reflectors also need to be ordered.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The Risk Inspection Schedule has been updated and signed by Cllr Hughes following quarterly inspections of the allotments, cemetery, Green Wood, Jubilee Walk, Recreation Ground and Green Meadow. The Parish Council has now received the annual arboriculture report which states that the trees appear to be generally healthy and there are no issues at the present time.  The annual Fire Risk Assessment was carried out on the Pavilion.
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
4. Correspondence:
· Bucks County Council has written to say that they are cutting the Mobile Library Service to once a month
· Correspondence is ongoing with the Chiltern Montessori over issues with insurance, equipment and rent. A meeting will be arranged to resolve these issues.  (Action – Clerk)
· A second quotation has been received for resurfacing the path with tarmac from Jubilee Hall car park into Green Meadow. A third quotation has been requested.  (Action – Clerk) 
· The Chiltern Society has advised that there is funding available, through their Don Millar Memorial Fund, for local conservation work.  (Cllr Hughes)
· Bucks County Council has asked the Parish Council to complete and promote their budget consultation which prioritises their budget from April 2014 – March 2015. A list of priorities was agreed for submission.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
5. Finance  

Payments (from main account) amounting to         £7,775.76
Income 




        £20,885.00

Closing balances



        £84,751.99
It was agreed that from January 2014 the Parish Council will pay (when invoiced) the Parochial Church Council £250 per year for the rental of the Parish Church Hall.

It was agreed that the Parish Council will purchase RBS’s Alpha accounting system for the accounts from 1st April 2014.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
It was agreed to move the Seer Green Deposit Account to Bucks Building Society.  It will be operated by Cllr Scourfield and the Clerk.  (Action -– Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
i. 2014/15 budget requirements and Long Term Plan: Recommendations for major items of capital expenditure were made, these will be incorporated into the Long Term Plan and budget for 2014-2015.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2013/1266/FA
The Manse, 33 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XN


Single storey rear extension and fenestration alterations.

CH/2013/1261/TP
Long Grove Wood, Coat Wicks, Seer Green


Work to various trees in accordance with a submitted schedule - all trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. LONG GROVE WOOD:  An on-site meeting will be arranged with a representative from Berks., Bucks. & Oxon Wildlife Trust, to discuss the possible Freehold transfer to the Parish Council.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Hughes and Cllr Forsaith)  
ii. NEWSLETTER 19:  A draft Newsletter was circulated for approval. (Action – Clerk)  
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: Bucks County Council is raising the necessary paperwork to get the building valued in readiness for the freehold transfer.  (Action – Cllr Kane)  A survey and Legionella test will be carried out on the hall water supplies over half term.  (Action – Clerk)  There have been issues with the hot water temperature in the kitchen and nursery.  A plumber has been contacted to resolve the issue.  (Action – Clerk)  The school has asked for signed copies of the Licence and Letter of understanding for managing the hall.  (Action – Cllr Kane, Clerk) Investigations will be made on having an alternative electric system for heating the hall, which could be run more efficiently.  (Action – Cllr Kane)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  Extra signs have been ordered to help navigate the Recreation Ground and Footpaths.  The Pavilion boiler and lights had been left on over the weekend.  The Nursery staff will be asked to ensure they are turned off on a Friday night.  (Action – Clerk) A quotation will be requested to cut back the hazel in Green Meadow and cut back the ivy growing up the trees.  (Action - Cllr Hughes)  Three streetlights on School Lane will be repainted.   (Action – Clerk)  There have been suggestions of the Scouts doing some holly clearance for the Parish Council in Green Wood, but it has been stressed to them that a meeting has to be organised first to discuss any work party with the Council first.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  A quotation has been requested to grind out the roots of the blackthorn on the Recreation Ground and stumps that are a trip hazard in Green Wood.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  A quotation will also be requested to further cut back the brambles on the Recreation Ground by the cricket nets. (Action – Cllr Hughes)  
9.
Any Other Business: The next Bucks County Council Local Area Forum is on 16th October in Little Chalfont.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)

It was agreed to buy a new wreath from the British Legion to lay at the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday.  (Action – Clerk)

Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th November 2013, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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