SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd APRIL 2013 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr R Darlington,                    Cllr M Thomas, Cllr B Kane and Cllr A Anderson.
In attendance: 
Mr I Hawes, Mrs K Hawes, Ms E Kelly, Mrs L Dandeker, Mr S Patel, PC G McVeigh, PCSO Adam Richardson and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  Concerns were raised about the barriers left by BT on the corner of Long Grove and the poor state of the verge which has been caused by vehicles that have parked and damaged the grassed area.  Contact will be made again with Bucks County Council, who is already fining BT £250 per day for leaving the barriers in this position.  (Action – Clerk)  An application to grasscrete the area has been submitted to the Chalfonts Local Area Forum and a decision on this grant application is to be made in May.    
The tree on the corner of Church Road and Chalfont Road inside the railings of Holy Trinity is obscuring the streetlight.  Contact will be made with the Parochial Church Council to get it cut back.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)

Unfortunately people have been driving on the newly turfed and seeded borders at the front of the Cemetery.  There has also been an increase of parents from the school parking in the cemetery entrance at pickup time.  The School will be notified.  (Action – Clerk)
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr O Davison-Oakley.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr J Forsaith and Cllr Anderson.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The granite paving stones, to cover the concrete base of the War Memorial, have been installed.  

· Following concerns about littering in Hearnes Meadow, the road has been regularly inspected and ongoing issues will be discussed further with Paradigm Homes and the relevant authorities.  (Action – Clerk)
· A new bench will shortly be delivered to the Cemetery. (Action – Clerk)
· The Pavilion is being internally decorated and fitted with new curtains over the Easter holidays.  The boiler has been serviced.
· The War Memorial will be unveiled by Sir Henry Aubrey- Fletcher, Her Majesty's Lord Lieutenant for Buckinghamshire on Sunday 14th July.  Also present will be the local Chairman of the British Legion and flag bearers.  The service will be led by the army Chaplain with contributions from Seer Green churches.  The WI has kindly agreed to provide tea and cake.  Help is required by all available Councillors.  Please advise Cllr Scourfield on your availability.  (Action – Councillors)  The post and chain fence has been ordered.

· Cllr Thomas was finalising the application for a grant, from Veolia, for £38k for Phase 1 of the refurbishment of Green Meadow which will focus on providing more challenging play equipment for the older children.  Applications will be made for Phase 2, which will focus on more equipment for the younger children.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
· It was agreed to weed kill the broad leaf weeds on the Recreation Ground.  This treatment requires the public to not access the area for 4 hours, so signs will advertise the date and time.  (Action - Cllr Anderson, Clerk)  Further information is required to determine whether reseeding is recommended.  (Action – Cllr Anderson) 
· Following several reports to South Bucks District Council, the footpath to Beaconsfield has still not been cleared.  SBDC will be chased for action.  (Action – Clerk)
· Cllr Anderson had previously reported that the Seer Green Football Team had reached the semi-final of the Isaac Lord Challenge cup.  Due to adverse weather the game has now been rescheduled to 14th April at Magnolia Park
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  Nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  The Risk Inspection Schedule was updated and signed.  Cllr Hughes noted that in Green Meadow a large hazel branch had split from the main stem and was hanging down on the grass.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  No declarations of interest were made.
4. Correspondence:
· It was agreed to instruct Wicksteed to carry out the annual playground inspection.  (Action – Clerk)
5. Finance  

Payments (from main account) amounting to      £27,698.50 
Income (to main account)

                  £11,943.15

Closing balances (unconfirmed)  

      £63,300.04
i. Appointment of Internal Auditor: It was agreed to reappoint Ernest Newhouse. (Action – Clerk)
ii. New cheque signatories:  As there had been a recent change in Councillors it was agreed to add Cllr Kane and Cllr Darlington to the approved list of signatories to sign cheques on the Lloyds Bank Accounts.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
iii. Report on insurance arrangements: The Parish Council is in its final year, of a three year term, with their current insurance company.  Due to a more competitive industry for Parish and Town Council insurance an alternative quote was found to now be significantly cheaper than our current suppliers. Several quotations will be sought next year to reduce the insurance premium.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)  
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Refused

CH/2013/0111/SA
Cheyenne, 27 Long Grove, Seer Green HP9 2YN


Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to side roof extensions and front and rear roof lights to provide second floor accommodation.
Permitted

CH/2013/0141/FA
Mulberry House, 27 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ 

Single storey side extension.
CH/2013/0142/TP
Long Grove Wood, Coat Wicks, Seer Green


Work to various trees in accordance with a submitted schedule - all trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

CH/2013/0161/FA
Woodview, 5 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ


First floor side extension incorporating alterations to existing roof, single storey rear extension, flue to replace chimney and fenestration alterations.
CH/2013/0180/FA
Rivendell, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH 


Front and rear dormer windows, two storey front extension, first floor side extension incorporating roof alterations and side dormer window, first floor front bay window, new chimneys and fenestration alterations.

CH/2013/0119/FA
Sunset Cottage, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Single storey front extension incorporating conversion of existing garage to habitable accommodation, fenestration alterations and erection of detached garage.
CH/2013/0136/FA
Ponds Conservatory, Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


Single storey extension to south west elevation.
CH/2013/0137/EU
Ponds Conservatory, Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP


Application for certificate of lawfulness for an existing operation relating to a conservatory to south west elevation.
7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. best kept village competition 2013:  It was agreed to ask for a quotation for 10m of bird mouth fencing for the corners of the cemetery drive to stop cars from driving over the grass. Councillors were asked to submit suggestions for tidying the village to the Clerk.   (Action – Councillors)  It was agreed to paint the bollards at the Recreation Ground car park white.  (Action – Clerk)  Ways of securing the wooden poles in front of the fencing at the car park will be investigated.  (Action – Cllr Anderson) The Montessori will be asked to remove one of the two signs at the entrance to Park Place.  (Action – Clerk)  A village tidy day was arranged for Saturday 11th May at 10.00.  Cllr Scourfield and Cllr Darlington will attend, other Councillors to advise availability.  (Action – Councillors)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Parish Council agreed in principle to take on the freehold of Jubilee Hall if it is formally offered by Bucks County Council, subject to a survey and no further financial liabilities.  (Action – Cllr Kane)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  Concerns were raised about the amount of holly in Green Wood even though the Parish Council has had an annual holly clearance for a number of years.  Holly is a dominant species in the wood and prevents other flora from emerging due to lack of light.  A professional assessment of the level of holly that should be allowed in Green Wood will be sought.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  Chiltern District Council will be asked for their advice and whether we need to put in another planning application for additional work as the whole wood is protected by a TPO (Tree Preservation Order).  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  Any work will not be considered until the autumn/winter to protect the bluebells and nesting birds. The Scouts would be contacted to see if they would like to be involved.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  It was agreed to purchase a new notice board for inside hall of the Pavilion.  (Action – Clerk)
9.
Any Other Business: The next meeting will be the AGM and nominations are required for Chairman, Responsible Financial Officer and Vice Chairman.  Cllr Scourfield asked for a Councillor to consider taking over one of his current positions of either Chairman or Responsible Financial Officer.  Nomination forms will be circulated.  (Action Clerk)  It was also requested that all newsletters are delivered as soon as possible to give residents time to nominate for the annual Community Award which is awarded by the Chairman at the AGM.  (Action – Councillors) 
Next Meeting – The Parish Council AGM will be held on Wednesday 1st May 2013, at 7.15 pm followed by the Parish Council Meeting at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.

The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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