SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 3rd DECEMBER 2019 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr L Hungin, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr J Smith, Cllr A Westlake,    Cllr A Anderson, Cllr O Davison-Oakley and Cllr J Holder. 
In attendance: Mrs K Hawes, Mr I Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: No items were raised.
II. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr T Norton

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes for the November meeting were approved by Cllr Hungin and Cllr Westlake.  The minutes were duly signed as a correct record of the meeting.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The final design for the limited liability signs to be sited at all three entrances to Green Meadow has been agreed.  A quotation from a local sign maker was expensive so further quotations are being sought.   (Action – Cllr Holder)  
· The CCTV has an issue with image quality.  The company who installed the system have advised that the image quality can only be improved by upgrading the cameras.  A quotation will be requested along with clarification of whether the images could be used for legal action.  (Action – Cllr Anderson) 
· Blackthorn will be removed from the Recreation Ground in January/February, date to be confirmed.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· An inspection of the Pavilion roof has been organised, date to be advised.  (Action – Cllr Norton)  
· The cricket nets will be tied up over winter to protect wildlife.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)
· The Landlord of the Three Horseshoes Public House is obtaining a quote to repair fence that borders Jubilee Walk.  
· The Newsletter has been delivered and 143 surveys have been returned.  The deadline for returning the surveys is 16th December.  The feedback will be reviewed and a summary brought to the Parish Council meeting for discussion.  (Action – Cllr Holder, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Hungin, Cllr Smith)
· The recent Fire Safety inspection highlighted the need to create Fire Zone charts for the Pavilion and Jubilee Hall.  (Action - Cllr Anderson, Clerk)
· A loose paving slab near the Pavilion needs securing.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
· A tree guard has been placed round the cherry tree in Green Meadow.  The wooden stakes round the larger cherry tree, which stop the tree being hit by mowers, will be replaced.  (Action – Cllr Westlake).  The trees in Green Meadow will have circles of the grass cut out around the base and reinstating with mulch.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Cllr Westlake)  

Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
III. MONTHLY RISK INSPECTIONS:    
i. Health and Safety Issues identified and recommended actions:  Cllr Holder and Cllr Davison-Oakley have completed the November inspection. It was noted that one of the toddler swings had been damaged.  An order has been placed for a replacement swing.  The multi spinners lateral movement has increased so further quotations will be sought to replace the bearings.  (Action – Clerk)  Quotations for a replacement roundabout will be obtained.  (Action – Cllr Holder)  The outdoor fitness equipment pole guards are becoming loose and one needs replacing. Fresh Air Fitness will be notified as the equipment is still under warranty.  (Action – Clerk)   Cllr Anderson will complete the December inspection.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
ii. Maintenance issues identified and recommended actions:  The leaves on the footpath to the station are making the path to the station slippery.  The Waste Team will be notified.  (Action – Clerk)   
IV. OTHER HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES:-  No items were raised.
V. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest.
VI. Correspondence:  
· A letter had been sent to two households in Old Long Grove asking that they apply for retrospective planning permission for their fence that borders Long Grove Wood which is above the 6ft permitted height.  The householders agreed to investigate/apply for retrospective planning permission and explained that recent burglaries have led to the increased security of the high fences.  
· Bucks County Council had sent the latest Local Council Agreement Variation for devolved services.  It was agreed to accept their offer of £2,923.44 per year until March 2022.  The agreement will be signed and returned.  (Action – Clerk)
· A quotation for £428.33 plus VAT was approved to replace the lantern on Streetlight 1 in Park Place which has been damaged by a lorry delivering the new Venture Hall.  The company who delivered the building will be asked to cover this cost.  (Action – Clerk)
VII. Finance: 


Payments amounting to:-              
    
  
 
    £6,820.76

Income received:-




   
    £2,293.66

The closing bank balances at 30th November 2019 totalled:-   £65,010.65
S137 payment - It was agreed that the village Christmas tree would continue to be funded by the council for another three years.  

i. Clerk salary:  A closed minute was recorded for the Clerks salary.
VIII.   

Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.   Flooding/high water table concerns were raised about recent planning application PL/19/3962/FA - Ardmore, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH which plans to excavate a basement.  A letter will be sent to the planning department about these concerns.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)
Permitted

PL/19/3302/FA
Melrose, 39 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XT

Raised roof extension incorporating dormer windows to north, south and west elevations, single storey side extension and front carport (resubmission of planning application CH/2016/2045/FA).

PL/19/3155/FA
Woodpecker House, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Single storey side and rear extensions, insertion of three rear and two front dormer windows to facilitate habitable accommodation in roof space. Fenestration alterations. Removal of balcony and insertion of Juliet balconies. Conversion and alterations and increase of height to existing garage roof including dormer windows to provide habitable accommodation.

PL/19/3245/FA
Plotters Point, 6 Howard Road, HP9 2XS

Two storey rear extension.

PL/19/3195/TP
Clear Croft, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH

Works to trees according to a submitted schedule - trees protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

PL/19/2971/FA
Whitethorn House, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Demolition of existing dwelling and construction of two dwellings and two detached garages.

PL/19/2672/FA
Bron, Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2QH

Replacement double storey garage building, single storey stepped rear extensions and replacement front porch. Existing windows replaced to front and rear, Swimming pool to rear.

PL/19/1468/FA
Manor Farm, School Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2YE

Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of detached dwelling.
IX.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. budget and precept: The half year accounts and precept increase of 2.5% were approved. Chiltern District Council will be informed that the precept for 2020/21 will be £48,175.  (Action – Clerk)  
X.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: A quotation has been received for a new Audio/Visual system for the hall.  Two further quotations will be obtained.  The wifi has now been installed and is being tested.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES:  Mr N Dunbar, the arboriculturist recommended by Bucks, Berks, Oxon Wildlife Trust, has completed a detailed survey of trees on the allotments boundary with the Scouts.  A meeting will be arranged with the allotment association to discuss the findings.  (Action – Cllr Thomas, Cllr Davison-Oakley, Cllr Westlake) The bench outside the shops needs to be repaired.  (Action – Clerk)  The large tree on the Chalfont Road will be inspected to see if it has any dead branches.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)  An area of bushes/trees on the bend in Bottom Lane needs cutting back.  (Action – Clerk)  There were concerns raised about dog walkers who are walking too many dogs which cannot all be monitored at once.  Battersea Park recently introduced rules about limiting the number of dogs that can be walked at one time.  Further investigation will be made on how the bye-law was introduced and how it is monitored.  (Action – Clerk)
XI.
information items:  A complaint will be made to the local Police after they were reluctant to attend a recent road traffic accident where the motorist was trapped.  

The meeting closed at 9.00pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th January 2020, at 7.30pm at Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
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