SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th SEPTEMBER 2018 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:  
Cllr M Thomas (Chairman), Cllr C Hughes, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr A Westlake,          Cllr T Norton, Cllr J Forsaith, Cllr L Hungin and Cllr A Anderson.
In attendance: 
Mrs K Hawes, Mr I Hawes, Mr T Harding and Mrs E Bates (Clerk). 

I. OPEN SESSION: An update was requested about the position with the Post Office.  It was noted that the Parish Council was unsuccessful in their bid to have the Post Office listed as a Community Asset.  The item will be discussed in more detail under the main agenda item.

Mr I Hawes said that he and another resident were planning to create wooden soldiers to be positioned around the War Memorial to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the end of World War 1.  Mrs Hawes said that she was knitting poppies.  It was agreed that these could be attached to the chains around the War Memorial.
II. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Apologies were received from Cllr J Holder.

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes for July were approved by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Norton.  The minutes for the extra-ordinary meeting in August were approved by Cllr Davison-Oakley and Cllr Westlake and both sets were duly signed as a correct record of the meetings.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· The project to install a disabled access for the Pavilion has been put on hold until funds become available.
· Bucks County Council are preparing stats drawings for each Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign (MVAS) location.  The list of equipment to be ordered for the MVAS was agreed. The equipment will be ordered once Bucks County Council have completed the stats drawing work.  (Action – Clerk)  A copy of the list with associated costs will be sent to the Treasurer. (Action – Cllr Norton) 

· A reply was sent in response to the Internal Audit

· A Local Area Funding (LAF) application for £4,321 was made towards funding for “Promotion of Community Fitness & Wellbeing” for exercise equipment to be located at the Recreation Ground.
· BCC reports suggested that a LAF Transport scheme to introduce a 20mph area around the school would be in the region of £10,000 and cover an area similar to the MVAS.  It was therefore agreed not to proceed but to monitor the success of the MVAS in reducing traffic speed.  A submission was made for increased drain/gulley clearance equipment in the village.  The issues were resubmitted and will be escalated at Bucks County Council by the Local Area Technician.
· Details/photographs of the road safety issues in Bottom Lane will be forwarded to the Clerk.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)  A resident on Bayne Hill will be asked to cut back their hedge. (Action – Clerk)  
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk inspections: Cllr Norton had completed the July Risk Inspection and Cllr Forsaith had completed the August inspection.  It was reported that a gravestone was tilting and will be inspected for safety.  (Action – Clerk)  Cllr Hughes will conduct the September inspection.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
III. HEALTH AND SAFETY:  There were no issues raised. An updated schedule will be circulated.  (Action – Clerk)
IV. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest. 
V. Correspondence:
· A letter was sent to Chiltern District Council in objection to the Prior Notification application PL/18/2713/PNR for the Post Office, 36 Chalfont Road.

· An email from Howard Crescent residents raised concerns about inconsiderate parking that blocks the pavement and dog faeces that had been left by inconsiderate dog owners.  A response will be sent.  (Action – Clerk)  
· The Road Closure Order has been received for Remembrance Day on Sunday 11th November 2018.  A wreath will be ordered for the service.  (Action – Clerk)  The churches will be asked if help is required.  (Action – Cllr Davison-Oakley)
· An email had been received from the Salvation Army asking if they could place a clothing recycling bin in Seer Green on Parish Council land.  It was resolved that this would be declined as clothing could be recycled through local charity shops. (Action – Clerk)  
· The Parish Council has continued to be registered as a Data Controller as a Public Authority.

· A clothing recycling bin has been placed outside of the shops.  The landowner will be asked if they had given permission for this bin.  (Action – Cllr Anderson)
· A Letter had been received from Citizens Advice inviting members of the Parish Council to their AGM on Friday 26th October.  Cllr Hungin agreed to attend.  (Action – Cllr Hungin, Clerk)  
VI.
Finance  
Payments amounting to:-              
    
  
 
   £16,675.94
Income received:-




   
        £670.00

The closing bank balances at 31st August 2018 totalled:-
   £57,333.81

Quotations had been received to repaint two streetlights (outside 17 Howard Crescent and Green Meadow) and to replace the bracket and lanterns on two columns at No 37 New Barn Lane and No 40 Highlands Road at a total cost of £2,926.42 plus VAT. (Action – Clerk)  
VII.   

Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice-board and website.
Permitted

PL/18/2486/FA
Carnoy, 43 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP
Two storey rear extension.

PL/18/2277/FA
Ponds Conservatory, Rawlings Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2RQ

Single storey side extension.

PL/18/2086/SA
The Warren, 116 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP

Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed operation relating to erection of a log cabin to rear of property.

CH/2018/0915/FA
Windrush Cottage, 3 Howard Crescent, Seer Green, HP9 2XR

Proposal Single storey front extension, dormer window at front and rear and roof light to side.

PL/18/2041/FA
Plotters Point, 6 Howard Road, Seer Green, HP9 2XS

Two storey rear extension and insertion of rear dormer window.

PL/18/2039/TP
Land Adjacent To 19 Hearnes Meadow, Seer Green, HP9 2YH

Crown thinning of an oak tree protected by a Tree Preservation Order. 

CH/2018/0914/FA
36 Hearnes Meadow, Seer Green, HP9 2YJ

Part Single Storey and Part Two Storey Rear Extension.
VIII.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS:

i. GREEN MEADOW PLAYGROUND SAFETY: Wicksteed’s inspected the two bay four seat toddler swing frame which their inspector deemed safe.  A contractor will be asked to make improvements to the gates to prevent entrapment issues.  (Action – Cllr Norton)   There are several swings where the surfacing has deteriorated and it was agreed that these surfaces should be replaced with rubberised/resin safety surfaces.  Wicksteed’s will be asked for a recommendation for surfacing material. (Action – Cllr Norton)  
ii. ARBORICULTURE REPORT:  An annual ground level survey of the trees on Parish Council land has been carried out by John Morris of the Chiltern Woodlands Project. Ash dieback is suspected on a number of trees and there is a recommendation for some of the trees to be felled.  A second opinion will be requested from the Forestry Commission and the Tree Officer at Chiltern District Council.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith) The Arboriculturalist who tested several of the trees in 2016 and found them to be in good order will also be asked to re-inspect the trees. (Action – Cllr Hughes) A local contractor will be asked for a quotation to significantly reduce the trees and cut back branches that overhang the pavement and play area in Green Meadow.  (Action – Cllr Hughes)
iii. POST OFFICE UPDATE: A letter had been received from Sue Markham, CDC’s Principal Solicitor advising that the Parish Council have been unsuccessful in their nomination to have 36 Chalfont Road listed as a Community Asset.  It was agreed that professional legal advice was required from a Planning Law specialist.  The associated costs will be investigated.  (Action – Cllr Hungin)
IX.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The main hall floor has been repaired.  A Fire Risk inspection has been completed.  The report should be received shortly.  Mr J Maddox has kindly inspected the Jubilee Hall accounts.
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, open spaces AND SERVICES: A new electric shutter has been installed in the Pavilion bar area. 
X.
information items:  Cllr Anderson volunteered to help with the Remembrance Service marshalling.
The meeting closed at 9.06 pm
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd October 2018, at 7.30pm in Seer Green Baptist Church in Wood Pond Close.    
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