SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th MARCH 2014 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr A Anderson, Cllr O Davison-Oakley   Cllr M Thomas, Cllr B Kane and Cllr J Richardson.
In attendance: 
Mr T Harding, Mr I Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:   It was asked who was allowed to put notices on the two notice boards in the village.  The notice boards which are by the shops and Jubilee Hall can be used by residents to publicise events and activities in the village.  They are not for the use of private businesses. School Lane will be closed for the Remembrance service in November.  The road closure order has been applied for and the necessary notices will be put up in September.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Clerk)
2. CO OPT NEW PARISH COUNCILLOR: John Richardson was co-opted onto the Council as a new Councillor.  Cllr Richardson duly signed the acceptance of office.  The Register of Members interest will be forwarded to Cllr Richardson so that it can be completed and returned to the Returning Officer at Chiltern District Council.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Richardson)
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr R Darlington 
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Kane.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· Seer Green Gardeners have agreed to help with the project to install a planted flower box in front of the white gate on Chalfont Road.  (Action – Clerk) 
· There was a concern raised about the height of the tall trees in Green Wood that border the rear of the Seer Mead properties.  It was agreed that the trees will be inspected by an Arboriculturist. (Action – Cllr Hughes)
· The Waste Team have confirmed that they will replace the large plastics recycling container with one that takes glass/plastic and they will remove the four smaller glass bins. They will be asked to situate the bins in the area that previously held the glass bins.  (Action – Clerk)  
· Many of the older Streetlight lanterns are now obsolete and a meeting will be held to determine their replacement.  (Action – Clerk, Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Forsaith)
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  Two large trees have become uprooted from a garden in Long Grove and are overhanging the power sub-station on footpath 1A.  The power company are arranging their removal.  A small tree had fallen onto the Recreation Ground from the boundary and has now been removed. The risk inspection book was updated.
4. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  There were no declarations of interest.
5. Correspondence:
A letter was sent to a resident in Hearnes Meadow whose hedge trimmings had been left to the side of Footpath 16.  The resident has now confirmed that they will be clearing the debris.

Chiltern District Council had sent through two documents for review; the Delivery Plan Submission Document and the Chiltern Open Space and Recreational Strategy.  These will be reviewed and the comments will be returned to CDC.  (Action - Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Hughes, Cllr Darlington, Clerk)
6.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to          £11,367.61
Income 




           £23,510.07

Closing balances



           £66,535.16
HM Revenue and Customs have reimbursed the VAT for all expenditure for Jubilee Hall since the Parish Council took over in 2010.  This money will be transferred into the Jubilee Hall account.  (Action – Clerk)
7. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Permitted

CH/2012/1415/SA

West View, 55 Orchard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XH


Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to the creation of a vehicular access and the laying of hardstanding.
CH/2013/1690/FA
Highclere Field Stables, Newbarn Lane, Seer Green,


Demolition of four existing buildings and erection of one building comprising seven stables with ancillary storage and staff facilities and one building comprising two stables.
The Parish Council wrote to the Planning Department stating that they support local business but they oppose any additional development in the Green Belt.

CH/2013/2060/FA
Midsummers, Long Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UL


Part single storey, part two storey side/rear extension incorporating double garage, single storey front and rear extensions and demolition of existing garage and lobby.
CH/2013/2075/FA
Lynwood, Manor Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2QX


Replacement dwelling.
CH/2013/2067/FA
Field View, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH


Extension to garage.
CH/2013/2081/FA
39 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XT 


Raised roof extension incorporating dormer windows to north, south and west elevations, single storey side extension and front carport (amendment to planning permission CH/2013/0417/FA).

8.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. risk assessment:  The annual Risk Assessment has been simplified and updated.  A final version which includes the inspection schedule will be approved at the April Meeting.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
ii. contracts:  The revised litter clearance contract was approved and will be reviewed quarterly.  (Action – Clerk)
iii. newsletter 20:  The draft Newsletter still required several photographs; once these have been received a final version will be circulated for approval. (Action – Clerk)
iv. CONSERVATION AREA: The Parish Council were considering whether Seer Green should consider applying for a Conservation Area.  A meeting will be held with a member of the Conservation Studio to understand the implications. (Action – Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Hughes, Cllr Davison-Oakley and Cllr Thomas)
9.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: Bucks County Council are still slowly working towards the transfer of the freehold to the Parish Council.   The Jubilee Hall booking system will be improved so that it will become a paperless system.  The Risk Assessment for the hall has been carried out.  The bollard in front of the hall has been fractured; an alternative kerb stone is being trialled.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  
The Local Area Forum (LAF) approved the application for the new seating for Green Meadow.  It was previously agreed that an application would be submitted for improvements to the Pavilion.  However, Bucks County Council would prefer schemes that Councils are unable to undertake themselves.  It was agreed that a quotation should be sought for a path through Green Meadow from the main gate to the gate to the school. The next LAF meeting is in May.  (Action – Clerk)
Concerns were raised about the rubbish that had accumulated at the back of the Allotments.  A meeting will be arranged with the Chairman of the Allotments Association.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Cllr Scourfield, Cllr Forsaith)  The latest allotment agreement will be checked to ensure that it includes a clause that prohibits people from bringing rubbish to the site.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)  The Recreation Ground has been water logged for the past two months so the football teams have been unable to play, therefore they will not be charged rent for January and February.  The Recreation Ground may require reseeding, a final decision will be made later in the year.  (Action – Cllr Art Anderson)  It appears that someone has been cutting back trees on the Recreation Ground without permission.  The area will be inspected. (Action – Clerk)  Following the successful clearance of brambles last year, a further section will be cut back on the Recreation Ground.  (Action – Cllr Hughes, Clerk)  Now that that the new equipment has been installed in Green Meadow advertising signs will be ordered for the gate, to show the contribution from the Lottery run’ Grants for All’.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
10.
Any Other Business: A reflector has been broken on the Cemetery chain, this will be replaced.  (Action - Clerk)  It will be investigated whether Seer Green could be twinned with another similar size village.  (Action – Cllr Kane) The Chairman gave his apologies for the April meeting.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd April 2014, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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