SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd JULY 2013 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr R Darlington, Cllr M Thomas, Cllr B Kane,                 Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr A Anderson and Cllr L Dandeker.
In attendance: 
Mr I Hawes, Mrs K Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  No items were raised.
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr J Forsaith.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Davison-Oakley and Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The Holy Trinity Parochial Church Committee have been called again to request that they cut back the tree on the corner of Church Road and Chalfont Road which has been obscuring the streetlight.
· Two new sections of bird mouth fencing have been installed in the cemetery entrance.
· Concerns had been raised about a resident who has been leaving a trailer full of rubbish on the road in Hearnes Meadow.  Paradigm Homes, who own the property, have now discussed the issue with the tenant and asked for the trailer to be removed within 7 days.
· Following a recent quotation to clear holly from the front section of Green Wood, the arboriculturist will need to apply to Chiltern District Council for this work to be carried out as the wood is under a Tree Preservation Order. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· A letter has been sent to the Leader of Bucks County Council stating that that Seer Green Parish Council wishes to become an affiliated member of 51m, who are actively opposing HS2.
· Feedback was sent to Chiltern District Council on the Delivery Development Plan document.  It was requested that on the Seer Green map Figure 3.13 areas 1, 3, 6 and 7 are remarked as 'Proposed Areas of Little Change'.  Confirmation was also requested that there are no changes to the Green Belt.
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The Risk Inspection Schedule has been updated and signed by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Forsaith following quarterly inspections of the allotments, cemetery, Green Meadow, Green Wood, Recreation Ground and Jubilee Walk. The Parish Council is awaiting the annual arboriculture report on these areas.  (Action – Clerk)
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  No declarations of interest were made.
4. Correspondence:
· The Chilterns Montessori has now been paid for a new sign.  The staff have been asked to lock away any equipment which cannot be used by hirers of the Pavilion and alternative cleaning equipment and furniture will be purchased and stored in the locked Referee’s room.  (Action – Clerk) 

· A letter was delivered to local stables asking them to stop depositing horse manure next to footpath 16.

· Wicksteed have carried out the annual risk assessment on the Green Meadow playground and a quote had been received for work on the large see-saw.  An alternative quote for labour will be sought.  (Action – Clerk)
· The lottery has awarded a grant of £10,000 towards the refurbishment of the Green Meadow playground.  The conditions of the grant are for the work to be started during the current financial year.  Cllr Thomas was thanked for her work on this successful grant submission.
· A quote had been provided to improve the area in front of the cemetery shed by putting down wooden edging and filling with woodchips.  This quotation was approved.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)
· British Gas has provided a quote to de-energise an unused electricity meter at the Pavilion, so that the council will not be charged any further standing charges.  This quotation was approved.  (Action – Clerk)  
5. Finance  

Payments (from main account) amounting to       £5,782.98 
Income (to main account)

                      £243.26

Closing balances (unconfirmed)  

      £67,450.40
Scottish Widows who hold the Parish Council’s deposit account have advised that their interest rate will be reduced.  As an improved rate could not be found the council will stay with Scottish Widows at the current time.  Cllr Scourfield advised that he would like to step down as Treasurer in the next financial year.  As the current accounting system is based on spreadsheets designed by Cllr Scourfield an alternative financial software package will be sought in September.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)

Quotations have been received for the following work:- to reshape the Norwegian Maple on Chalfont Road following work to clear the ditches, where limbs on one side had to be removed so that large machinery could access the area. Crown lift trees where required, prune back blackthorn and cut back brambles (near the cricket nets) on the Recreation Ground to increase surface area.  These quotations were approved.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted
CH/2013/0654/FA 
Fortunegate, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX 


Single storey front extension, two storey side/rear extension including rear dormer window, insertion of rooflights to facilitate loft conversion and fenestration alterations.
CH/2013/0675/FA Cheyenne, 27 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YN 


Roof extension to two storey eastern side projection and insertion of rooflights in existing dwelling to facilitate loft conversion

Refused

CH/2013/0589/FA    Woodstacks, Wynnswick Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XW 


First floor side extension, single storey front extension incorporating replacement roof to existing single storey side projection, erection of a front porch and fenestration alterations.
CH/2013/0600/FA  
Oakdene, 28 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XP 


Part two storey, part single storey rear, first floor extensions and roof alterations to form two storey dwelling, alterations to roof of existing single storey rear projections, replacement rear conservatory and fenestration alterations.

CH/2013/0700/FA 
Newlands, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX 


First floor front/side/rear extension, single storey rear extension, alterations to existing roof and fenestration alterations.
CH/2013/0633/FA 
29 Highlands Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XL


Replacement dwelling.
7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. WAR MEMORIAL:  The action plan for the War Memorial dedication and unveiling was discussed in detail and all duties were agreed.  Invitations have been sent to known family members of those remembered on the memorial.  School Lane will be closed between the Parish Church Hall and Seer Mead from 1pm until 4pm.
ii. RATES AND RENT:  See closed minute.  (Action – Clerk)
iii. GREEN MEADOW PLAYGROUND REFURBISHMENT:  Following the recent successful Lottery grant, and funding from the Local Area Forum, it was agreed to setup a sub-committee to start work on the new playground design and equipment.  The following four Councillors will be on the sub-committee: Cllr Thomas, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr Hughes and Cllr Dandeker.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)  Decisions on the following grants are due: - Veolia on 15th July, Chiltern District Council in August and Tesco in September.  As the children surveyed would like to play ball games in the area the insurance company will be asked for their advice.  (Action – Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The annual Trustee report for the Charities Commission was read out and approved.  This report will be submitted with the audited accounts. (Action – Cllr Scourfield)  John Perry from Bucks County Council Legal department has instructed the District Valuer to do a valuation of Jubilee Hall for the accounts.  This is the first step for the transfer of ownership to the Parish Council to take place.  An initiative for a more efficient heating and air-conditioning system for the hall is underway.  (Action – Cllr Kane, Cllr Forsaith)  It was requested tests for Legionella were carried out on the hall water supplies.  (Action – Clerk)
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  The cherry tree in Jubilee Walk is obscuring the streetlight and needs to be cut back.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  The path from the Jubilee Hall car park into Green Meadow needs resurfacing and a barrier installing on the road edge to stop children running into the road.  (Action – Clerk)  The footpath clearance work has been started around the village following funding from Bucks County Council of £560.00 towards this work.   The work should be completed in the next two weeks.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)  It was requested that further funds were made available to reduce the blackthorn encroachment on the Recreation Ground.  The budget for this work will be set in October.  The football pitch will be reseeded and the adult football club have provided a large donation towards this work.  Cllr Anderson has been on a Groundsmanship course so that he can monitor the maintenance of the Recreation Ground.  Further discussion was held on the possibility of a skateboard park although several concerns were raised. The Parish Council waits to see if there is any interest from village youth.  
9.
Any Other Business: The judging has now taken place for the Bucks and Milton Keynes Association of Local Councils Best Kept Village competition and we await the results.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th September 2013, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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