SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4th JUNE 2014 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chairman), Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr M Thomas, Cllr O Davison-Oakley,                  Cllr C Hughes, Cllr A Anderson, and Cllr J Richardson.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mr I Hawes, Mr S Patel and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:   District Cllr S Patel came to raise concerns about the blocked drains on Bottom Lane.  Cllr Forsaith has repeatedly reported this problem to Bucks County Council (BCC), who will be chased again on the matter.  (Action – Clerk)  Cllr Patel was also concerned about the hoarding on the verge in front of the Green Oaks development on Bottom Lane.  BCC had advised that the position of the hoarding was placed at its current location to prevent any damage to the trees, which have a TPO on them and to protect the verge from any site vehicles. The hoarding is only temporary and will be removed in about 6 months.  The email from BCC will be forwarded to Cllr Patel.  (Action – Clerk)  A resident complained that the drains in Hearnes Meadow were also blocked.  The resident was asked to report the blockage to BCC.  It was reported that there are two potholes on the Recreation Ground.  They will be inspected.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr B Kane and Cllr R Darlington.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Thomas.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· A quotation has been requested for the reduction in height of the trees in the strip of land between the cemetery fence and the rear gardens of houses in Seer Mead. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· Chiltern District Council (CDC) sent information about their Community Grant Aid Scheme 2014/15.  Unfortunately they have now said that they will not provide funding towards replacement safety surfacing under the Trio Venturer climbing frame. 
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The tree stumps in Green Wood that were previously reported as a tripping hazard have now been removed. The May inspection needs to be conducted as soon as possible (Action - Cllr Forsaith).
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
4. Correspondence:
· The Facilities Manager of Perkin Elmer has offered staff to do one day of community work at the Recreation Ground on 8th July.  The equipment to do this work will be purchased. (Action - Clerk)  Perkin Elmer has their own insurance to cover their staff.  
· A thank you had been received from Charlotte Baggins, this year’s winner of the Chairman’s Community Award.

· A resident has asked if the footpath can be improved between Seer Green and Jordans as it has large muddy potholes.  The BCC Rights of Way Officer will be asked for advice.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· A resident had raised concerns about parking and speeding through the village following nearly being knocked down by a car.  The Parish Council has carried out considerable measures to improve road safety.  BCC will be asked about the possibility of reducing the speed limit in the centre of the village to 20mph and also about the introduction of other traffic calming measures e.g. speed bumps. Residents who have recently raised concerns about the speed of traffic will be advised of this action.  County Cllr Tim Butcher will be invited to a meeting to discuss the matter further.  (Action – Clerk)  
· A representative from the South Central Ambulance NHS Trust has asked if he could come to a Parish Council meeting to discuss strategies on making the community a safer place.  He will be invited to the next meeting.  (Action – Clerk)
· BCC would like to devolve a number of services, including grass cutting, to clusters of Parish Councils.  BCC currently cut the grass (within the 30mph area) six times a year and say that if they retain this service the number of cuts will be further reduced.  They have made a financial offer to the Parish Council to take on this service and will provide maps to show the areas they currently cut. Concerns were raised that the financial offer may not cover the existing level of service.  Further investigation will be made to see if the Parish Council will be able to cover this service.  (Action:- Clerk)
5.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to          £16,970.86
Income 




             £4,197.71

Closing balances



           £67,393.85
Bucks Building Society have advised of changes to the terms and conditions of the deposit account and have stated that money will no longer be allowed to be deposited into the account.  

Following the internal audit, a letter has been received from the internal auditor which makes recommendations including maintaining a detailed asset register. A response will be sent.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
6. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.  Councillors are reminded to review all planning applications online.  (Action – All Councillors)
Permitted

CH/2014/0445/TP
The Woodlands, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UL


Crown reduction of an oak and a beech protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

CH/2014/0401/FA
Venture Hall, Park Place, Seer Green, HP9 2FJ 


Single storey front/side extension.
CH/2013/1802/FA
Rear Of 21 and 23, Highlands Road, Seer Green


Erection of detached dwelling with associated landscaping and hardstanding.
CH/2014/0621/FA
Driftwood, 6 Park Place, Seer Green, HP9 2FJ 


Single storey rear extension and fenestration alterations.
CH/2014/0626/FA
12 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XN 


Single storey rear extension and alterations to fenestration.

CH/2014/0648/FA
Remenham Cottage, Newbarn Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2QZ


Detached garage.

CH/2014/0621/FA
Driftwood, 6 Park Place, Seer Green, HP9 2FJ 


Single storey rear extension and fenestration alterations.

Refused
CH/2014/0417/TP
1 Hearnes Close, Seer Green, HP9 2QT


Felling of a pine tree - protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. green meadow path:  The Local Area Forum (LAF) has offered £10,000 towards a new path through Green Meadow to provide a safer route to school.  This funding is in addition to the previous grant for new seating in Green Meadow.   It was agreed that the path should run from the top gate nearest Stable Lane, to join up with the middle gate and then run diagonally across the meadow to the gate by the school. It was also agreed that it should have a solid surface which can be used by pushchairs etc. A further three quotations will be requested. (Action – Clerk)  A quotation for safety surfacing under the Trio Venturer climbing frame will also be requested.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The lights in Jubilee Hall have now been replaced with daylight tubes, and the diffusers have all been cleaned.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  The Best Kept Village maintenance work around the village has been carried out.  The footpaths have been cut by the Chiltern Society and need to be inspected.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  The representative from the Chilterns Woodland Project will be asked to conduct the annual tree inspection for the risk assessment.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  It was agreed that a request will be made for the verge to be cut more regularly in front of the War Memorial.  (Action – Clerk)  The weed spraying for broad leaf weeds at the Recreation Ground has been delayed due to the weather.  It was agreed that the Recreation Ground should be closed during this work.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  It has been noticed that the bins are now only being emptied once a week and they are often overflowing.  The Waste team at Chiltern District Council will be asked why there has been a reduction in service.  (Action – Clerk) The Chilterns Conservation Board is running an event on managing open spaces.  Cllr Thomas and Cllr Hughes will attend.  A resident has asked why the garage is still displaying a notice-board on the verge opposite the garage when it had previously been agreed that BCC would write to request its removal.  BCC will be chased to see when the letter was sent.  (Action – Clerk)  Children at Seer Green School have been making models to show what extra equipment they would like to see in Green Meadow.
9.
Any Other Business:  The Chairman and his wife attended the Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace after an invitation through Bucks Association of Local Councils.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd July 2014, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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