SEER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th NOVEMBER 2014 COMMENCING AT 7.30 pm

Present:
Cllr D Scourfield (Chairman), Cllr M Thomas, Cllr O Davison-Oakley, Cllr J Forsaith,       
   Cllr J Richardson, Cllr C Hughes, Cllr T Norton and Cllr J Holder.
In attendance: 
Mrs L McLaren, County Councillor T Butcher, Mr T Harding, Mr I Hawes, Mrs K Hawes,  Mr S Patel, Mr D Colligan and Mrs E Bates (Clerk).  

1. OPEN SESSION: A resident came for advice on a planning matter in Highlands Road.  Concerns were raised about the ongoing speeding issues through the village and it was discussed whether applying for funding for a traffic survey would be a good idea.  County Councillor Tim Butcher came to speak about the severe financial difficulties facing Buckinghamshire County Council and advised that it may be more prudent to investigate traffic calming measures and put forward a request for a reasonable scheme which he would then support.  He was not in favour of road humps as these receive a high number of complaints and a reduction in the speed limit would not be possible because the primary use of the road is for vehicles not pedestrians.  It was agreed to request that the white slow signs are repainted on the road. (Action - Clerk)
A resident had noticed that someone had been fly-tipping on the footpath at the rear of Hearnes Meadow.  The person responsible for the fly-tipping had been spoken to and it should now stop.  

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr A Anderson 

Approval of Minutes of the previous meeting:  The minutes were approved by Cllr Hughes and Cllr Forsaith.

Update on Actions from Previous Meeting:  
· At a previous meeting it was agreed to request further information about public access defibrillators. Stephen Cartwright from the NHS will be providing information at the December meeting.  
· Cones had been collected for the road closure for the Remembrance Service on Sunday 9th November.  Cllr Forsaith, Cllr Richardson, Cllr Norton and the clerk will marshal the road closure. 
· The transfer of the freehold of Jubilee Hall has been agreed by Bucks County Council and is now being progressed albeit slowly.  
· The school will be widening and improving the pavement down to the school the week beginning 10th November.
Matters arising from the previous meeting not listed on the Agenda:  No matters were arising.
Risk Inspections:  The October inspection has been carried out and will be logged in the Risk Register.  The November inspection will be carried out by Cllr Forsaith and Cllr Holder.  A dead tree in the garden used by the preschool at Jubilee Hall has been removed.  
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  Cllr Davison-Oakley had a declaration of interest in the path as she helped to obtain the grant through the school.
4. Correspondence:
· A letter had been received from the Parochial Church Council (PCC) stating that the issues raised about the Parish Church Hall from the last meeting had now been discussed.  The hirer of the hall has addressed their issues. 
· A copy of a letter about dog fouling had been received, which was sent by a resident to Chiltern District Council (CDC).  The parish council is awaiting information about a successful campaign in Chesham, which could possibly be conducted in Seer Green.
5.
Finance  
Payments (from main account) amounting to         £5,686.76
Income (incl. transfer from deposit account)              £220.00

Closing balances



        £67,195.13
The bank has been advised that Cllr Thomas and Cllr Anderson are the new signatories on the current account.  They both now need to take the forms and proof of identity to a branch of Lloyds bank. (Action – Cllr Anderson, Cllr Thomas)
6. 
Planning
Notices of new planning applications continue to be displayed on the notice board and website.  A letter was sent to Chiltern District Council planning department raising concerns about parking limitations on application CH/2014/1685/FA H B M Limited, H B House, 31 - 33 Chalfont Road.
Permitted

CH/2014/1464/TP
Laneside House, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH

Crown reduction of two beech trees and an oak tree protected by a Tree Preservation Order.

CH/2014/1457/FA
Slievemore, Bottom Lane, Seer Green, HP9 2UH

Proposed erection of replacement dwelling and detached garage.

CH/2014/1266/VRC
Cheyenne, 27 Long Grove, Seer Green, HP9 2YN 

Minor Material Amendment - Variation of Condition 5 of planning permission CH/2014/0023/FA so as to allow porch extension.

Refused
CH/2014/1121/FA
Oldefields Equestrian Centre, Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP 


Removal of temporary log cabin, erection of new permanent dwelling, closure of existing access, creation of new access.

7.
PRINCIPAL AGENDA ITEMS

i. budget, long term plan and precept:  The Treasurer presented a draft budget and long term plan with a suggested precept increase of 2%.  It was agreed that expenditure on clearance of holly trees in Green Wood will be added to the Long Term Plan.  Councillors were asked for comments to be sent to the treasurer by the end of November.  (Action – Councillors)  Final approval of the budget and precept increase will be made at the December meeting. 
ii. BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL AREA FORUM:  Councillors were asked to suggest three possible transport schemes to be submitted to the Local Area Forum for funding.  Initial suggestions included resurfacing the top part of the tarmac footpath to the station and widening the pavement along Green Meadow.  All suggestions should be submitted to the Clerk in the next two weeks so that the submission could be sent before the end of November.  (Action – All Councillors)
iii. green meadow path:  The sub-committee had met and produced a project plan.  A further meeting was planned to plot out the path, discuss the trees to be cut back and improvements to the gate near Stable Lane.  CDC had advised that planning permission was needed for the path, but this was being checked.  (Action – Cllr Forsaith)
8.
UPDATES ON OTHER MATTERS (Reports by Exception)
i. JUBILEE HALL: The healthy half year accounts were reviewed.  Quotations were being sought to replace or improve the hall doors as they have significant gaps that are letting in draughts.  (Action - Clerk)  The heating system will be progressed once the doors have been fixed.  
ii. PARISH COUNCIL PROPERTIES, LAND AND SERVICES:  Following a problem with rats at the allotments, good progress was being made by members of the Allotment Association on clearing the site.   There is outstanding tree work required around the village, so the contractor will be chased to complete the work. (Action – Cllr Hughes)  The lighting system outside the Pavilion is being replaced as it has failed.  (Action - Clerk)
9.
Any Other Business:  The council has been invited to attend the following meetings:- Chiltern and South Bucks District Councils Corporate Peer Review on 17th/18th November and the Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Association of Local Councils AGM on 7th November.  If any Councillor would like to attend they should contact the Clerk.
Next Meeting – The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd December 2014, at 7.30pm in the Baptist Church lounge in Wood Pond Close.      
The minutes are also available on the Parish Council website at www.seergreenparishcouncil.gov.uk.
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