SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th JUNE 2013 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr R Darlington, Cllr M Thomas, Cllr B Kane, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr A Anderson and Cllr L Dandeker.
In attendance: 
Mr I Hawes, Mrs K Hawes and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION:  Concerns were raised about a Paradigm resident who is running a business from a residence in Hearnes Meadow and who leaves a trailer full of rubbish on the road for several days before disposing of it.  As this may contravene the housing agreement, Paradigm will be contacted.  (Action – Clerk)
2. Apologies for absence: Cllr D Scourfield.
Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Anderson and Cllr Hughes.
Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The tree on the corner of Church Road and Chalfont Road inside the railings of Holy Trinity is obscuring the streetlight.  Contact has been made with the Parochial Church Council to get it cut back and the council is waiting for their decision.  (Action – Cllr Scourfield)

· A new bench has now been installed in the Cemetery and needs to be anchored. (Action – Clerk)
· Several applications for grants, for the Green Meadow refurbishment, have been submitted to Tesco, the Lottery and Chiltern District Council.  If all are successful then there will be £75,000 available for the project.  This total includes the money already set aside by the Parish Council in the Long Term Plan and previous donations. 
· Due to adverse weather conditions the planned weed kill of the broadleaf weeds on the Recreation Ground has been postponed.  (Action - Cllr Anderson)  
· The footpath to Beaconsfield on Longbottom Lane has been partially cleared.
· A second quotation for two sections of 10m of birdmouth fencing for the cemetery entrance had been received, and this was approved as it was a less expensive quote.   (Action – Clerk) 
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  There was nothing to add.
Risk Inspections:  The Risk Inspection Schedule has been updated and signed following the electrical inspection of the Pavilion.  Fineland Forestry have been asked to carry out the annual arboricultural inspection, in June, of the Allotments, Recreation Ground, Cemetery, Green Wood and Green Meadow.  Several quarterly inspections were due and will be carried out over the following month.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Hughes)
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  No declarations of interest were made.
4. Correspondence:
· A formal offer was received from the Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC) Chalfonts Local Area Forum of £2,500 towards Green Meadow refurbishment.
· A letter had been received from BCC Transport department’s technician for Seer Green about the damage in Bottom Lane due to the Squirrels Leap development.  He reported that the developer had confirmed in writing that he would reinstate the verges to their original condition at the conclusion of the work.  However it will not be possible to build the edges of the verges back up where they have been eroded.  He also reported that the gullies at the junction with Longbottom Lane have now been cleared out and are working again.
· The Chilterns Montessori had sent a quote for a new sign.  An alternative quote will be obtained.  Following their concerns about insurance cover the Montessori will be placing a notice at the Pavilion stating no weekend users should touch their equipment.  As this may cause confusion to users, the Montessori will be asked to lock away any equipment which cannot be used and alternative cleaning equipment will be purchased.  (Action – Clerk) 
5. Finance  

Payments (from main account) amounting to      £17,250.21 
Income (to main account)

                    £4,161.66

Closing balances (unconfirmed)  

      £77,126.81
Review of the Internal Audit report: The internal auditor reported that he found that the systems are in good order and efficiently run. He recommended that, to safeguard against discrepancies, the bank signatories should compare the cheques to the invoices when signing, and should initial the invoices to show that this check has been done. This recommendation was approved.  (Action – Clerk) 

6.
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  
Refused

CH/2013/0571/FA
Rear Of 21 and 23, Highlands Road, Seer Green, 
Erection of detached dwelling with detached garage and associated landscaping and hardstanding.
The Parish Council did raise concerns with Chiltern District Council’s Planning department about the removal of trees surrounding this plot prior to the planning application being submitted.

Permitted
CH/2012/1637/EU
Elgore, Waylands Farm, Rawlings Lane, Seer HP9 2RQ


Application for certificate of lawfulness for an existing activity relating to the occupation of the dwelling without complying with equestrian/agricultural occupancy conditions Nos. 8 and 9 imposed on 
planning permission AM/22/74.
CH/2013/0417/FA 
Melrose, 39 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XT 


Raised roof extension incorporating dormer windows to north, south and west elevations and roof light to west elevation, single storey side extension, front carport, rear decking and alterations to fenestration.

CH/2013/0630/FA
34 Gurnells Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XJ

Single storey side extension to form garage.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. green wood:  Concerns had been raised about the amount of holly still remaining in Green Wood even though the Parish Council has had an annual holly clearance for a number of years.  A quote for £270.00 plus VAT had been received to clear the holly from the front area of the wood back to the first footpath. This quote was approved.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
ii. HS2:  It was agreed that Seer Green Parish Council would become an affiliated member of 51m, who are actively opposing HS2. A letter will be sent to the Leader of BCC.  (Action – Clerk)
iii. DELIVERY DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT CONSULTATION:  The Delivery Development Plan document was reviewed and it was agreed that it would be requested that on the Seer Green map Figure 3.13 areas 1, 3, 6 and 7 are remarked as 'Proposed Areas of Little Change'.  It will also be confirmed that there are no changes to the Green Belt.  (Action – Clerk)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)

i. JUBILEE HALL: The Parish Council has sent a letter to Bucks County Council, to confirm their interest to initiate the process of having the freehold of Jubilee Hall transferred over to the Jubilee Hall Trustees/Seer Green Parish Council.  BCC will be chased for an update. (Action – Cllr Kane)  
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  A contractor had been requested to do a short trial of bramble clearing on the Recreation Ground before September.
9.
Any Other Business: On 15th June the adult football club will be repairing and reseeding the goal mouth and in July the entire pitch will be reseeded.  (Action - Cllr Anderson) New padlock keys for the rear Pavilion gate will be collected.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)  Mr S Patel had been approached by some young residents who raised interest in having a skateboard area at the Recreation Ground.  More information is required.  Concerns were raised about the congestion on the School Lane pavement outside Green Meadow.  A path through Green Meadow was suggested.  This will be investigated further.  (Action – Cllr Thomas)
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd July 2013, at 7.30pm in the Parish Church Hall.
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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