SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd DECEMBER 2014 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chairman), Cllr M Thomas, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr J Forsaith,       
   Cllr A Anderson, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr T Norton and Cllr J Holder.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mrs K Hawes, Mrs K Norton (for part), Mr S Cartwright and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION: Stephen Cartwright from the NHS gave a very informative presentation on defibrillators.  He explained that there is only a 5% survival rate following a cardiac arrest, but having a defibrillator close by would increase this.  You do not need to be trained to use a defibrillator as the unit was easy to use and directs you through the procedure.  Once a unit is installed it is registered with the ambulance service so that they can give out the cupboard code in an emergency.  
A resident raised concerns about the pothole on Church Road opposite the Three Horseshoes.  The pothole has been reported to BCC and the matter will be chased.  (Action – Clerk)  It was asked that residents also report highway faults directly to Transport for Bucks. A concern was raised about the line of the proposed footpath through Green Meadow and whether it would be used in this position. As new play equipment is planned it may not be possible to situate it elsewhere.   It was also asked if the surface would be slippery when icy, but it was thought any ice would melt quickly and drain away.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr J Richardson

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Forsaith.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Bucks County Council has agreed to refresh the white slow signs and rumble strips. (Action - Clerk)
· The lighting system outside the Pavilion will be replaced during the Christmas break.  (Action - Clerk)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The November inspection has been carried out.  A concern was raised about holly which is hanging down at eye level on the footpath near Manor Farm.  The holly will be inspected.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk) The December inspection will be carried out by Cllr Anderson.  
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  Cllr Davison-Oakley had a declaration of interest in the path as she helped to obtain the grant through the school.
4. Correspondence:
· An application has been submitted to Bucks County Council’s Local Area Forum for funding towards improving the top of footpath 1A from the station.
· A letter had been sent to Wynnswick Road residents asking for information following the damage of a streetlight.  Several residents suggested a skip company had damaged the light, who on contact admitted liability.  The company has now been sent the quotation for replacing the light and on receipt of payment a new streetlight will be ordered.  (Action – Clerk)
· A letter had been received from someone researching the location of the streetlight battery that was positioned in Seer Green during World War II.  (Action - Clerk)
· Fire Risk Assessments had been received for both the Pavilion and Jubilee Hall.  These will be reviewed and actions prioritised.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Clerk)
5.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to         £5,572.93
Income 




             £300.00

Closing balances



        £61,314.84
It was noted that a considerable sum had to be spent on trees in November which will mean that the budget for trees will have been exceeded this year.

Cllr Thomas and Cllr Anderson have now been added to the bank mandate and are the new signatories on the current account.  A closed minute was recorded for the Clerk’s salary.
6. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  

Permitted

CH/2014/1727/FA
Bottom Wood, 52 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YW

Part two storey, part first floor, part single storey rear/side/front extension.

CH/2014/1652/TP
4 Princess Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2GN

Felling of a fir tree and a pine tree and crown reduction of two sycamores, an oak and a beech tree all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.
CH/2014/1653/TP
6 Princess Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2GN

Felling of six cypress trees and two cherry trees all protected by a Tree Preservation Order.
CH/2014/1621/FA
Pantyles, 29 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ

Demolition of garden store, erection of new outbuilding to include garden store and pool house.

Refused
CH/2014/1604/FA
West View, 55 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XH

Erection of detached double garage and store, creation of new vehicular access and laying of associated hardstanding.

CH/2014/1725/SA Certificate of Lawful Use - Proposed
22 Hearnes Meadow, Seer Green, HP9 2YH Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to a single storey side extension and roof alterations.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. budget, long term plan and precept:  The Council approved the budget for 2015/16 and agreed to increase the precept to £43,350, which represents a 2% increase.  It was agreed to keep £30k in reserve.  The request for the increase to the precept will be sent to Chiltern District Council (CDC) when required.   The Long Term Plan was presented and approved.  It included expenditure on the clearance of holly trees and tree management in Green Wood, playground equipment, streetlight replacement, Pavilion fire protection and the proposed Green Meadow path.  
ii. green meadow path:  The architect has provided plans for the line which the path will follow through Green Meadow.  An application will be made to CDC for planning.  (Action – Clerk)  The Local Area Forum has provided £10,000 towards the project and Living Streets have provided £3,500.  There was a concern that this may not cover the full cost of the project so further funds have been set aside in the Long Term Plan. A quote will also be obtained for the repositioned gate.
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The Jubilee Hall committee will meet on 8th December to determine what projects will be progressed.  Bucks County Council have now requested that the Jubilee Hall Committee pay all of the expenses incurred by them during the transfer, therefore £1k has been transferred to the solicitor for this undertaking.  
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  A family had requested permission to plant a cherry tree in the village.  A suitable location will be determined with the family.  (Action – Clerk)  The Allotment Association have now had a skip delivered and will be chased on their progress on clearing the site to alleviate the rat problem. (Action – Clerk)  A low hanging tree on School Lane will be reported to Transport for Bucks as it is a hazard to pedestrians.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith) A new boot brush will be ordered for the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
9.
Any Other Business:  A quote will be obtained for holly clearance in Green Wood. (Action – Cllr Hughes)  A meeting of the play area subcommittee will be organised to discuss the next piece of play equipment for Green Meadow.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  A report on traffic calming suggestions for Chalfont Road and School Lane is being prepared for submission to Bucks County Council.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)  It was agreed that a Project Register would be produced to keep a monitor on who is responsible for ongoing projects.  This register will be circulated with the minutes.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith) 
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th January 2014, at 7.30pm in the Baptist Church lounge in Wood Pond Close.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.






1

