SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 3rd MARCH 2020 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm
Present:  
Cllr L Hungin (Vice Chairman), Cllr J Smith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr A Westlake, Cllr T Norton,                    Cllr J Holder and Cllr O Davison-Oakley. 
In attendance: Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: No items were raised.
II. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr M Thomas and Cllr A Anderson 

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes for the February meeting were approved by Cllr Norton and Cllr Holder.  The minutes were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· It has been agreed that the planting of trees from the Woodland Trust will take place on Saturday 21st March.
· Bucks County Council have advised that the Plane and Patch repair programme for the roads has started and Bayne Hill has been provisionally scheduled for the week beginning 23rd March.
· The Green Meadow limited liability signs have been delivered and a local handyman will be asked if he can install them.  (Action – Cllr Holder)   
· A meeting about CCTV image quality has been arranged with Matrix.  A quotation will be requested along with clarification of whether the images could be used for legal action.  (Action – Cllr Anderson) 

· The removal of a section of blackthorn from the Recreation Ground has been delayed as the surface of the Recreation Ground is too soft to allow vehicles to drive on it.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· A Fire Zone chart needs to be created for the Pavilion.  (Action - Cllr Anderson)
· The leaves on the footpath to the station have been cleared.   

· Foliage on the bend on Bottom Lane has been cut back.  
· A new boot brush and boot scraper for the Recreation Ground will be investigated.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)

· Following a recent insurance claim for the damaged streetlight in Long Grove, the reimbursement for the £250 excess charge will continue to be chased.  (Action – Clerk)
· Planning permission for application PL/18/2713/PNR – the prior notification for change of use from shop to residential for 36 Chalfont Road states that the development should be carried out in accordance with the submitted details of the application.  The plans submitted show that the protruding wall has been removed and replaced with railings.  A letter will be sent to planning enforcement.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)  
· The Clerk has been informed that Councillors could set up their email addresses using Gmail accounts.  It was agreed that the format would be first name initial, surname and then SGPC@gmail.com.  Any councillors wishing to do this can setup their own email address and advise the Clerk.  Cllr Holder offered to help anyone who needed it.  (Action – Councillors)
· Fire Assembly point signs have been purchased for the Pavilion and will be installed by the cricket nets.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  
· A further subgroup meeting is to be held with members of the Allotment Association to discuss the boundary.  (Action – Cllr Thomas, Cllr Westlake, Cllr Davison-Oakley)

· Ongoing storage issues with a hirer of Jubilee Hall are still being resolved.  (Action – Cllr Westlake, Cllr Holder, Clerk)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
III. MONTHLY RISK INSPECTIONS:    
i. Health and Safety Issues identified and recommended actions:  Cllr Westlake has completed the February inspection. A tree had fallen in Green Meadow and the quotation had been approved for its removal.  A tree has fallen on the allotments rear boundary which will be inspected for removal.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  A fence panel had fallen from a property that has recently been sold and borders Jubilee Walk. The Estate Agent was informed so that they can notify the homeowner.  Cllr Hughes is due to complete the March inspection.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)

ii. Maintenance issues identified and recommended actions:  One of the Highlands Road name signs has been vandalised.  A replacement sign will be ordered.  (Action – Clerk)  The Jubilee Hall noticeboard surface has deteriorated and a new noticeboard should be considered.  The Recreation Ground has been extremely wet and football has had to be cancelled.  Two trees have fallen across the footpath to Jordans.  The local landowner will be identified and asked if the trees can be cleared.  (Action – Clerk)     
IV. OTHER HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES:- A tree has fallen in Green Wood however it is not over a path and not deemed to be dangerous.
V. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest.
VI. Correspondence:  
· Following recent flooding in the village, Bucks County Council have identified several landowners who are illegally draining their land into the public drain system.  Unfortunately some of the water has been filled with clay and silt which has blocked the drain and gulley system and flooded the roads. The landowners concerned have received enforcement letters.  BCC will proceed with their enforcement process.

· A letter was received from Michael Hogg, the Senior Public Affairs Manager at Royal Mail stating that “Royal Mail’s representatives have ceased work until an agreement has been reached between Seer Green Parish Council and Cllr Steve Patel.”

· A wildflower proposal had been received from Seer Green Gardeners, who in partnership with Jordans Environmental Trust (JET) who will be financing the project, want to increase biodiversity in the village.  It was agreed that the area on the corner of Bottom Lane and Long Bottom Lane will be cultivated with the help of Amersham Town Council.  A site meeting will be arranged to discuss the project.  (Action – Clerk)  Seer Green Gardeners and JET will be thanked for undertaking this initiative.  
· An email had been received from the Transport for Bucks Area Manager to Hodgemoor Riders Association and the Parish Council about signage following disputes about horse manure on the pavements.  The Highway Code states “You must not take a horse onto a footpath or pavement”. They have offered to install permanent blue signs that state “Horses may ride on the verges but not on the pavement”.  It was agreed to request three signs for the posts already available on Chalfont Road near and on the large green verge.  (Action – Clerk)
· Mrs Hawes contacted the council to request permission to put the wooden soldiers out for the anniversary for VE day. This was unanimously agreed.  (Action – Clerk)
· Following a meeting with Came and Company three quotations had been received for the Parish Council insurance renewal. It was unanimously agreed to proceed with Axa (via Pen) who offered the same cost of cover as Ecclesiastical but with higher sums insured.  It will be confirmed whether Axa would offer the same three year Long Term Agreement as Ecclesiastical.  (Action – Clerk)
· A further quotation had been received from Kompan to replace the bearings following concern about lateral movement.  The latest quotation offers a 20% discount on parts.  It was agreed to proceed with the repair if it would be covered by two years warranty.  If not the matter will be discussed at the next meeting. (Action – Cllr Thomas, Clerk)
VII. Finance: 


Payments amounting to:-              
    
  
 
    £2,721.59

Income received:-




   
       £189.57

The closing bank balances at 29th February 2020 totalled:-   £61,795.64
Following two quotations it was agreed to proceed with Whyte and Sickenger to carry out the work recommended by the annual arboriculture inspection on the allotment boundary with the Scouts. (Action – Cllr Hughes)  It was also agreed to ask them to remove the tree that had fallen over the rear boundary at the same time.
i. GDPR – Quotation for clerk equipment:-  A subscription for Office 365 and the quotation for the laptop were approved and will now be ordered.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. New Streetlights:- The quotation to replace streetlight number 28 which is an old streetlight opposite the driveway down to Jubilee Hall and the School has not yet been received and will be chased.   (Action – Clerk) 
VIII.   

Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  
Permitted

PL/20/0058/TP
6 Ponds House, Rawlings Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2RQ

Crown reduction by 5 metres and crown raising to 4 metres of two Western Red Cedars - both protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

PL/19/4412/VRC
Land Adjacent To, 24 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ

Variation of condition 9 of planning permissions PL/19/1233/FA (Detached dwelling with integral garage) to allow: Increase the width of the single storey rear and reduce the floor level of this room.  Carry out internal and window changes.

PL/19/4333/VRC 
Red Cottage, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UL

Variation of conditions 5, 8 and 10 of Planning Permission CH/2012/0088/FA (Redevelopment of site to provide two detached dwellings with associated garaging, and relocation of four trees covered by Tree Preservation Order 6 of 2011) to allow replacement of trees instead of relocation, and realignment of a section of boundary hedge.

PL/19/4250/FA
Hearnes Mead, 10 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2YG

The construction of a new rear dormer, insertion of conservation rooflights to the southern roofscape, insertion at ground floor level of two windows in the north facing elevation of the former garage.

PL/19/4321/FA
Mulberry House, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Decking within rear garden (retrospective).

PL/19/4382/FA
Mead House, 2 Seer Mead, Seer Green, HP9 2QL

First floor front extension, rooflight to front elevation and new side windows to west elevation.

IX.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. contracts/rates: Following quotations it was agreed to proceed with the following contractors for 2020/21.  Mr D Horgan will look after general grounds maintenance of the areas not covered by the contract with Amersham Town Council.  Mr Cook will continue with fortnightly litter clearance, playground equipment and outdoor fitness equipment inspections.  (Action – Clerk)  The cemetery fees were reviewed and were noted that they continue to be the lowest fees in the area.  It was agreed to increase them by 10% (to the nearest £5) from April 2020. (Action – Clerk)  The rate increase for the Montessori Nursery School was increased with the budget.  The owner will be informed. (Action – Clerk)  It was agreed not to increase the charges for Seer Green United, or the hire charge for the Pavilion.  The adult football team’s monthly rental will be increased by £5.00 from next season.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. RISK ASSESSMENT:  The Risk Assessment was reviewed and adopted. It was agreed to add a section on the Outdoor Fitness Equipment.  (Action – Clerk)  The Bus Stop will be inspected and the maintenance required will be agreed.  A local handyman will be asked if he can undertake the work.  (Action – Cllr Westlake, Cllr Hughes, Cllr Holder)
iii. STANDING ORDERS/FINANCIAL REGULATIONS: The Standing Orders and Financial Regulations were reviewed.  In future it was agreed to review/approve the Financial Regulations in February and the Standing Orders at the AGM in May.  (Action – Clerk)  It was agreed that the limit that the Clerk is authorised to approve work is increased to £1,000.  The Financial Regulations will be updated to state that the Clerks salary should be agreed and documented in December.  It will be noted that if the Deeds are removed from Lloyds Bank then the bank have stated that they cannot be returned.  Following the agreed changes the documents were adopted.  They will be dated accordingly and recirculated with the minutes. (Action – Clerk)  
X.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall Committee meeting was held on 25th February 2020.  Bookings for the hall remain good with an increase of 142 hours booked in 2019 on the previous year.  Following three quotations for a new Audio/Visual system it was agreed to proceed with Distributed Sound and Video Ltd who had installed the system in the Baptist Church. The installation is planned for the May half term holiday.  It will be investigated if a hearing loop could be included in the new system.    (Action – Cllr Westlake, Holder)

ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES:  Further holly removal from Green Wood has been delayed until September.  It was requested if rings could be cut out of the grass for the three cherry trees on Chalfont Road.   (Action – Cllr Westlake, Clerk)  
XI.
information items:  It was asked if a risk assessment had taken place for the planting of the proposed hedging at the allotments.  It was stated that those involved will be asked to sign a disclaimer.  It was requested if the Christmas tree could be discussed at the April meeting. 

The meeting closed at 9.27pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th April 2020, at 7.30pm at Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
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